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The  Editor  will  he  glad  to  consider  any  MSS., 
photographs,  or  sketches  submitted  to  him,  but  they 
should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed  envelopes 
for  return  if  unsuitable.  In  case  of  loss  or  injury  he 
cannot  hold  himself  responsible  for  MSS.,  photographs 
or  sketches,  and  publication  in  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  can  alone  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
acceptance.  The  name  and  address  of  the  owner 
should  be  placed  on  the  back  of  all  pictures  and  MSS. 
All  rights  of  reproduction  and  translation  are 
reserved. 

The  Editor  would  like  to  hear  from  readers  on  any 
Poultry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  addressed  to  the  paper 
will  be  ansivered  by  experts  in  the  several  departments. 
The  desire  is  to  help  those  ivho  are  in  difficulty  regard- 
ing the  management  of  their  poultry,  and  accordingly 
no  charge  for  ansivering  such  queries  is  made. 

The  Annual  subscription  to  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  at  home  and  abroad  is  8s.,  including 
postage,  except  to  Canada,  in  which  case  it  is  7s. 
Cheques  and  P.O.O.'s  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 


The  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  is  published  on 
the  first  of  every  month.  Should  readers  experience 
any  difficulty  in  securing  their  copies  promptly  they 
are  requested  to  communicate  immediately  with  the 
Editor. 

The  latest  date  for  receiving;  advertisements  is  the 
20th  of  the  month  proceeding  date  of  issue. 

The  utmost  care  is  exercised  to  exclude  all  adver> 
tisements  of  a  doubtful  character.  If  any  reader 
has  substantial  grounds  for  complaint  against  an 
advertiser  he  is  requested  to  communicate  at  once 
with  the  Editor. 


Table  Poultry  Club. 

The  announcement  made  that  it  has  been 
decided  to  form  an  independant  society  charged 
with  the  task  of  promoting  the  production  of 
table  poultr}^,  rather  than  uniting  forces  with 
the  Utility  Poultr}'  Club,  is  a  question  for  the 
decision  of  those  speciallj^  concerned  yet  of 
public  interest.  We  understand  that  a  proposal 
had  been  made  acceptable  on  both  sides.  For 
some  reasons  unexplained  the  course  was  adopted 
as  stated  above,  without  apparent  justification. 
Whilst,  therefore,  we  wish  the  new  body  every 
success,  and  full}'  recognise  the  essential 
necessit}^  for  giving  an  impetus  to  this  branch 
of  the  industr}^,  it  is  regrettable  that  there 
should  be  a  division  of  forces.  Unity  of  effort  is 
desirable,  and  the  evidences  are  that  the  older 
body  would  have  been  able  to  secure  support, 
public  and  private,  which  the  new  society  ma}'- 
not  be  able  to  obtain  for  some  3'ears  to  come, 
support  requisite  to  the  full  accomplishment 
of  its  purpose.  There  ma}-  be  reasons  for  taking 
separate  action,  but  such  are  not  in  evidence. 

The  Value  of  Statistics. 

We  have  heard  criticisms  passed  upon  the 
amount  of  space  given  by  the  Poui^try  Record 
to  the  statistical  aspect  of  the  poultrs^  industry. 
That  we  have  been  justified  in  doing  so  has  had 
man}"  proofs,  mainl}^  in  so  far  as  the  influence 
thus  brought  to  bear  equally  upon  breeders  and 
the  general  public,  who  require  hard,  concrete 
facts  to  awaken  their  minds  to  what  is  and 
what  might  be.  The  disposition  of  most  people 
has  been  in  the  direction  of  minimising  the 
value  of  poultry  in  this  and  other  countries. 
They  could  not  realise  the  truth  that  fowls  bulk 
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so  large  in  consumption  and  production.  An 
interesting  piece  of  evidence  at  the  recent 
International  Meetings  was  submitted  by  Mr.  J. 
S.  Gordon,  B.Sc,  in  respect  to  Ireland,  in  his 
paper  read  at  one  of  the  few  open  meetings. 
He  stated  that  it  was  not  until  the  Irish  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  collated  first  in  1904  the 
exports  of  eggs  and  poultry  from  that  country  that 
there  was  any  realisation  as  to  the  important 
place  which  poultry  occupied  in  the  national 
rural  economy,  and  that  the  trade  done  was  in 
value  greater  than  that  of  dairj^  produce.  Such, 
he  said,  had  led  to  a  complete  change  of  view. 

American  Possibilities.  , 

The  figures  which  have ,  been  recently  pub- 
lished as  to  number  of  fowds  and  production  of 
poultr,v  and  eggs  in  Great  Britain,,  as  well  as  the 
capacity  of  the  country  in  these  directions, 
pale  into  insignificance  when  we  cora,pare  the 
size  of  our  "tight  little  island  "  with  that  of  the 
United  States.  Britain  has  32,000,000  acr^es  of 
cultivated  land  ;  in  the  States  the  later  records 
reveal  850,000,000  acres  of  farm  lands,  that  is, 
the  area  capable  of  profitable  cultivation,  which 
practically  means  nearly  twenty-seven  times  the 
capacity  of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  com- 
bined. Of  these,  however,  half  are  unoccu- 
pied, and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  half  not 
fully  used.  Should  the  time  be  reached  when 
upon  the  farm  lands  of  the  Union  there  is  an 
average  of  one  hen  per  acre,  and  that  the  annual 
egg  crop  is  equal  to  80  eggs  per  hen,  it  would 
mean  that  the  actual  number  would  reach  sixty- 
eight  thousand  million  eggs,  equal  to  nearly 
five  hundred  and  seventy  million  great  hundredvS, 
or  about  4,700,000  tons.  Such  figures  are  stag- 
gering, and  there  does  not  seem  any  danger  of 
a  famine  in  supplies.  A  large  country  like 
America  has,  however,  problems  in  respect  to 
marketing  which  smaller  and  more  densely 
populated  lands  know  nothing  of.  The  capacity 
of  a  country,  however,  is  not  to  be  measured  by 
its  land  area  alone,  but  by  its  human  inhabitants 
in  relation  thereto. 

The  Plucking  of  Geese. 

At  the  Limerick  City  Sessions  recently  fines 
were  imposed  upon  two  people,  one  for  plucking 
live  geese  and  the  other  for  permitting  it  to  be 
done,  which  would  indicate  that  the  practice 
is  illegal.  As  the  penalties  imposed  were 
nominal  the  question  should  not  be  allowed  to 
lie  quiescent.  That  there  is  a  great  amount  of 
such  plucking  at  home  and  abroad  is  undoubted. 
One  of  the  witnesses  in  the  case  referred  to. 
Stated  that  the  practice  had  existed  in  Ireland 
for  800  years.  That,  however,  is  no  justification 
for  its  continuance.  Humanitarian  ideas  were 
not  a  characteristic  of  our  forefathers.  In  justice 


to  those  who  are  concerned  in  what  is  relatively 
an  important  trade,  what  is  wanted  is  a  careful 
enquiry  into  the  practice.  It  would  be  worth 
while  to  appoint  a  departmental  committee  for 
this  purpose,  on  which  should  be  represented 
pathologists,  poultrymen,  and  traders,  em- 
powered to  investigate  the  question  thoroughly. 
Should  the  conclusions  arrived  at  be  condem- 
natory of  the  system,  as  we  imagine  would  be 
the  case,  there  should  be  a  rigid  and  systematic 
application  of  the  law,  not  mere  sporadic  prose- 
cutions on  the  part  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  So  far  as 
our  information  goes,  in  Britain  goose  plucking 
has  almost  died  out.  In  the  quill  pen  era  it  was 
very  general,  but  with  the  introduction  of  steel 
nibs  a  change  came  about.  If,  however,  the 
practice  is  prohibited  at  home,  what  about  the 
imports?  Prohibition  might  lead  to  refusal  to 
admit  ostrich  feathers,  as  these  are  plucked  from 
living  birds. 

High  Tails  and  Fecundity. 

Breeders  of  the  more  prolific  varieties  of 
poultry  well  know  that,  both  in  cocks  and  hens, 
many  of  the  specimens  carry  their  tails  very 
high.  From  an  exhibition  point  of  view  that  is  re- 
garded as  a  defect,  and  mating  has  been  designedly 
to  counteract  this  tendency.  It  is  evident  that 
in  appearance  the  neat,  compact,  low  tail  is  pre- 
ferable. On  the  other  hand,  many  poultrymen 
realise  that  those  hens  which  are  most  fecund  are 
generally  marked  by  well  spread,  high  tails, 
and  that  the  more  active  cocks  carry  their  caudal 
appendage  well  up.  So  far  as  we  are  aware, 
however,  it  has  not  hitherto  been  suggested 
that  there  is  any  correlation  between  egg  pro- 
duction and  high  tails.  Writing  in  the  Reliable 
Poultry  Jou7  7ial  Mr.  D.  E.  Hale  says  : — 

Did  you  ever  see  a  fowl  with  a  good  egg  record 
that  did  not,  while  she  was  making  it  (while  she 
was  in  good  condition)  have  a  high  tail.?  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  the  minute  a  bird  gets  out  of  condition 
it  carries  its  tail  low  .?  The  cock  o'  the  walk,  the 
one  full  of  vigour,  is  the  one  with  his  tail  carried 
high.  The  hen  that  is  busy,  hustling,  laying  and 
doing  the  work  is  the  one  with  the  high  tail. 

Such  may  not  be  good  literary  English  in  ex- 
pression, but  is  suggestive,  and  other  breeders 
support  the  contention,  which  deserves  further 
consideration  and  offers  a  field  for  observation. 
We  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  British  breeders 
have  to  say  on  the  point.  Should  such  be  true, 
it  means  that  nearly  all  our  standards  are  an- 
tagonistic to  the  development  of  prolificacy. 

Inheritance  of  Fecundity. 

After  the  close  of  the  International  Poultry 
Meetings,  Dr.  Rajmiond  Pearl  was  engaged  for 
another  week  at  the  Eugenics  Congress,  during 
the  course  of  which  he  read  a  paper  under  the 
above  title,  which  we  understand  was  a  summary 
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of  a  bulletin  to  be  issued  at  an  early  date  em- 
bodyino^  conclusions  arrived  at  after  careful 
observations  made  at  the  Maine  Experiment 
Station.  The  publication  will  be  eagerly  awaited. 
Dr.  Pearl  stated  that  two  definite  conclusions 
had  been  arrived  at.  The  first  was  that  egg- 
production  or  fecundit}^  of  a  hen  was  not  of 
itself  a  criterion  of  any  value  whatever  from 
which  to  predict  the  probable  egg-production  of 
her  female  progeny.  The  second  was  that, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  fecundity  was  in  some 
manner  or  other  inherited  in  the  domestic  fowl, 
and  the  opinion  he  had  been  led  to  by  his  ob- 
servations was  that  a  hen  transmitted  her  fecun- 
dit}^  to  her  male  progen^;^,  and  it  was  passed  on 
by  them  to  the  hens  of  the  next  generation. 
The  first  of  these  conclusions  conforms  with 
general  experience,  and  it  is  evident  that  trap- 
nesting  on  present  lines  has  largel^^  failed  in  so 
far  as  transmission  of  fecundity  is  concerned, 
although  it  has  had  a  powerful  influence  in 
compelling  attention  to  relative  fecundity  and 
showing  the  variations  of  productiveness  among 
the  same  flock.  If  Dr.  Pearl's  second  point  is 
correct,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  developments  which 
will  necessitate  a  complete  change  in  our 
methods  of  breeding  for  egg-production.  Such 
will  not  be  so  simple  as  the  use  of  highly  pro- 
lific hens,  and  will  mean  prolongation  of  the 
work,  but  these  cannot  be  avoided. 

A  Novel  Poultry  Exhibition. 

Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Poult /y  Item, 
of  Sellersville,  Pa.,  U.S.A.,  a  poultry  show  of  a 
novel  type  has  been  held  this  summer  at 
the  famous  watering-place,  Atlantic  Cit}^,  New 
Jerse}^,  and  the  reports  to  hand  tell  of  an 
unqualified  success.  The  features  in  which  it 
differs  from  an  ordinary  show  appear  to  have 
been  (i)  that  it  was  in  a  theatrical  auditorium 
on  a  great  pier,  a  thousand  feet  out  to  sea,  (2) 
that  each  lot  of  birds  had  a  space  eight  feet 
square,  with  a  small  house  of  canvas  as  a 
roosting  place  in  one  corner,  (3)  that  the 
inmates  were  kept  active  by  the  floors  being 
covered  with  sand  several  inches  deep  and  auto- 
matic feeders  to  induce  exercise,  (4)  that  above 
each  exhibit  was  displayed  the  owner's  name 
and  address,  (5)  that  the  exhibition  continued 
for  three  months.  All  that  means  expense, 
but  the  exhibitors  declare  themselves  as  abun- 
dantly satisfied,  and  as  an  advertising  medium 
its  value  is  undoubted,  on  some  da3'-s  as  many 
as  40,000  paying  admission  to  the  pier. 
President  Reese  V.  Hicks,  who  was  one  of  the 
judges,  says  that  the  more  natural  conditions 
enabled  visitors  to  study  the  birds  just  as  they 
are  in  a  natural  state  in  the  yards,  that  the 
impression  they  make  is  much  more  favourable 
than  in  the  ordinary  poultry  shows,  adding  that 


"the  crowds  stop  several  minutes  in  front  of 
each  pen,  studjnng  the  birds  instead  of  walking 
along  hurriedly  like  they  do  at  the  average 
show." 

Re-exports  of  Poultry 

Whether  Britain  is  becoming  a  clearing  house 
for  foreign  table  poultry,  as  for  so  many  other 
products,  remains  to  be  proved.  The  Trade 
and  Navigation  returns  for  July  would  suggest 
that  this  is  the  case.  In  the  seven  months 
ending  July  3  ist,  the  re-exports  of  foreign  and 
colonial  poultry  was  as  follows  : — 

£ 

Alive  .  127 
Dead  78,837 

Total  78,964 

as  against  ;^68,237  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1911  and  ^27,102  in  1910.  As  the  imports 
for  the  same  period  were  : — 

£ 

Ahve  25,347 
Dead  450,107 


Total  475,454 
the  net  imports  are  reduced  to  £^<^1^^\Z- 

Indian  Developments. 

The  IndianFowl  Fanciers  Journal  says  :  "  It  is 
contemplated  to  have  an  experimental  farm  for 
each  important  distinct  agricultural  tract  in  India. 
We  contend  that  the  equipment  of  every  such  farm 
will  be  incomplete  unless  provision  is  made  for  a 
poultry  department.  It  is  unnecessary  to  labour 
the  argument,  for,  besides  the  value  of  eggs  and 
fowls,  there  is  the  exceptional  advantage  of  the 
best  manure  that  can  be  procured.  Having 
accepted  the  poultry  adjuncts  to  experimental 
farms,  the  next  step  of  the  Government  will  be  the 
appointment  of  an  expert  controller  and  inspector 
with  a  position  and  independence  of  action  similar 
to  that  enjoyed  by  the  \''eterinary  Inspector- 
General.  " 

American  Poultry  Increase. 

Farm  Poultry  says  that  the  recent  census  of  live 
stock  in  1910  as  compared  with  1900  shows  "So'i 
per  cent,  increase  for  all  kinds  of  live  stock  ;  59-8 
per  cent,  increase  for  domestic  animals  ;  80-2  per 
cent,  increase  for  poultry.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
figures  do  not  include  poultry  not  on  farms,  for 
they  include  much  other  stock  not  on  farms,  and 
the  amount  of  poultry  not  included  in  the  returns 
is  enormous.  However,  the  figures  do  show  that 
the  production  of  poultry  is  increasing  much  more 
rapidly  than  that  of  other  kinds  of  live  stock. 
Beef  cattle  show  a  decrease  for  the  ten  years,  a  fact 
which  seems  to  bear  out  the  claim  of  the  packers 
that  the  high  cost  of  meat  is  due  to  a  shortage." 
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THE   GAME   FOWL   OF   OLD  ENGLAND. 


By  a.  T. 

\y\7AY  down  in  Mexico,  where  the  date  palm 
hangs  its  tired  leaves  in  the  white  rays  of 
ian  Unsparing  sun,  where  things  too  wicked  for 
the  susceptibilities  of  delicately-minded  people 
are  done  and  seen  at  broad  noon-day,  native 
gentlemen  still  go  to  and  fro  with  game-cocks 
under  their  arms  as  they  did  long  centuries  ago. 
Fond  of  heavy  potions  and  credit,  an  artful 
gambler  and  accomplished  idler,  but  always  a 
gentleman,  our  swarthy  friend  passes  his 
Sunday,  his  Saint's  day,  or  his  fair  day  at  the 
cock-pit.  If  the  latter  has  lost  some  of  the 
royal  patronage  with  which  it  was  once  adorned  ; 
if  stakes  no  longer  run  into  six  figures  (in  Mexi- 
can dollars)  and  the  cocker  himself  is,  perhaps, 
not  quite  so  pictu- 
resque a  figure  as  once 
he  was  in  the  great  days 
of  a  great  nation,  I  like 
to  think  that  he  is  no 
less  keen  on  the  con 
test.  I  am  glad  to 
know  that,  through  all 
the  chances  and  chan- 
ges of  a  people's  de 
cline,  that  despite  the 
long  and  chequered 
march  down  the  lane 
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of  years,  when  old  customs  have  melted  away 
and  ancient  customs  been  forgotten,  the  cocks  of 
the  game  have  survived  They  still  stand  un- 
daunted at  the  heart  of  the  people.  The  great 
athletic  contests  of  Mexico,  which  once  rivalled 
those  of  the  Greeks,  have  passed  away;  the 
bull-fight  has  lost  place,  coyote  and  dog-fighting 
are  extinct.  The  game-cock  alone  defies  the 
passage  of  Time. 

Now,  I  am  aware  that  one  need  not  go  as  far 
as  Mexico  to  find  cock-fighting  (Allah  be 
praised  ! — yet  another  proof  of  the  undying 
nature  of  the  sport)  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
enter  here  upon  a  dissertation  in  favour  of  "  the 
game."  One  cannot  be  too  careful  these  days, 
when  the  very  worm  and  the  humble  house-fly 
have  been  afforded  the  protection  of  the  law. 
But  I  have  incidentally  referred  to  the  sport  in 
Mexico  because  the  representations  of  fighting 
cocks  from  which  the  accompanying  photo- 
graphs were  taken  were  made  by  Mexican 
hands.  The  originals  are  entirely  constructed 
of  feather — some  of  them  are  often  excellent 
likenesses  of  the  varieties  they  are  intended  to 
represent — and  when  one  considers  that  they 
are  the  work  of  uncultured  hands — often  men 
and  women  of  the  poorest  class — I  think  it  will 
be  generall}^  conceded  that  they  are  extremely 


Johnson. 

creditable.  A  certain  conventionality  lends  an 
artistic  effect,  and  the  colour-blending  in  the 
originals  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  can  be.  Though 
the  latter  are  done  in  the  flat,  by  attaching 
feathers  to  a  piece  of  white  cardboard,  the  figures 
appear  at  a  little  distance  to  be  more  like  life- 
like miniatures  of  the  real  thing.  My  only 
regret  is  that  the  colours  of  the  originals  do  not 
appear  in  these  photographs.  But,  with  the 
help  of  orthochromatic  plates,  I  have  been  able 
to  show  some  indication  of  the  brilliant  reds, 
golds  and  yellows  which  are  included  in  the 
plumage. 

Assuming  (mark  the  word)  that  the  royal 
game  of  cocking  is  defunct  in  England — and 

the  decadence  of  the 
nation  may  be  said  to 
have  set  in  with  the  sup- 
pression of  the  game 
as  a  public  exhibition 
—is  there,  one  wonders, 
any  other  than  an  his- 
torical and  "  fancy  " 
interest  left  in  the  old 
breed  ?  Are  we  not 
rather  too  prone  to  look 
upon  the  blue-blooded 
aristocrat  —  this  very 
poultry   world — with 
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indifference  ?  Do  we  realise  what  a  grand 
inheritance  we  have  in  "  The  English  Fowl,"  as 
Buffon  termed  the  breed,  and  appreciate  it  as 
we  ought  ?  The  fanciers  will  probably  answer 
these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  And  no  one 
will  do  otherwise  than  say  to  them — but  for 
whom  the  breed  might  have  dwindled  into 
extinction — "  Go  on  and  prosper."  A  few,  alas  ! 
how  few  !  will  contend  that  Old  English  Game 
are  the  table-fowl  incomparable,  the  one  breed 
whose  colour  and  symmetry  are  unparalleled. 
But  one  can,  perhaps,  count  those  who  esteem 
the  venerable  breed  from  a  utilitarian  and 
aesthetic  point  of  view  on  the  fingers  of  both 
hands.  They  are  men  who— as  Mr.  Harrison 
Weir  was  — are  outside  the  pale  of  commercial 
poultry-keeping  as  we  understand  it  now. 

It  has  long  been  a  wish  of  mine  to  see  the 
Old  English  Fowl,  with  its  splendid  attributes 
and  noble  ancestry,  more  properly  appreciated 
in  its  own  land.  The  fanciers  have  done  their 
part,  and  done  it  well,  according  to  their  lights ; 
the  rank  and  file  of  utilitarians  have  also  done 
their  part,  which  has  been  to  ignore  the  Old 
English  and  all  that  pertains  to  it.  That  they 
have  their  own  reasons  for  so  doing  I  do  not 
doubt,  but  I  have  yet  to  be  convinced  that,  in 
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fineness  of  bone,  quality  of  flesh — both  in  tex-  being  the  only  way  they  could  be  secured, 
ture,  abundance  and  flavour — there  is  another  These  birds  would  fly — ''skimming"  like  pheas- 
breed  to  equal  the  ancient  British  breed.  And,  ants — from  their  roosting  trees  in  the  morning 
without  prolonging  the  argument  further,  we  directly  to  the  stubble,  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
will  let  it  sta}'  at  that.  How  can  we  best  pro-  mile  away.  All  of  us  who  are  familiar  with  Mr. 
mote  these  inherent  qualities  of  endurance,  Lewis  Wright's  works  will  recollect  his  reference 
valour,  beauty,  and  what,  for  want  of  a  better  to  a  cock  of  "  about  4^  lbs.  which  flew  from 
term,  I  must  call  gaminess  of  flesh,  which  have  Lower  Langdon  to  Higher  Langdon  Farm  (half 
sustained  the  pristine  grandeur  of  the  old  breed  a  mile)  and  there  killed  the  master  bird  of  that 
throughout  the  ages  ?  The  suggestion  is  no  farm."  Again  he  writes  :  "  Mr.  John  Harris,  of 
new  one,  I  know,  but  why  not  naturalise  the  Liskeard,  has  told  me  that  years  ago,  when  the 
breed  in  our  woods  and  park-lands  as  a  game  late  Colonel  Trevor  Dicken  (who  wrote  largely 
bird,  whicb  it  is  in  every  best  sense  of  the  term,  on  the  subject  fort}^  years  ago,  under  the  iiom 
Has  not,  indeed,  this  splendid  fowl  given  that  de  plume  of  'Newmarket')  came  to  .see  him,  he 
word  "  game  "  and  all  that  it  signifies  to  our  called  over  a  hundred  cockerels,  then  running 
language  ?  As  a  member  of  our  avifauna  I  with  an  old  cock,  and  they  came  fljdng  over  the 
contend  that,  given  the  right  strain  as  a  nucleus,     trees  like  a  flock  of  rooks." 

the  Old  English  would  settle  down  and,  in  Indeed,  anyone  who  has  any  practical  know- 
ledge of  this  fine  old 
race  of  poultry  will  be 
ready  to  testify  to  its 
power  of  flight,  and  also, 
I  think,  to  back  me  up 
when  I  say  that  that 
attribute  would,  under 
proper  conditions,  de- 
velop naturally.  With 
a  change  to  a  more 
natural  life  the  weight 
of  the  birds  would  slight- 
ly decrease.  They  would 
grow  harder,  more  com- 
pact and  intrinsically 
game-like.  Inbreeding, 
when  in  a  wild  state, 
would  have  but  little,  if 
any,  deleterious  eff"ect 
upon  the  race.  Poly- 
gamy, and  the  survival 
of  the  fittest  would  look 
after  that.  Nature  in- 
muscular^  development  For  Death  or  Glory.  iCopyri.kt  breeds  continuously,  and 
in  England  has  degenerated  since  the  sup-  her  results  are  infinitely  superior  to  ours  who  fight 
pression  of  cock-fighting,  that  these  birds  consanguinity  like  sin.  But — let  me  not  be  mis- 
are  less  expert  as  fliers  than  their  ancestors  understood — that  is  not  because  Nature  is  right 
were,  we  have,  nevertheless,  every  reason  to  and  we  are  wrong,  but  because  we  have  fashioned 
suppose  that  a  breed  such  as  this  one  would  our  methods  on  principles  which  are  artificial, 
rapidl}^  regain  what  it  had,  through  disuse.  When  I  was  breeding  Anconas  a  number  of 
lost.  All  poultry  are  quick  to  respond  to  these  birds  took  to  a  semi-wild  life  in  the  woods 
treatment  and  environment ;  even  quite  slight  and  fields  which  surrounded  the  place.  But 
changes  in  conditions  of  life  rapidly  bring  space  will  not  allow  me  to  do  more  than  say 
about  remarkable  differences  in  health,  pro-  here  that  they  were  of  the  old  original  type 
lificac}^,  stamina  and  other  attributes.  And  I  (neither  Black  Minorcas  with  white  spots  nor 
believe  that,  in  a  few  generations,  wild-bred  White  Leghorns  with  black  ones),  rather  small. 
Old  English  would  become  strong  fliers.  Even  very  wild,  splashed  rather  than  mottled,  and 
to-day  there  are  strains  which  still  possess  the  tremenduous  fliers.  Indeed,  it  was  mainly 
power  of  pinion  enjo5'^ed  b}^  their  ancestors.  I  because  nothing  would  keep  them  within 
can  remember  seeing,  when  a  boy,  some  of  the  bounds  that  I  made  a  virtue  of  a  necessity  and 
surplus  pullets  and  cockerels  of  a  flock  of  old  studied  them — at  a  distance — with  the  other 
black-reds  being  .shot  for  table  purposes — that     fowls  of  the  air.    The  pullets  of  this  strain 


course  of  time,  become 
as  useful  an  asset  to 
our  coverts  and  rough 
country  as  the  pheasant 
now  is. 

What  are  the  argu- 
ments which  are  likely 
to  be  raised  in  objection 
to  the  naturalising  of 
Old  English  as  game 
birds  ?  A  sportsman,  if 
he  knows  nothing  of  the 
breed,  would  probably 
pooh-pooh  the  idea  on 
the  grounds  that,  having 
largely  lost  its  power  of 
flight,  it  would  be  use- 
less for  purposes  of  sport. 
Beyond  that  I  have  not 
heard  au}^  serious  objec- 
tions raised  in  opposition 
to  such  a  project.  But, 
suDDOsinsr  we  admit  that 
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would  fly  across  a  five-acre  field  with  the  great- 
est ease.  Both  sexes  would  crouch  in  the  grass 
like  pheasants.  They  were  very  secretive  in 
habits,  shy  and  restive.  Close  confinement 
they  could  not  stand.  The  cockerels  were 
exceedingly  pugnacious — much  more  so  than 
those  of  an3^  other  Mediterranean  breed.  A 
raw  cross  would  in  them  produce  a  large  pre- 
ponderance of  chickens  which  developed  the 
familar  gold  and  red  hackle  of  game  fowls  (or 
of  Gallus  Bankiva)  and  these  colours  were 
always  accompanied  by  a  diminution  of  white 
areas  and  an  increase  of  black,  or  rather  green, 
with  an  intensified  gloss.  It  would  not  only 
accentuate  the  wild  instincts  noted  above 
but  even  produce  birds  that  laid  faintly 
tinted,  smooth-shelled  eggs  quite  unlike 
those  of  any  other  non-sitter.  The  incubating 
habit  became  strongly  reinstated  in  many  of 
the  hens,  who  made  splendid  mothers,  rearing 
their  own  breeds  unaided. 

From  the  above  observations  and  many 
others  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  those  old 
Anconas  were  more 
nearly  allied  to  the 
primeval  fowl  than  are 
most  other  breeds — 
game  excepted.  And 
when  we  call  to  mind 
the  fact  that  game 
fowls  were  known  in 
Italy  during  the  days  of 
Rome's  greatness,  it  is 
not,  I  think,  unreason- 
able to  conclude  that 
the  genuine  old  type 
Ancona — now  too  rare 
— has  a  very  strong 
infusion  of  game  blood 
in  its  constitution,  if, 
indeed,  it  be  not  directly  descended  from  that 
source. 

The  original  Ancona  and  Old  English — 
whether  they  were,  at  one  time,  one  and  the 
same  or  not — are  now  far  enough  removed  to 
bring  about  reversion  in  their  progeny.  And 
that  reversion  would  undoubtedly  be  towards  a 
game  fowl  of  earlier  type  rather  than  our  present 
specimens.  It  would  tend  to  produce  a  fowl  in 
which  the  latent,  primitive  instincts  would  be 
re-awakened  to  an  extent  unseen  in  the  wildest 
of  our  domesticated  breeds — a  fowl  eminently 
adapted  to  a  wild,  woodland  life. 

Now,  I  think  I  have  gone  far  enough  to 
enable  the  patient  reader  to  grasp  the  main 
outline  of  the  suggestion  contained  in  this 
article.  It  may  be  that  Old  English  have  alread}^ 
been  naturalised  by  some  devotee  of  the  breed. 
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If  so,  it  would  be  interesting  to  have  some 
observations  on  the  subject.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  feel,  and  feel  strongly,  that  the  project  is  one 
that  might  be  seriously  undertaken  by  many 
who  have  the  interest  of  this  splendid  breed  at 
heart,  and  who  have  sufficient  land  and  leisure 
to  enable  them  to  afford  the  scheme  a  fair 
chance.  To  some  it  may  appear  rather  ignomi- 
nious to  first  naturalise  this  fowl  and  then  to 
shoot  it.  But  I  do  not  think  that  argument 
worth  refuting.  To  be  shot  is  better  than  to 
have  the  neck  wrung,  and  the  noblest  creatures 
of  the  wild  woods  are  to-day  the  honoured  prey 
of  kings.  Let  us  have  our  standards  of 
perfection  and  our  exhibition  specimens  by  all 
means.  But  the  one  place  wherein  the  splendour, 
the  valour,  the  endurance  and  all  those  indomit- 
able qualities  which  the  monarch  of  the  poultry 
world  has  ever  possessed  can  be  maintained  and 
perpetuated  is  the  wild  freedom  of  English 
woods. 

I  think  we,  as  a  nation,  are  too  apt  to  forget 
the  fact  that  the  Old  English  Game  has  played 

its  part,  and  a  great 
part,  in  the  making  of 
the  Empire.  We  do 
not  always  realise  that, 
even  though  the  cock- 
fight may  have  had 
its  brutal  side,  it  in- 
spired courage  and 
valour  in  us  as  it  did 
in  the  3^oung  warriors 
of  Csesar.  We  lose 
sight  of  the  impelling 
fact  that  it  was  in  the 
cock-pit  of  the  "  Vic- 
tory," at  the  greatest 
moment  of  triumph 
our  nation  has  ever 
known,  that  Horatio  Nelson  died. 


Importers'  111  Luck, 

Importers  of  live  fowl  in  distant  countries  have 
to  run  considerable  risks.  The  Melbourne  Weekly 
Times  says  :  111  fortune  seems  to  attend  all  the 
recent  importations  of  poultry  from  America.  Mr. 
T.  H.  Grant  only  landed  one  live  bird  out  of  eight ; 
and  Messrs.  Hewitt  and  Co.  have  just  received 
advice  that  a  White  Leghorn  cockerel  shipped  to 
them  by  a  leading  American  breeder  died  on  the 
trip  out.  As  the  bird  was  purchased  at  a  very 
high  figure  the  loss  is  serious.  The  importers, 
however,  have  cabled  to  America  for  another  bird. 

Sicilian  Buttercups. 

This  is  one  of  the  latest  breeds  in  America,  said 
to  have  been  imported  direct  from  Sicily,  in  which 
case  it  will  be  another  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Italy. 
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THAT   200-EGG  HEN. 

[THE  JACK-0-I.ANTERN   OF  POULTRYMEN.j 
By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 


Q INCE  the  prolificacy  of  our  domesticated  hen 
has  been  regarded  as  important,  which  prob- 
ably extends  over  a  much  longer  period  than  is 
commonly  supposed,  this  question  has  received 
attention.  The  advent  of  phenomenal  layers 
has  been  recorded  even  as  far  back  as  the  da3's 
of  Columella  two  thousand  years  ago.  Modern 
breeders  can  claim  no  virtue  on  that  score.  It 
would  appear  that  what  is  taking  place  in  the 
twentieth  century  is  but  a  repetition  of  events 
which  have  marked  every  generation  far  back 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  Era. 
I  do  not  say  this  to  discourage  breeders  in  their 
efforts  to  increase  the  productiveness  of  their 
fowls,  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  greater  num- 
ber, and  to  discover,  if  that  be  possible,  what 
are  the  influences  which  make  for  enhancement 
of  returns,  for  it  is  evident  that  upon  these  will 
depend  to  a  considerable  extent  future  develop- 
ments, and  in  part  that  growth  of  the  poultry 
industr}^  lor  which  we  are  striving.  My  reason 
for  again  submitting  considerations  respecting 
this  question  is  that  it  would  appear  those 
methods  which  many  of  us  thought  were  help- 
ing towards  a  solution  of  the  question  have 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  It  is 
difficult,  however  reluctant  we  may  be  to  do  so, 
to  come  to  an}"  other  conclusion  than  that  we  are 
very  little,  if  any,  further  forward  than  were  our 
predecessors.  The  main  difference  arises  from 
the  fact  that  with  the  conduct  of  poultry-keep- 
ing to  a  greater  extent  on  industrial  lines  and 
the  growth  of  breeding  for  sale  of  stock  records 
are  kept  to  a  degree  unknown  previoush'.  That, 
pro  rata  to  the  total  number  of  hens  kept,  the 
number  of  heavy  layers  is  greater  to-day  than 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  ago  we  have  no  reliable 
data  to  show.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  scarcely 
questionable  that  the  average  productiveness  of 
our  fowls  in  respect  to  eggs  has  advanced  to  a 
considerable  extent  within  the  past  two  or  three 
decades.  Such  would  appear,  however,  to  be 
mainly  due  to  the  introduction  of  new  breeds 
and  to  the  realisation  of  the  fact  that  age  has  an 
important  influence  in  this  direction. 

Some  months  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to 
indicate  some  of  the  considerations  leading  to 
conclusions  that  to  succeed  we  must  revise  our 
views  on  this  question.  I  endeavoured  to  show 
("Breed,  Strain  &  Environment,"  Poultry  Record, 
Januar}^,  1912,  page  150,)  that  the  statement 
"  Good  laying  is  a  question  of  strain  and  not  of 
breed,"   whilst  favourable  to  the   interests  of 


breeders  of  stock  birds  for  sale,  cannot  be  justi- 
fied, much  less  proved.  The  purpose  I  had  in 
view  has  not  been  attained.  What  was  sought 
for  has  not  been  forthcoming — -namely,  definite 
records  of  the  progeny  of  abnormal  laying  hens, 
not  in  a  few  exceptional  cases  but  as  a  whole. 
One  private  correspondent  states  that  birds  from 
a  famous  famil}^  of  Australian  White  L,eghorns 
have  proved  remarkable  laj^ers  over  here.  That 
was  to  be  expected.  The  change  of  conditions 
has  contributed  thereto.  But  as  "one  swallow 
does  not  make  a  summer,"  so  we  must  wait  to 
see  the  results  in  a  succession  of  years  and  over 
the  entire  body  of  descendants,  kept  under  rea- 
sonably good  conditions.  The  fact  is,  whilst 
such  strains  maj^  and  do  produce  a  higher  average 
that  common  fowls,  the  number  of  those  which 
fall  below  the  general  standard  is  very  great. 

Eest  there  should  be  doubt  as  to  prevalence  of 
the  abnormal  la3^ers  long  ago,  four  instances  may 
be  cited.  These  quotations  are  restricted  to  a 
very  short  period  in  the  early  years  of  last  half- 
centur}^  They  could  be  multiplied  were  that  at 
all  necessary. 

The  first  is  taken  from  Messrs.  Winfield  and 
Johnson's  "Poultry  Book,"  published  in  1853,  in 
which,  as  one  of  several  instances  given  as  to 
the  laying  of  the  Shanghai,  it  is  stated  (page  60)  : 

A  pullet  of  1851  from  Mr.  Puncliard's  stock,  was  sold 
when  about  six  months  old  to  a  gentleman,  and  on  the 
day  following  her  arrival  at  her  new  house,  her  dark  buff 
egg  was  duly  deposited  in  the  nest.  She  continued  to 
lay  daily,  till,  in  96  days,  she  laid  95  eggs,  in  20  more 
days  she  laid  10  more  eggs  ;  making  in  all  105  eggs  in 
116  days.    She  then  sat  and  reared  an  early  brood. 

The  second  and  third  are  obtained  from  the 
Cottage  Gardener.  In  the  issue  of  January  ist, 
1852,  is  given  a  list  of  eggs  produced  on  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Punchard,  of  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
showing  that  from  35  Cochin  China  hens,  from 
Christmas,  1850,  to  December  6th,  18.51,  were 
produced  5,446  eggs,  an  average  of  155.57,  and 
there  were  nineteen  da^'s  to  complete  the  3^ear. 
It  is  stated  some  of  the  pullets  had  commenced 
\a.y\ng,  so  that  it  is  probable  the  actual  average 
was  not  so  high  as  recorded.  However,  the 
result  is  noteworthy. 

Even  more  remarkable  are  results  given  in  the 
same  publication,  June  23rd,  1853.  One  Cochin 
pullet,  owned  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Johnson,  of  Win- 
chester, began  la3dng  on  December  15th,  1852. 
and  by  June  i6th,   1853,  or  183  da3^s,  she  had 
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produced  163  eggs.  Of  two  others,  the  property 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Siiell,  of  Norwood,  one  began  to 
lay  November  27th,  1852,  and  by  June  r3th,  1853, 
or  199  days,  had  laid  174  eggs;  and  the  other 
beginning  on  December  30th,  1852,  by  June 
13th,  1853,  or  166  days,  had  produced  137  eggs. 

Here  are  four  instances  of  sixty  years  ago,  all 
relating  to  a  breed  which  no  one  now  thinks  of 
keeping  for  egg-production,  which  equal  an}^ 
modern  records.  Three  are  individual  records, 
the  fourth  is  of  a  flock  of  35  birds.  It  is  well  to 
remember,  however,  that  the  breed  had  been 
recently  introduced  from  Asia  into  this  country. 
Evidently  the  change  of  habitat  was  highly  stimu- 
lative, and  to  that  we  are  compelled  to  attribute 
the  remarkable  prolificacy  of  these  birds.  When 
the  Plymouth  Rock  was  first  brought  to  Britain 
more  than  thirty  years  ago  man)^  breeders  found 
the  hens  to  be  remarkable  la3^ers,  doubtless  from 
the  same  cause.  But  such  has  not  been  main- 
tained in  either  case.  With  full  acclimatisation 
to  the  new  conditions  the  abnormal  period 
passed. 

What  this  would  suggest,  although  upon  that 
point  it  would  be  undesirable  to  dogmatise,  is 
that  the  high  records  attained  in  British  and 
other  laying  competitions  finds  its  explanation 
to  some  extent  in  the  fact  that  the  new  con- 
ditions and  environment  are  a  special  stimulus 
to  some  of  the  birds,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  reverse  influence  is  exerted  with  such  as 
occupy  the  lowest  positions  in  the  scale.  As 
we  may  assume  that  all  the  competing  birds 
received  the  same  care,  treatment  and  food,  and 
that  the  owners  would  not  enter  them  unless 
they  were  progeny  of  good  lajdng  hens,  such 
may  explain  what  has  puzzled  everyone  who 
has  studied  the  records  of  these  contests.  It  is 
not  breed  or  strain  but  environment,  acting  upon 
tendencies  of  which  we  know  practically  nothing. 
That  opens  a  question  of  vast  importance,  but 
which  cannot  now  be  adequently  discussed. 

Suffice  it  is  to  say  that  if  there  is  anything 
m  this  the  poultry-keeper  who  desires  to 
maintain  a  high  average  of  egg-production  in 
his  fowls  must  depend  more  upon  purchases  than 
his  own  stock,  or  that,  in  the  case  of  a  farmer, 
he  must  select  as  run  for  his  laying  birds  soil 
that  is  as  totally  different  as  possible  from  that 
whereon  they  were  bred  and  reared.  There  is 
no  certainty,  however.  The  effect  is  as  likely 
to  bring  about  a  decline  as  an  increase  in 
production.  He  must  be  willing  to  take  the  risk 
until  we  know  a  great  deal  more  than  at  present. 

Hence  it  will  be  evident  that  the  obsession 
which  has  filled  the  minds  of  poultr3^-keepers 
during  recent  years  as  to  that  200  Egg  Hen,  b}^ 
no  means  so  exceptional  as  had  been  supposed, 
has  been  a  "  Jack-o-Lantern,"  a  "  Will-o'-the- 
Wisp,"  an  ignis  fatuus,  and  has  led  breeders 


astray.  Progression  is  secured  by  unlearning 
as  well  as  learning.  Ours  has  been  thus  far  the 
former.  We  must  now  strive  towards  the  latter. 
It  is  not  altogether  pleasant  to  think  we  have 
been  following  a  mirage,  but  such  cannot  be 
helped.  Perhaps  Mendelism  is  the  next  phase 
of  credulity  in  relation  to  poultry-breeding. 
That  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  not  what  advo- 
cates and  devotees  believe,  but  what  can  be 
proved  in  actual  practice.  As  Mr.  J.  H.  Robin- 
son states  in  his  recently  published  book  :  "  To 
be  of  direct  use  to  the  mass  of  poultry-breeders 
the  facts  of  Mendelism  must  be  demonstrated 
with  pure-bred  poultry  and  the  laws  stated  for 
direct  application  in  the  breeding  of  pure  races." 
Such  is  not  yet  evident. 

Whilst,  therefore,  individual  hens  producing 
200  eggs  and  more  during  their  first  year  of 
laying  are  not,  and  have  never  been,  rare, 
attainment  of  such  an  average  over  a  large  flock 
is  apparently'  as  far  off  as  ever.  Now  and  again 
something  like  that  standard  is  reached  for  a 
year  or  two.  It  cannot  be  maintained.  Fifteen 
years  ago  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter  told  me  of  a  breeder 
of  White  Wyandottes  who  had  advanced  to  an 
average  of  187  eggs,  I  think,  with  300  pullets, 
but  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it  recently.  As 
expressed  previously,  my  contention  is  that  to 
force  production  to  this  extent  is  disastrous, 
leading  to  weakness  and  degeneracy.  It  is  too 
big  a  leap  from  the  normal,  which  has  to  be 
paid  for.  The  rebound  of  the  spring  cannot 
be  long  delayed.  The  fact  is  no  200-egg  strain 
of  fowls  exists,  and  to  advertise  such  is  mis- 
leading. If  breeders  would  frankly  state  how 
many  hens  have  reached  that  point,  and  what 
are  the  records  of  all  the  others,  they  would  be 
justified,  not  otherwise.  Buyers  would  then 
know  what  to  expect.  It  is  like  the  old  chestnut 
about  "Snakes  in  Ireland,"  said  to  have  been 
published  in  a  work  on  Natural  History,  in 
which  the  statement  was  made,  "there  are  no 
snakes  in  Ireland."  And  from  all  the  evidence 
obtainable,  "  there  is  no  200-egg  breed  or  strain." 
Whether  there  ever  will  be  is  not  for  me  to  say. 
I  hope  it  may  be  realised  and  wish  success  to 
everyone  attempting  it. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  permissbile  to 
point  out  that,  looking  at  the  question  from  the 
point  of  view  of  producers  and  not  that  of  the 
vendor-breeder,  the  200-egg  hen  question  is  of 
lesser  importance  than  is  generally'  supposed. 
Success  in  the  poultry^  industry^  will  be 
determined  by  the  normal,  not  the  abnormal. 
The  presence  in  a  flock  of  a  few  exceptional 
layers,  unless  they  can  transmit  this  prolificacy^ 
to  their  progeny,  which  apparently  they  do  not, 
is  of  very  small  moment.  Supposing  a  farmer 
has  a  flock  of  200  hens,  and  the  average  of  190 
is  130  eggs  per  annum,  whilst  the  remaining  10 
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attain  the  200-egg  standard,  the  total  increase 
will  be  700  eggs  in  the  twelve  months,  which  is 
a  modest  gain.  The  total  average  is  thus  i35'5, 
that  is,  a  gain  of  3^  eggs  per  hen.  Could  that 
be  continued  and  increased  such  would  be 
beneficial.  My  point  is  that  in  all  probability 
if  he  is  led  to  depend  mainly  upon  these  few 
abnormal  layers  for  breeding,  the  chances  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  reaction  which  will 
considerably  reduce  the  total  average.  I  am 
sorry  to  feel  compelled  to  say  this,  but  the  truth 
has  been  forced  home  against  my  ideals  and 
wishes.  Reverting  to  the  gain  by  these  abnormal 
layers,  it  would  only  mean  three  per  cent, 
increase.  Whether  it  is  worth  that  must  be 
determined  by  each  poultry-keeper.  My  belief 
is  that  he  would  gain  much  more  if  he  could 
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We  have  to  learn  that  what  may  be  permissible 
in  one  is  undesirable,  and  possibly  fatal,  in  the 
other.  The  basal  principles  of  breeding  may 
be  the  same,  but  the  application  must  be  totally 
different.  The  fancier  to  secure  that  perfection 
which  is  his  ideal  may  find  it  most  profitable  to 
sail  as  near  the  wind  as  possible ;  the  practical 
man  cannot  do  this  with  safety. 

There  is  one  further  point  which,  although 
not  directly  connected  with  the  subject  under 
consideration,  may  be  mentioned — namely,  the 
amount  of  food  consumed  by  the  various  races 
of  fowls.  That  must  always  be  measured  in 
respect  to  the  total  output.  We  have  seen  that 
some  Cochins  were  wonderful  layers  as  far  back 
as  sixty  years  ago.  Even  then  I  question 
whether  they  were  profitable  from  the  fact  that 


A  late-hatched  clutch  of  18  light  Sussex  and  Faverolles  chickens.  This  is  an  excellent 
cross  for  table  purposes,  the  chickens  growing  quickly  and  possessing  flesh  of 

first-rate  colour,  flavour,  and  texture.     •  [Copyi-igkf. 


find  out  those  hens  laying  140  or  even  150  eggs 
per  annum,  using  these  as  stock,  and  discarding 
the  producers  of  200  each.  Again  it  must  be 
reiterated  that  vSUccess  will  be  determined  by 
the  normal,  not  the  abnormal.  Only  too  long 
has  the  exceptional  200-egg  hen  been  permitted 
to  lure  us  from  the  path  of  safety  and  true 
progression.  The  man  who  breaks  the  record 
in  certain  forms  of  athletics  generally  breaks 
himself. 

One  danger  is  ever  present  with  us.  The 
British  poultry  industry  was  evolved  from 
fancy  breeding.  Some  of  those,  including  the 
writer,  who  have  shared  in  developing  the 
utility  side  were  nurtured  in  exhibition  ideals 
and  theories,  which  have  often  led  us  astray. 


they  were  such  heavy  eaters.  One  of  this  breed 
will  consume  three  times  as  much  as  a  Leghorn 
and  twice  as  much  as  a  Plymouth  Rock.  There- 
fore, if  the  number  of  eggs  laid  were  equal,  what 
would  be  an  excellent  margin  in  one  case  would 
disappear  in  the  other.  Such  a  question  as 
this  has  never  received  adequate  consideration, 
but  should  always  be  regarded  in  endeavouring 
to  approximate  the  relative  values  of  the 
different  breeds.  That,  also,  brings  up  again 
the  subject  of  size  of  body,  which  has  recently 
been  discussed,  and  to  which  nothing  need  be 
added  at  the  present  time.  This  point  is  worth 
careful  and  exhaustive  observation  on  the  part 
of  those  engaged  in  experimental  work,  though 
probably  of  lesser  importance  where  birds  are 
at  liberty  than  if  they  are  kept  in  confinement. 
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THE  VAGARIES  OF  EGG  AND  POULTRY  IMPORTS. 


By  "Statistician." 


CTRIKES  and  national  disasters  leave  their 
effect  upon  consumption  and,  therefore,  upon 
trade.  The  3'ear  191 2  has  been  marked  b}^  un- 
rest on  all  sides.  In  addition  thereto,  variations 
in  production,  upsetting  calculations  based  upon 
previous   experience,  have   marked   the  past 


ups  and  downs  are  considerable.  Only  in  nine 
weeks  out  of  the  twenty-six  have  the  weekly 
importations  been  greater  in  the  current  year 
than  were  received  in  the  corresponding  weeks 
of  19 II.  The  lowest  week  of  19 12  was  that 
ending  February  24th,  when  the  total  quantities 


Diagram  1.— Imports  of  Eggs  in  Quantities  for 

months.  As  a  result  home  poultry-keepers  and 
importers  have  experienced  a  difficult  season. 
Such  was  especially  the  case  in  Februar}^  when 
the  home  supplies  of  eggs  were  phenomenally  low, 
and  not  compensated  by  increases  from  abroad. 

In  order  to  show  the  comparisons  between 
19 II  and  19 1 2,  I  have  prepared  two  diagrams, 
indicating  the  imports  each  week  for  the  first 
six  months  of  each  year  of  (i)  quantities  of  eggs 
and  (ii)  values  of  poultry,  as  revealed  in  the 
returns  issued  by  the  Statistical  Office  of  His 
Majesty's  Custom  House. 

From  the  former  of  these  it  will  be  seen  that 
whilst  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  uniformity,  the 


/9/2 


each  week  from  January  to  June,  1911  &  1912. 

{CopyrigJit . 

received  were  147,027  great  hundreds,  and  the 
highest  the  week  ending  June  29th,  when 
562,624  great  hundreds  were  landed.  The 
figures  indicate  that  June  in  both  years  was 
the  month  when  by  far  the  largest  quantities 
of  eggs  were  imported.  Taking  the  gross  totals, 
I  find  that  the  imports  for  six  months  were  as 
follows : — 


1911 
1912 


8,569,492  great  hundreds 
8,073,233 


decrease        496,259       „  „ 
which  is  equal  to  about  4,150  tons.    The  reduc- 
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tion  in  values  is  onl}'  ;^3r,855,  so  that  the  re- 
lative price  has  advanced  considerably. 

From  Diagram  II  it  will  be  evident  that  the 
variations  in  poultry  imports  is  ver\'  much 
greater  in  191 1  than  in  191 2,  when  they  were 
fairl}'  regular.  The  highest  in  the  first-named 
year  was  March  i6th  {j£6=„684.),  with  Ma}^  iith 
(^61,669)  a  good  second,  whilst  the  lowest  was 


Jungle  Fowl  in  Scotland, 

The  Scotsman  states  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Kerr,  of 
Harviestoun  Castle,  Dollar,  the  well-known  Clydes- 
dale horse  and  cattle  breeder,  made  some  interesting 
experiments  in  endeavouring  to  introduce  the 
jungle  fowl  into  Scottish  preserves,  but  they  were 
attended  with  but  indifferent  success.  The  hens 
seemed  to  have  ver}-  little  idea  of  making  a  nest  of 


/>£>// 
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Diagram  2.— Imports  of  Poultry  in  Values  for  each  week  from  January  to  June,  1911  &  1912. 


March  9th  (;z^i,558).  In  that  case  there  was  no 
coal  strike  to  afford  an  explanation.  In  19 12 
the  highest  week  was  January  20th  (^44,644), 
and  a  general  decline  from  March  9th  to  the  end 
of  June.  The  gross  totals  for  the  two  periods  of 
six  months  are  as  under — 

191 1        -       .       -  ^609,097 


1912 


465=530 


any  kind  amidst  their  new  surroundings,  and  laid 
their  eggs  about  in  a  very  careless  manner.  These 
eggs,  however,  were  collected  and  proved  very 
fertile,  being  hatched  out  by  the  aid  of  incubators. 
Jungle  fowls,  however,  proved  but  poor  sport  as 
game,  as  they  kept  religiously  to  the  ground  ;  they 
seldom  rose  on  the  wing,  and  eventually  they  were 
allowed  gradually  to  die  out. 


^143,567 

such  is  a  reduction  in  the  current  year  of  23*57 
per  cent. 

The  records  here  given  speak  for  themselves, 
and  it  is  unnecessary-  to  enlarge  upon  them. 


The  Shape  of  Indian  Runner  Ducks. 

At  the  recent  International  Meetings  Professor 
Beeck,  of  Crollwitz,  Germany,  described  the  Indian 
Runner  as  now  bred  to  be  like  a  Rhine  wine  bottle 


on  legs. 


Petaluma  Eggs. 

It  is  stated  that  during  the  last  week  of  May, 
igi2,  a  total  of  3,058,128  eggs  were  despatched 
from  this  Californian  centre,  and  that  the  total 
shipments  for  the  month  amounted  to  1,119,456 
dozens,  or  13,433,472  eggs. 

Dutch  Ducks. 

Around  Landsmeer,  near  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
duck  raising  appears  to  be  carried  out  on  extensive 
lines,  and  is  a  profitable  business,  records  Mr.  A.  O. 
Schilling,  in  an  interesting  article  appearing  in  the 
American  Poultry  World. 
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PERSONAL  LETTERS  FROM  AN  OLD  FANCIER. 

VI.— To  A  Specialist  Poultry-Breeder. 


"T^EAR  Mr.  Giedersome, — I  have  been  watch- 
ing  with  considerable  interest  the  efforts 
which  are  being  put  forth  to  popularise  your 
last  love  among  the  breeds  of  poultry.  It  was  a 
pleasure  recently  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
judging  of  a  strong  class  at  one  of  the  earl}^ 
summer  shows.  That  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  carefully  examining  what  may  be  regarded  as 
the  best  examples  at  present  forthcoming,  and 
of  finding  out  something  as  to  the  lines  upon 
which  breeders  are  proceeding. 

So  far  as  I  could  discern,  you  are  upon  right 
lines,  and  if  selection  is  within  well-defined 
limits  this  addition  to  our  breeds  should  be 
acceptable,  giving  at  once  plenty  of  scope  for 
the  work  of  fanciers,  and  at  the  same  time 
maintaining  those  food  qualities  which  have 
made  it  a  favourite  in  its  native  land.  It  was 
noticeable,  however,  that  one  or  two  exhibitors 
are  disposed  to  get  off  the  track,  to  introduce 
new  features,  some  of  which  would  totally  alter 
it  That  is  undesirable,  and  would  do  more 
harm  than  good.  Such  should  be  strenuously 
resisted.  Only  one  of  these  need  be  named, 
that  is,  size  of  bod3^  As  an  old  judge,  knowing 
how  great  is  the  temptation  to  give  bulk  more 
points  than  it  ought  to  have,  I  speak  with  some 
confidence.  Several  varieties  have  been  injured, 
if  not  ruined,  in  this  way.  So  long  as  I  have 
any  influence  it  will  be  my  desire  to  resist  that 
tendenc}^  If  judges  would  only  do  this, 
exhibitors  would  be  less  liable  to  transgress. 
The  bigger  things  are  not  always  the  better. 
"Good  stuff  goes  into  small  bundles." 

However,  m}^  purpose  is  not  to  write  upon 
details  of  this  kind,  which  may  be  left  to  those 
immediately  concerned.  Nor  do  I  suggest  that 
you  should  be  fettered  by  the  ideals  of  others  or 
the  natural  evolution  of  other  countries.  When 
a  breed  is  introduced  it  would  be  folly  not  to 
give  play  to  the  influences  of  new  conditions  or 
to  bind  breeders  to  adopt  the  same  lines  as  those 
followed  in  the  place  of  origin.  Had  that  plan 
been  general  there  would  have  been  very  little 
improvement.  Our  business  has  been  and  is  to 
make  better  that  which  comes  to  us,  and  not 
slavishly  follow  what  is  adopted  elsewhere. 
We  do  not  want  to  be  like  the  boy  who  went  to 
the  barber's  and,  when  asked  how  he  would  like 
his  hair  cut,  replied  "Like  Farver's,  with  a  hole 
in  the  middle." 


•  The  previous  Iptters  have  been  :  No.  I.,  "To  a  Young  .fudge," 
March,  1912;  No.  II.,  "To  a  Show  Secretary,"  April,  1912  ;  No.  III., 
"  To  a  Lady  Poultry  Farmer,"  May.  1912  ;  No.  IV.,  "  To  a  Disappointed 
Exhibitor,"  June,  1912  ;  No.  V.,  '"'  To  a  Country  Poultry  Instructor," 
July.  1912.  The  next  will  be  addressed"  To  a "Poultryphobe  Agri- 
culturalist," and  appear  in  our  October  issue. — Editor. 


On  the  other  hand,  to  change  without  reason 
is  a  mistake,  and  there  are  those  who  do  that, 
with  the  result  that  some  of  the  best  breeds 
introduced  during  my  career  have  been  utterly 
spoiled.  The  good  that  was  in  them  was 
discarded.  Points  have  been  added  which 
destro3"ed  their  identity  or  value,  and  lines  of 
breeding  followed  that  led  to  the  growth  of 
abnormal  features  neither  of  use  nor  beauty. 
You  know  that  I  admire  good  specimens  of  any 
breed,  and  have  always  been  ready  to  welcome 
new  aspirants  for  popular  favour,  believing  that 
such  are  necessary  to  progress.  The  first  show 
at  which  I  ever  judged  contained  nearly  a 
hundred  specimens  of  one  breed.  Now,  if  any 
are  seen,  which  is  but  seldom  the  case,  there  are 
only  one  or  two  in  that  resort  of  fossilised 
poultry — the  any  other  variet}'^  class.  It  was 
ruined  as  to  appearance  and  practical  value  by 
extremists,  who  carried  their  pet  fads  to  that 
length.  Of  those  breeds  popular  forty  years 
ago  only  a  few  retain  even  a  decent  place  in  our 
shows.  It  was  not  the  breeds,  but  the  breeders, 
that  were  at  fault. 

It  has  been  said  that  "  Imagination  is  an 
advanced  perception  of  truth."  I  could  not  but 
see,  as  you.  and  others  have,  how  much  may  be 
accomplished  with  this  new  breed— new,  that  is, 
to  us.  But  it  has  yet  to  be  done.  Those  who 
have  fallen  in  love  with  it  are  sounding  its 
praises  everywhere  and  everybow.  There 
never  was  such  a  breed,  if  all  one  hears  were 
true.  We  all  go  through  that  stage.  Like  a 
young  fellow  when  he  is  caught  in  Cupid's 
meshes,  the  .sense  of  balance  is  totally  lost. 
There  never  was  a  girl  so  beautiful ;  she  is 
perfect  in  feature  and  in  form,  and  in  spirit. 
There  are  no  shadows  in  that  picture.  As  to 
faults,  she  has  none.  The  very  mention  of 
them  is  a  libel.  Poor  chap  !  It  has  to  be.  He 
is  like  a  fond  mother,  who  looks  on  her 
children's  faults  with  her  eyes  shut.  Yet  truth 
will  out.  So  with  the  advocates  of  this  new 
breed.  It  is  wonderful  for  beauty,  the  best 
layer,  the  finest  in  its  meat  of  any  that  ever  was 
seen.  As  to  others,  these  are  not  fit  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  same  breath.  All  that  has 
been  heard  before.  If  some  of  the  things  which 
have  been  stated  were  but  half  true,  such 
varieties  are  fit  for  Paradise,  if  the}^  did  not  come 
from  thence.  Yet  we  can  always  find  some- 
thing that  might  be  different.  Perfection  has 
to  be  reali.sed  as  well  as  imagined. 

One  old  fancier — a  lady — so  idealised  her  pets 
that  if  anyone  dared  to  suggest  they  were  not 
quite  as  good  as  might  be,  such  was  regarded 
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as  a  mortal  enem}^  She  used  to  worry  my  life 
out.  What  she  bred  was  the  standard  to  which 
all  must  bow.    The  last  time  I  saw  her  she  was 

in  tears  because  her  1  forgot  the  name 

she  gave  the  bird — did  not  win  everything.  It 
was  useless  trying  to  show  her  that  it  was  in 
raw  condition  and  in  several  respects  below  the 
quality  of  others  she  had  exhibited  before. 
She  knew  hers  was  the  best,  which  was  enough. 
Of  course,  you  must  glorify  a  little.  Without 
enthusiastic  belief  in  what  3^ou  have,  without 
the  power  to  see  what  may  be,  but  is  not  yet, 
you  would  not  do  much.  That  is  good  to  a 
point  if  not  overdone.  The  only  thing  is,  do 
not  expect  everyone  else  to  accept  the  same. 
Your  glasses  are  tinted,  theirs  are  not. 

Remember  that  every  breed  has  to  go  through 
the  mill  and  to  show  that  it  is  worthy.  To  use 
a  common  expression,  "the  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  the  eating."  The  poultry  fancy  is 
essentially  a  democracy.  Specialist  breeders 
and  utilitarians  alike  have  tried  to  create  a 
privileged  class,  a  mediatised  series  of  families, 
a  sort  of  upper  ten,  but  in  vain.  There  is  no 
aristocracy  among  cocks  and  hens.  Every 
breed  or  variety  must  stand  or  fall  on  its  own 
merits.  The  laws  of  entail  and  of  succession 
do  not  rule  in  this  case.  For  that  reason  it  is 
all-important  to  conserve  those  qualities  which 
are  necessary  to  its  general  popularity. 

I  have  been  trying  of  late  to  remember  how 
many  new  breeds  and  varieties  have  made  their 
debut  in  my  time,  but  could  not  do  so.  Some 
of  these  were  heralded  as  if  they  were  perfec- 
tion. In  a  few  cases  they  had  a  temporary 
reign.  Like  a  Peruvian  President,  they  strutted 
on  the  stage  for  a  short  period  and  then  passed 
into  oblivion.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
ninety  per  cent,  have  gone,  never  to  return. 

A  breed  is  seldom  the  result  of  chance,  or  of 
a  fortunate  combination  of  other  influences,  if 
it  has  any  permanenc}^  It  has  to  be  carefully 
and  slowly  built  up  on  a  sound  foundation,  in 
which  every  stone  must  be  well  laid.  And, 
what  is  more,  if  it  could  be  created  complete  at 
first  there  would  be  nothing  for  breeders  to  do. 
You  will  have  many  disappointments.  Success 
is  ever  elusive.  When  appearances  are  that  it 
is  within  3^our  grasp,  unsuspected  influences 
exert  themselves.  It  is  like  climbing  a 
mountain.  From  below  the  summit  appears 
quite  near,  but  when  that  point  is  reached  you 
find  there  are  depressions  to  be  crossed  and 
precipices  to  be  scaled  ere  the  top  is  attained. 
But  with  wise  judgment  and  determination  3^ou 
may  do  that. 

"Make  haste  slowl}^ "  should  be  your  motto 
and  practice,  for  the  two  do  not  always  run 
together.    How  many  of  the  new  breeds  and 
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varieties  referred  to  have  failed  by  reason  of  the 
folly  of  breeders  cannot  be  stated,  but  there 
have  been  many  such.  You  cannot  hurry  in 
this  work.  An  old  friend,  long  passed  over  to 
the  great  majority,  took  nine  years  to  produce 
a  breed  for  which  he  was  striving,  and  then  he 
was  only  at  the  beginning.  It  is  permanent 
because  he  was  not  in  a  hurry.  Overdoing  it  is 
dangerous  in  an  older  variety,  but  there  is  a 
large  recuperative  force.  In  a  new  combination 
it  is  fatal.  Yet  we  find  those  who  appear  to 
think  that  they  can  do  in  a  year  or  two  what 


The  dropping  board  is  a  very  favourite  feature  in  ninety-nine 
out  of  every  hundred  American  poultry  houses.  A  good 
example  is  shown  above.  The  advantages  of  such  a  dropping 
board  are  that  it  keeps  the  litter  clean  and  the  dung  can  be 
collected  in  an  unadulterated  form. 

{Copy  rig  lit 

requires  as  many  decades,  if  not  generations. 
They  attempt  too  much,  repeating  the  old  story 
of  "  Killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
eggs"  by  their — shall  I  sa}^? — greed.  This  is 
largel}"  for  trade  purposes.  The}'  overreach 
themselves. 

Somewhere  I  have  read  a  tale  which  illus- 
trates my  point.  A  little  boy  went  to  school 
one  day  without  his  brother,  who  had  always 
previously     accompanied     him,        "  Where's 
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Johnny  ? "  asked  the  teacher.  "  Please,  sir, 
there  ain't  any  Johnny  now,"  replied  the  boy 
"  What  do  you  mean  ? "  asked  the  teacher. 
"Please,  sir,"  was  the  answer,  "Johnny  and  me 
were  trying  which  could  lean  the  farthest  out  of 
the  attic  window,  and  Johnny  won."  There  is 
a  limit  to  what  you  can  do.  Further,  what  may 
be  possible  in  regular  steps  is  often  impossible 
in  big  jumps.  Hunters  often  drop  into  the 
stream  in  their  eagerness.  There  are  no  short 
cuts  in  poultry-breeding. 

The  work  you  have  undertaken  will  be  the 
test  of  your  sldllas  well  as  of  your  patience  and 
knowledge.  It  is  there  where  so  many  break 
down.  Not  alone  are  the^^  unwilling  to  wait 
and  strive  for  the  result  of  their  labours,  but 
they  have  not  the  requisite  ability  to  accomplish 
the  object  in  view.  Only  a  few  possess  the 
combination  of  virtues  necessary  to  the  realisa- 
tion of  success.  Whether  that  is  the  case  with 
you  remains  to  be  seen.  In  every  generation 
the  number  of  men — for  no  woman,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  ever  come  into  this  category, 
perhaps  they  have  never  tried  to  enter — who 
can  fairly  be  termed  great  breeders  is  very 
small  indeed.  Over  a  long  course  of  years  I 
have  only  known  about  half  a  dozen  who 
deserved  such  a  designation,  though  many 
more  came  within  sight.  As  each  generation 
only  produces  one  or  two  great  statesmen,  or 
warriors,  or  painters,  so  is  it  in  our  pursuit. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  judge  one's  fellows, 
but  so  far  as  I  can  perceive  there  is  no  breeder 
to-day  worthy  of  a  niche  in  the  Pantheon  of 
poultrymen.  Therefore,  at  the  top  is  plenty  of 
room.  Such  position  is  worth  a  struggle.  It 
needs  long  views,  striving  for  the  ultimate,  and 
forgetfulness  of  immediate  gain.  To  that  end 
knowledge  is  of  supreme  importance — that  is, 
knowledge  of  what  forces  are  at  work,  how  to 
apply  and  control  these.  That  reminds  me  of 
a  workman  in  charge  of  an  intricate  and  delicate 
machine  who  quarrelled  with  his  employer  and 
was  discharged.  Everything  went  wrong.  No 
one  else  appeared  capable  of  getting  the  machine 
to  fulfil  its  purpose,  and  finally  it  stuck.  After 
many  vain  attempts,  the  employer  pocketed  his 
pride  and  sent  for  his  old  employee,  asking  him 
to  come  and  put  it  right.  He  did  so.  After 
examining  it  he  gave  a  few  taps  here  and  there 
and  it  operated  smooth  and  well.  Asked  his 
charge,  he  stated  it  was  a  professional  matter 
and  would  send  in  his  account.  He  did  so  for 
ten  guineas.  The  employer  was  indignant, 
and  replied  that  los.  would  be  an  ample  pay- 
ment for  the  time  occupied,  and  that  all  he  had 
done  was  to  give  a  few  taps.  The  bill  came 
back  again  as  follows  :  "  To  time  occupied  in 
tapping  the  machine,  los."  and  "To  knowing 


where  to  tap,  ^10."  He  got  his  money.  You 
must  know  where  as  well  as  when. 

One  great  point  which  has  to  be  considered 
is,  what  are  the  improvements  for  which  you 
are  striving  ?  That  there  is  plenty  of  scope 
cannot  be  doubted.  Good  though  this  breed 
may  be,  it  might  be  better,  more  especially  in 
what  may  be  regarded  as  its  fancy  features. 
The  fact  that  there  is  so  much  diversity  in  the 
chickens  bred  shows  irregularity  in  the  breed- 
ing, You  cannot  expect  that  the  youngsters 
will  come  absolutely  uniform,  but  there  should 
be  within  given  limits  resemblances  in  type. 
Such  is  not  now  the  case. 

The  point  I  would  urge  upon  you  is  to  keep 
down  the  special  points  or  features  as  low  as 
possible,  never  adding  thereto  without  good 
reason.  It  is  not  so  much  the  addition  to  your 
difficulties  in  breeding  by  multiplying  the 
pecularities  and  particularities  which  make  it 
distinctive  as  that  frequently  you  counteract 
one  by  the  other,  and  probably  destroy  the 
whole.  The  wise  plan  is  to  accept  the  breed  as 
it  stands,  seeking  to  improve  it  within  the  same 
lines  as  it  has  been  evolved.  If  it  has  a  red 
lobe,  why  try  for  a  white  one  ?  If  it  has  a  black 
tail,  do  not  eliminate,  but  improve,  and  soon. 

Above  all,  strive  for  nothing  that  will  tend  to 
weakened  constitution  or  to  destroy  the  good 
qualities  which  will  commend  it  to  the  great 
majority  of  poultry-keepers  who  are  non-fanciers. 
The  maddest  of  all  madnesses  which  afflict 
breeders  of  some  varieties  to-day  is  the  attempt 
to  turn  white  plumaged  fowls  into  albinos. 
That  is  seeking  for  trouble.  I  shall  watch  for 
the  speedy  evil  results,  protesting  meanwhile 
against  such  folly  in  every  way.  The  albino  is 
one  of  Nature's  freaks,  doomed  to  a  speedy 
extinction,  and  meanwhile  incapable  of  serving 
any  good  purpose.  Poultry  freaks  may  be 
interesting,  though  practically  valueless. 

There  are  people  with  a  mental  twist  who 
find  the  greatest  beauty  in  the  abnormal,  which 
often  means  the  deformal.  Beauty  is  said  to  be 
only  skin  deep,  but  that  is  a  very  relative  term. 
The  thick  lips  of  the  Mid-Africander  have 
doubtless  a  charm  to  the  Congolese  men  and 
maidens,  whether  as  indicative  of  a  greater 
osculatory  capacity  I  do  not  know,  but  are 
objectionable  to  the  Circassian.  What  we 
should  ever  remember  is  the  standard  of  beauty 
adopted  within  our  own  radius,  and  work  to 
that  end.  But  in  excess  it  is  often  harmful. 
You  know  that  I  always  give  full  weight  to 
plumage.  Yet  even  that  may  be  overdone. 
Some  of  the  most  brilliant  lined  specimens  are 
useless  as  breeders.  Excess  has  demanded  its 
penalty,  as  it  always  does. 

We  have  to  regard  the  basal  object  for  which 
the  breed  is  kept.    "Only  absence  of  feathers 
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make  for  grace  in  a  goose,"  someone  has  said, 
and  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  such 
a  dictum,  for  even  the  genus  anser  has  its 
special  virtues,  3^et  we  must  not  forget  that  the 
consumers  of  eggs  and  chickens  are  wholly 
unconcerned  respecting  the  sheen  of  the  birds' 
plumage.  If  in  the  mass  of  an}^  breed  striving 
after  what  is  merely  beautiful  either  influences 
adversel}^  the  number  of  eggs  laid  or  the 
abundance  of  flesh  on  the  bod)',  the  final  loss  is 
very  great.  There  is  no  need  to  do  that. 
Maintenance  and  even  improvement  of  pro.- 
ductiveness  are  compatible  with  advance  in 
feather.  Not,  however,  unless  we  adopt  right 
methods,  or  if  we  upset  the  apple  cart  by 
turning  the  corner  too  quickh^  An  Irish 
outside-car  driver  is  not  in  it  with  some  poultr}'- 
breeders.  He  ma}"  run  on  one  wheel  in  his 
gyrations,  but  he  manages  to  keep  upright. 
The}'  go  over. 

In  another  direction  I  would  repeat  "  Make 
haste  slowl}^" — namely,  as  to  mating  your  birds. 
With  a  new  breed  there  can  be  little  experience 
as  a  guide.  You  do  not  know  what  changes 
will  take  place  after  the  first  moult,  and 
probabl}"  these  will  be  greater  than  j'ou  antici- 
pate. Leave  the  birds  to  attain  their  full 
maturity  before  they  are  used  for  stock.  Then 
3^ou  should  be  better  able  to  appreciate  their 
value.  The  plan  of  showing  specimens  hard  all 
through  the  autumn  and  winter,  and  then 
mating  them  up,  all  before  the)"  are  a  year  old, 
is  foolish  in  the  extreme.  Remember  it  is  these 
little  things  that  count.  "There  is  no  hair  so 
small  but  casts  its  shadow,"  What  may  appear 
of  minor  importance  to  you  often  proves  to  be 
supreme  in  its  influence.  The  majority  of 
failures  arise  from  over-pressure.  It  will  pay 
much  better  in  the  long  run  for  you  to  reserve 
your  best  cockerels  and  pullets  during  the 
yearling  stage.  They  will  give  you  better 
results  afterwards  so  far  as  their  chickens  are 
concerned.  Moreover,  you  will  not  have  a  lot 
of  debilitated  youngsters.  These  are  generally  the 
offspring  of  immature  parents.  In  all  your 
operations  aim  high  but  shoot  low^  Risks 
must  sometimes  be  run.  The  path  of  safety  is 
the  right  road  to  success. 

Perhaps  you  will  permit  me  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  advertising  and  advertisers.  Mark 
Twain  said  in  one  of  his  works  "When  in  doubt 
tell  the  truth."  That  is  a  very  two-edged 
axiom,  subtle  in  its  cynicism.  Better  would  it 
be  if  all  advertisers  were  in  doubt.  I  have 
been  reading  some  statements  latel)"  respecting 
new  breeds  which  would  have  been  unwarranted 
had  these  been  applied  to  older  varieties,  those 
that  are  the  proved  standbacks  of  our  pursuit, 
but  which  in  the  cases  named  were  totally 
unjustified  and  misleading.    It  is  not  suggested 


that  there  is  deliberate  and  designed  deceit,  for 
the  fact  often  is  that  the  advertisers  are  deceived 
themselves  by  their  own  imagination.  That 
does  not  matter.  A  man  has  a  perfect  right  to 
befool  himself  if  he  thinks  fit.  The  moment  he 
attempts  to  befool  others  for  money,  whether 
consciousl)'  or  otherwise,  then  he  is  qualifying 
for  the  police  court. 

A  Course  of  Study  on  the  Ethics  of  Adver- 
tising might  be  taken  up  by  the  London  School 
of  Economics  with  advantage,  and  one  subject 
should  be  based  on  Poultry  Advertisements, 
Sometimes  the  truth  itself  is  directly  mislead- 
ing. One  instance  will  suflice.  An  exhibitor 
who  scarcely  ever  could  get  into  the  money, 
happened  at  a  little  country  show  to  gain  a  cup 
simply  from  the  reason  that  he  gave  it  himself 
and  had  no  competitors.  His  own  birds  were 
the  only  ones  entered.  Yet  from  that  time 
forth  in  circulars  and  newspaper  columns  his 
stock  was  advertised  as  of  cup  strain.  It  was 
true,  but  the  deceit  was  there  all  the  same. 

The  term  strain  is  so  much  misused  that  it 
has  now  no  real  meaning  or  value.  To  keep 
fowls  for  two  or  three  years  and  mix  the  blood 
of  several  stocks  does  not  create  a  family  or 
strain.  The  individuality  of  the  owner  must  be 
expressed  in  distinctiveness  ere  such  a  term 
can  rightly  be  applied.  One  point  may  here  be 
pressed  home — namely,  if  a  hen  -wins  a  prize,  is 
the  owner  justified  in  selling  eggs  or"  stock  as 
from  a  prize  flock  ?  M)-  reply  to  that  is  most 
emphatically  "  No,  unless  the  buyer  is  made 
fully  acquainted  with  the  facts."  Many  years 
ago  I  had  to  find  solution  for  the  problem. 
The  first  cup  I  ever  won  was  for  a  cock  and 
hen.  Never  mind  the  breed.  Demands  for 
hatching  eggs  showered  upon  me,  and  at  high 
prices.  Five  other  hens  were  mated  with  the 
cock  bird,  therefore  four-fifths  of  these  were 
probably  not  from  the  victorious  hen.  But  all 
were  influenced  by  the  same  sire,  and,  there- 
fore, I  felt  justified  in  using  that  term. 

May  you  succeed  is  my  earnest  wish.  Some 
of  our  breeds  are  showing  signs  of  exhaustion 
and  degeneracy.  Their  day  is  passing.  We 
want  others  to  take  their  places.  Whether  that 
which  you  have  taken  up  so  ardently  depends 
in  part  upon  its  merits  and  qualities,  but,  even 
more,  on  how  it  is  handled  by  breeders  like 
yourself.    Such  is  the  hope  of 

Yours  discoursively,  ENOS  MALPAS. 
P.S. — If  you  blunder  expect  no  mercy.  The 
eyes  of  many  are  on  you,  some  kindh',  others 
critically.  Never  mind  the  money-making  at 
present.  That  Avill  come.  Be  true  to  yourself. 
You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  tombstone 
erected  by  a  widow  of  parts,  upon  which  were  the 
words,  "Rest  in  Peace — Until  we  meet  again," 
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THE  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  IN  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

By  Major  Norton,  D.S.O. 


NTIL  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the 
recent  Conference  of  Poultry  Investiga- 
tors and  Instructors,  I  did  not  realise  how 
far  we  in  South  Australia  were  behind 
other  countries  in  recognising  the  im- 
portance of  the  poultry  industry  from  a  commercial 
standpoint.  The  natural  advantages,  owing  to  the 
climate  and  nature  of  the  country  and  comparative 
absence  of  disease,  makes  practically  the  whole  of 
the  southern  part  of  Australia  an  ideal  place  for 
poultry-breeding  ;  and  it  is  when  one  considers 
this  feature,  together  with  the  place  the  poultry 
industry  takes  in  other  countries  that  have  not  the 
same  natural  conditions,  that  one  wonders  why  it 
is  the  Australian  producer  has,  apparently,  neglected 
to  take  full  advantage  of  what  Nature  has  provided. 
Up  to  within  the  last  decade  the  reason  was  not  far 
to  look  for. 

In  1904,  the  production  of  eggs  was  so  far  in 
excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  prices  in  Adelaide  (the  dominating  centre  of 
the  egg  industry  in  Australia)  were  so  low  that  a 
further  increase  would  have  been  an  unprofitable 
proposition.  At  the  period  to  which  I  refer  it  was 
believed  that  it  was  impossible  to  find  a  market  for 
eggs  outside  the  Commonwealth.  This  impression, 
however,  was  dispelled  in  1906,  when  the  Govern- 
ment took  the  matter  up  and  sent  a  trial  shipment 
of  eggs  to  London.  The  result  of  the  trial  shipment 
of  eggs  was  so  successful  that  it  became  an  estab- 
lished fact  that  South  Australia  was  no  longer 
dependent  on  the  Commonwealth  markets,  and 
accordingly  they  might  go  on  producing  without 
any  fear  of  what  so  often  happened  in  the  past — an 
over-supply. 

With  the  advent  of  this  fresh  outlet  for  surplus 
stocks  it  was  fully  expected  that  the  poultry 
industry  would  become  one  of  the  leading  industries 
of  the  State.  So  far,  however,  this  expectation 
has  not  been  realised.  Here  again,  the  reason  is 
not  far  to  look  for.  Poultry  farming  in  South 
Australia  as  a  living  is  practically  unknown.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  eggs  are  produced  on  the 
farms  as  quite  a  side-line  to  the  ordinary  business. 
It  is  also  to  be  considered  that  the  average  farm  in 
Australia  is  quite  different  to  the  average  farm  in 
England,  or  any  of  the  Continental  countries.  The 
general  wave  of  prosperity  during  recent  years — in 
fact,  ever  since  the  year  when  the  trial  shipment 
was  sent  to  England  (1906) — has  led  to  the  neglect 
of  poultry-breeding  by  farmers.  Money  has  been 
made  by  means  much  more  congenial  than  the 
worry  of  poultry-keeping.  Time  must  come  when 
the  importance  of  the  poultry  industry  and  its 
possibilities  in  Australia  will  appeal  to  the  farmers 
much  more  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 


Grading  Eggs, 

At  one  time  eggs  were  sold  in  Adelaide  at  per 
dozen,  irrespective  of  size.  During  the  last  few 
years,  however,  a  very  great  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  regard  to  the  methods  of  marketing. 
Many  of  the  leading  establishments  have  realised 
the  importance  of  grading  eggs,  and  accordingly 
there  is  now  some  encouragement  to  the  farmer  to 
produce  eggs  not  less  than  2  ounces  ;  so  that  a  much 
better  price  is  paid  for  the  larger  eggs  than  for  the 
small  ones. 

The  advantage  that  unfertile  eggs  have  over  the 
fertile  for  edible  purposes  is  also  being  recognised, 
and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  this  point  will 
be  a  leading  feature  in  the  commercial  side  of  the 
industry. 

Recognising  the  vast  possibilities  there  are  in 
South  Australia  for  the  advancement  of  the  poultry 
industry,  the  Government,  by  practical  assistance, 
is  giving  it  every  possible  encouragement. 

In  connection  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
there  is  a  chief  poultry  expert  who  has  a  very 
competent  staff  of  assistants  under  his  control, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  impart  instruction,  both 
theoretical  and  practical,  to  any  desirous  of  wishing 
to  improve  their  knowledge  in  poultry-keeping. 
There  are  six  experimental  farms  situated  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  all  conducted  on 
scientific  lines.  At  these  depots  farmers  are  able  to 
purchase  reliable  stock  at  reasonable  prices  and 
also  obtain  any  advice  they  may  require  in  regard 
to  the  breeding,  feeding,  etc. 

While,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  the  commercial 
side  of  the  industry  has  been  somewhat  neglected, 
the  same  cannot  be  said  in  regard  to  research  work. 
South  Australia  is  well  to  the  front  in  the  poultry 
world  for  the  amount  of  research  work  that  has 
been  carried  out ;  and  the  result  of  the  work 
performed  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Laurie  (Chief  Poultry 
Expert)  is  so  well  known  to  most  of  your  readers 
that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  detail 
on  this  occasion. 

The  results  of  the  various  Egg-laying  Competitions 
are  also  features  that  have  brought  South  Australia 
before  the  notice  of  every  country  interested  in 
poultry.  I  think  I  am  safe  in  stating  that  South 
Australia  has  attained  the  first  place  amongst  the 
world's  competitions.  At  the  Roseworthy  x\gricul- 
tural  College  last  April  a  pen  of  six  White  Leghorn 
pullets  laid  1,589  eggs  in  the  year. 

At  the  same  time  that  it  is  pleasing  reading  to 
see  that  we  are  putting  up  world's  records  in  egg- 
laying,  this  is  by  no  means  the  primary  object  of 
the  Government  conducting  such  competitions. 
The  chief  reason  for  Government  support  is  the  fact 
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that  it  recognises  laying"  competitions  properly 
conducted  should  encourage  novice  breeders.  The 
competitors  are  brought  before  the  public  by  having 
the  weekly  and  monthly  scores  of  their  birds  put 
in  official  and  other  journals  ;  thus  an  incentive  is 
given  for  progress. 

Another  important  lesson  to  be  learnt  as  the 
result  of  the  competitions  is  the  best  method  of 
feeding  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  eggs  throughout 
the  year.  A  record  is  kept  of  the  quantity  and 
kind  of  food  used,  and,  together  with  other  valuable 
information,  is  made  available  to  the  public  by 
means  of  bulletins  regularly  issued  by  the  chief 
poultry  expert,  all  being  under  the  authority  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture. 

T.iBLE  Poultry. 

This  side  of  the  industr}'  is  making  very 
considerable  headway,  and  each  year  larger  ship- 
ments are  being  sent  to  England  and  other 
markets  outside  the  Commonwealth.  Chickens 
and  ducklings  are  dressed  and  packed  for  export 
by  an  efficient  staff  of  men  under  the  direction  of 
tlie  chief  poultry  expert.     In  this  connection,  pro- 


ducers are  instructed,  by  means  of  lectures  and 
practical  demonstrations,  how  to  breed  and  feed 
their  birds  in  order  that  they  may  have  the 
maximum  of  condition  with  the  minimum  of  age. 
Ducklings  and  chickens  are  available  for  export 
about  the  commencement  of  February,  thus  allow- 
ing them  to  reach  the  English  market  at  least  two 
months  before  the  local  supply  is  ready. 

The  majority  of  all  the  well-known  breeds  that 
do  well  in  England  are  also  very  suitable  to  Aus- 
tralia ;  and  practically  the  same  crosses  that  obtain 
in  England  for  table  poultry  are  being  adopted  by 
poultry- breeders  in  South  Australia.  The  poultry 
expert  and  others  interested  in  the  industry  are 
always  on  the  look-out  for  anything  new,  and  do 
not  stop  at  a  little  expense  to  bring  themselves 
up  to  date,  w^hether  it  be  by  the  purchase  of 
literature  or  the  importing  of  stock  birds.  South 
Australia,  however,  is  not  only  an  importer  of 
stock  birds,  but  already  many  of  the  leading 
breeders  have  exported  stock  to  almost  every  part 
of  the  world,  and  the  demand,  particularly  for  the 
progeny  of  record  layers,  is  becoming"  more  and 
more  every  year. 


THE   UTILITY   POULTRY  CLUB'S  DINNER. 


r^N  Tuesday,  July  23rd,  the  President  and  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Utility  Poultry  Club  entertained 
the  delegates  of  the  International  Association  of 
Poultry  Instructors  and  Investigators  to  dinner  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  as  our  frontispiece 
this  month  we  have  pleasure  in  reproducing  this 
notable  gathering". 

Mr.  B.  W.  Horne,  the  president  of  the  club,  in 
proposing  success  to  the  newly-formed  Inter- 
national Society,  said  : — 

"  Putting"  aside  my  natural  objection  to  making 
a  speech,  it  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  pro- 
pose the  toast  of  the  International  Association  of 
Poultry  Instructors  and  Investigators  and  offer  to 
your  members  here  to-night  a  very  cordial  welcome 
on  behalf  of  the  Club. 

"  In  such  a  gathering  of  experts  on  poultry-keeping 
it  is  superfluous  on  my  part  to  dilate  on  the  great 
value  of  such  an  association,  or  on  the  large  field 
of  beneficent  work  that  lies  before  it.  Certainly  I 
look  forward  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  era 
in  the  progressive  march  of  the  utility  poultry 
industry. 

"Those  of  us  who  have  been  most  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  promotion  of  the  industry  in  this 
country  must  be  indeed  proud  that,  after  so  long  a 
period  of  ceaseless  agitation,  people  not  only  of 
this  country  but  of  most  parts  of  the  world  have 
begun  to  realise  the  importance  of  the  industry  and 
the  great  need  of  its  further  development.  Still 


prouder  are  we  that  you  should  have  selected  this 
country  for  your  first  meeting  and  one  of  our  most 
distinguished  members  for  your  first  president. 

"We  are  always  having  it  brought  home  to  us  how 
little  this  country  has  done  in  scientific  research 
and  experimental  work  and  how  much  our  know- 
ledge in  this  direction  is  derived  from  the  labours 
of  other  nations,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  realise  that, 
at  any  rate,  we  have  been  able  to  produce  one  man 
whose  investigations  and  enquiries  into  the  state 
of  the  industry  at  home  and  abroad  have  w^on  the 
appreciation  of  all  poultry  instructors  and  investi- 
gators, and  have  justly  fitted  him  to  be  the  presi- 
dent of  such  an  international  association  as  yours. 
Mr.  Brown  has  been  the  pioneer  of  the  movement 
in  this  country,  and  we  rejoice  very  much  at  the 
signal  honour  you  have  bestowed  upon  him. 

''xA-nd  I  should  also  like  to  express  on  behalf  of  my 
Club  hoW'  very  much  we  appreciate  the  scientific 
researches  of  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  who  I  am  glad 
after  all  has  been  able  to  be  present  with  us  to-night. 
He  has  arrived  here  at  a  most  auspicious  moment, 
when  we  are  just  arranging"  a  large  laying  com- 
petition, and  hope,  in  connection  with  it,  to 
conduct  a  progeny  test  somewhat  on  the  lines  of 
those  recently  carried  out  at  his  experimental 
station  at  Maine.  And  we  also  recognise  very  fully 
the  great  help  given  by  the  experimental  work  so 
successfully  accomplished  by  Professor  Graham, 
who  has  also  assisted  so  much  in  bringing  this 
Association  into  being. 


534 


the:  illustrated 


POULTRY    RECORD.       September,  1912. 


"  Nor  can  I  let  an  occasion  of  this  sort  go  by 
without  referring  to  the  wonderful  development  in 
Denmark  of  co-operation  in  agriculture.  We  owe 
much  to  that  nation  for  the  perfect  way  in  which 
they  placed  their  produce  on  our  markets,  and  we 
have  to  a  large  extent  adopted  their  methods  to 
the  advantage  of  agriculture  here.  Their  export 
trade  in  eggs  is  a  striking  instance  of  what  can  be 
done  by  organisation,  and  I  am  pleased  that  Mr. 
Kock  is  again  amongst  us  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  experience. 

"  You  will  forgive  me  if  I  remind  you  that  this 
Club  originated  those  interesting  tests  of  prolificacy 
known  as  laying  competitions.  We  have  seen 
with  pleasure — -tempered  perhaps  by  a  little  envy — ■ 
the  larger  and  more  comprehensive  way  in  which 
they  have  been  conducted  in  other  countries,  and 
we  have  hoped  that  in  due  course  we  too  might 
emulate  the  scale  of  the  Australian  Competitions. 
Most  of  you,  I  think,  are  aware  that  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  we  received  a  grant  of  ^500  out  of  the 
Development  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  a  large 
Twelve  Months'  Laying  Competititon,  and  I  think 
what  helped  us  most  to  get  that  grant  was  the 
admitted  success  of  those  competitions  abroad. 

"  And  if,  therefore,  there  is  one  reason  stronger 
than  another  for  extending  to  you  our  hospitality 
to-night,  it  is  that  your  presence  here  in  such 
numbers  and  with  such  earnestness  of  purpose  has 
created  a  very  deep  impression  and  proved  very 
forcibly  the  great  importance  of  the  industry,  so 
that  we  may  look  to  a  much  greater  measure  of 
support  in  the  future — ^for  which  we  shall  indeed 
be  very  grateful  to  you.' 

"  Looking  back  at  the  long  struggle  for  recogni- 
tion in  the  past,  one  realises  how  greatly  the  claims 
of  the  poultry  industry  have  been  thrust  out  by  the 
requirements  of  the  larger  and  so-called  more 
important  branches  of  general  agriculture.  Mr. 
Brown  has  very  aptly  called  the  industry  the 
Cinderella  of  Agriculture,  but  such  an  Association 
as  yours  cannot  fail  to  give  greater  support  to  those 
claims,  and  we  can  confidently  look  forward  to  the 
Cinderella  in  the  near  future  coming  into  her  own. 

"  With  the  interchange  of  new  methods,  and  new 
discoveries,  your  Association  will  be  able  to  help 
very  largely  in  strengthening  the  position  of  the 
industry  throughout  the  world. 

"  It  is  possible  to  advocate  this  interchange  with- 
out fear  of  arousing  any  international  jealousies  by 
the  disclosure  of  what  might  be  termed  trade 
secrets.  I  understand  from  Mr.  Brown  that  the 
consumption  of  eggs  is  increasing  at  such  an  enor- 
mous rate  that  we  are  all  in  that  happy  position  of 
fearing  nothing  from  competition.  You  can  there- 
fore all  work  for  the  promotion  of  the  industry 
throughout  the  world,  feeling  confident  that  there 
will  be  an  outlet  for  everything  produced,  and  by 
giving  one  another  the  benefit  of  your  experiences 
you  will  be  able  to  derive  some  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  co-operation,  and  in  this  way  you  will 


very  materially  assist  in  that  extension  of  the 
industry  which  we  all  here  have  so  much  at  heart. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  beg  to  propose  the  toast  of  the 
International  Association  of  Poultry  Instructors 
and  Investigators,  and  with  it  I  couple  the  name  of 
your  President,  Mr.  Edward  Brown." 

Mr.  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  in  his  reply  thanked 
the  President  and  Members  of  the  Utility  Poultry 
Club  for  the  honour  conferred,  upon  them  in  enter- 
taining the  Provisional  Committee  to  dinner,  and 
for  the  felicitious  and  kind  manner  in  which  the 
toast  had  been  proposed  and  received.  Continuing, 
Mr.  Brown  pointed  out  that  :  — 

"  Our  appreciation  is  the  greater  because  these 
have  come  from  a  Club  which  has  rendered  such 
notable  service  in  many  directions  for  promotion  of 
the  poultry  industry.  Of  that  others  will  speak, 
but  such  fact  adds  to  the  value  of  your  welcome. 
The  support  and  co-operation  of  great  bodies  like 
the  Utility  Poultry  Club  of  England  is  essential  to 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  work,  which  our 
International  Association  has  undertaken. 

"  May  I  be  permitted  to  say  we  are  all  one, 
united  with  a  common  purpose,  that  of  promoting 
the  welfare  of  people  of  all  nations  by  advancement 
and  extension  of  poultry  breeding  and  production 
on  practical  lines,  yet  with  different  spheres  of 
influence  and  labour  ?  In  this  there  is  no  room  for 
jealously,  much  less  opposition.  We  should  seek 
to  understand  each  other's  position,  in  which  event 
many  misconceptions  will  be  removed  and  our 
outlook  widened.  Success  can  alone  be  attained 
by  unity  of  aim  and  effort,  and  I  appeal  to  every 
section  of  the  poultry  industry  for  loyal  and  cordial 
co-operation.  Some  time  ago  I  stood  by  the  sea 
shore  and  noted  the  various  pools,  each  separate, 
divided  by  rocks  and  banks  of  sand.  Probably  the 
inmates  thought  their  own  pool  was  the  entire 
world.  They  had  never  seen  beyond.  Then  came 
the  great  waters,  burying  all,  giving  widened 
opportunities,  yet  each  retaining  its  own  life  and 
being.  So  with  the  growth  of  our  pursuit,  minor 
differences  will  be  enveloped  in  the  whole. 

"  Our  title  is  //^ternational.  That  involves  a 
wider,  a  larger  conception.  It  means  help  to  all, 
and  help  from  all.  The  aim  is  high,  the  attempt 
a  great  one.  Already  much  has  been  done  in 
preparatory  work,  but  it  is  only  the  beginning. 
On  our  committee  twenty-seven  countries  are 
represented.  That  is  a  striking  fact  which  is  most 
promising.  We  seek  to  influence  and  assist  men 
of  every  tribe,  nation  and  tongue.  It  is  a  brother- 
hood of  service  with  vast  possibilities,  but  can  only 
be  realised  by  united  effort,  by  self-sacrifice  and 
earnestness  of  purpose. 

"  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  to-day 
we  have  definitely  formed  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Poultry  Instructors  and  Investigators, 
so  that  it  is  now  in  being,  and  have  adopted  a 
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constitution  which  will,  we  hope,  prove  a  sound 
foundation  for  a  great  world-wide  association  of 
men  and  women  engaged  in  advanced  poultry 
work.  Among  other  decisions  arrived  at  is  the 
holding  of  a  World's  Poultry  Congress  in 
1914,  in  which  all  sections  of  those  engaged  in 
the  industry  can  share.  Where  that  is  to  be 
held  will  be  decided  later.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  make  first  these  important  announcements 
this  evening. 

"The  task  before  us  is  indeed  onerous.  Your 
words.  Sir,  are  an  encouragement  which  we 
appreciate  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  an  incentive 
to  persistent  and  determined  effort.  We  need  the 
cordial  support  of  men  individually  and  corporately, 
of  Governmental  departments,  of  poultry  societies, 
such  as  the  Utility  Poultry  Club,  and  of  the  Press 
of  every  land.  Anything  that  I  may  have  been 
able  to  do  has  been  due  in  large  measure  to  the 
splendid  and  unvarying  help  and  courtesy  of 
newspapers,  extending  over  many  years,  and  I  feel 
assured  these  will  equally  assist  in  making  this  a 
great  and  powerful  Association. 

"  On  behalf  of  my  colleagues,  I,  as  their  President, 
again  thank  you  for  your  toast,  for  the  good 
wishes  expressed,  and  for  the  kind  words  respecting 
myself.  We  regard  this  as  a  notable  gathering, 
the  memory  of  which  will  abide  with  us." 

Professor  Beeck,  of  Germany,  responding  on 
behalf  of  the  foreign  delegates,  said  : — 

"  To  me  has  been  given  the  pleasure  of  replying 
to  the  toast  of  the  Poultry  Industry.  As  you  are 
all  aware,  much  can  be  said  on  such  a  subject,  but 
I  believe  that  "  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,"  therefore 
I  shall  be  short.  For  the  success  of  the  industry' 
we  must  be  heart  and  soul  in  our  work,  but  it  is 
not  given  to  all  to  be  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
idealism.  If  it  has  been  given  to  one  man  to 
hold  up  the  standard  of  idealism,  that  man  is 
undoubtedly  our  President — Mr.  Edward  Brown. 
He  is  a  shining  example  to  us  all.  But  you 
all,  gentlemen,  demonstrate  by  your  presence 
here  that  you  too  have  this  spirit,  and  this 
augurs  well  for  the  future  of  our  industry.  I 
believe  that  the  meetings  we  have  been  holding 
during  the  past  week,  including,  as  they  have, 
representatives  of  many  nations,  indicate  a  further 
promotion  of  our  work.  W^e  have  laid  the  found- 
ation on  which  an  edifice  will  be  erected  in  the 
future — an  edifice  under  the  roof  of  which  all 
nations  will  forgather  to  the  advantage  of  future 
generations.  I  wish  success  to  the  industry  and 
ask  you  all  to  cry  with  me  for  the  success  of  the 
International  Association  —  Hurrah  —  Hurrah  — 
Hurrah !  " 

Among  the  other  speakers  were  Mons.  P.  A.  Pichot 
(France),  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl  (America),  Mr.  T.  R. 
Robinson,  F.S.I.  (U.P.C.),  Major  Norton,  D.S.O.  (S. 
Australia),  Professor  W.  R.  Graham  (Canada),  and 
Mr.  C.  E.  J.  Walkey  (U.P.C.) 


THE    INVISIBLE  CHICKEN. 

Seventh  Article. — From  Arm  to  Wing. 

Written  and  illustrated  by  James  Scott. 


E  may  "  shake  hands"  with  our  dogs, 
and  even  with  our  cats  ;  but  to  speak 
of  "shaking  hands"  with  one  of  our 
fowls   sounds   the    very    height  of 


absurdity.  Yet  the  idea  of  doing  so 
is  not  so  far-fetched  as  might  at  first  thought 
appear  to  be  the  case.  As  a  fact,  cocks  and 
hens  belong  to  a  race  of  creatures  that  un- 
doubtedl}'-  possessed  four  legs  with  correspond- 
ing paws  and  claws.  Their  ancestors  were  of 
the  reptilean  kind,  and  although  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  trace  by  exact  steps  the  successive 
groups  through  which  our  poultry  passed  to  its 
present  state  of  perfection,  we  have  sufficient 


Fig.  1.  The  evolution  of  the  forearm  of  a  chicken  into  a 
wing;.  The  top  object  is  a  six-days'  arm  (about  g  of  an 
inch  long)  and  the  other  are  on  the  following  two  days. 

proof,  provided  for  those  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  it,  b}'  which  we  can  decide 
many  very  interesting  connections. 

If  the  reader  will  carefully  feel  along  the 
edges  or  long  parts  of  the  wings  of  his  birds, 
especially  the  ^^ounger  stock,  he  will  in  several 
cases  feel  a  distinct  knot  or  protuberance  pro- 
jecting from  the  front  angle.  I  believe  that  in 
the  majority  of  species  this  feature  has  been 
entirel}'  obliterated  in  the  mature  grown  fowls, 
though  it  exists,  in  even  more  striking  promi- 
nence, inside  the  eggs  of  the  same  creatures. 

Before  I  go  any  further  in  the  description  of 
common  phenomena,  little  known  to  or  sus- 
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pected  by  the  average  poultry  fancier,  it  will  be 
advisable  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  a  living 
specimen  of  bird  which  retains  this  claw  in  a 
highly  developed  condition. 

This  amazing  natural  curiosity,  a  kind  of  link 
remaining  between  hands  and  wings,  is  called 
either  the  Hoatzin,  the  Stinking  Pheasant;  or 
Governor  Battenberg's  Turkey,  and  is  a  native 
of  British  Guiana.    This  peculiar  bird  hatches 


Fig.  2.   A  magnified  arm  of  a  twelve-days'  chicken,  the 
actual  length  being  between  »in.  and  fin.  Here  the  thumb 
is  almost  stationary  and  the  middle  finger  is  elongated. 

\,Copyriglit. 

from  an  egg  laid  in  a  nest,  composed  of  twigs, 
high  up  in  a  tree.  As  soon  as  it  is  born  it 
leaves  its  domicile  and  begins  scrambling  among 
the  surrounding  branches,  actually  climbing 
with  facility  and  confidence.  These  remarkable 
feats  are  rendered  possible  because  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  distinct  claw  on  the  upper  outermost 
angle  of  each  wing.  This  thumb-like  object 
acts  in  union  with  the  outer  extremity  of  the 
wing — rwe  can  call  this  a  forefinger— and  gives 
the  Hoatzin  a  couple  of  wing  pincers  by  which 
it  can  lift  itself  up  among  the  boughs  and  per- 
form the  usual  agile  movements  of  climbing 
animals.    The  old  Hoatzin  cannot  climb. 

Now  let  us  return  to  our  chickens,  millions  01 
which  are  yearly  born  into  fields,  gardens,  and 
backyards  without  attracting  the  slightest  notice 
in  this  respect.  It  is  worth  mention  that  the 
young  game-bird  is  one  of  the  best  specimens 
to  examine  for  the  presence  of  the  claw  to  which 
I  am  referring.  But  almost  ever}'  new-born 
chicken  possesses  it.  Judging  from  its  definite- 
ness,  we  are  led  to  the  excusable  belief  that 
not  many  generations  ago  these  creatures  must 
have  lived  in  trees,  climbing — not  merely  flying 
— to  and  from  their  nests. 

It  is  in  the  eggs,  however,  that  we  shall  find 
the  greatest  amount  of  interesting  matter.  Upon 
breaking  open  an  egg  of  about  six  days'  incuba- 
tion, and  carefully  removing  the  embryo  from 
its  yolk  and  its  albuminous  surroundings,  we 
find,  when  this  strange  little  being  is  spread  out 


in  water  to  render  observation  easier,  that  from 
each  side  of  the  chest  there  projects  a  short 
arm  and  hand,  the  latter  having  three  fingers. 
Each  complete  arm  is  then  about  f  inch  long. 
Fig.  I.  will  be  usetul  to  refer  to. 

At  this  stage  of  development  the  limbs  are 
extremely  delicate  and  soft,  and  will  tear  at  the 
slightest  maltreatment,  The  "bones"  are  little 
more  than  collections  of  minute  cells  which  have 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  amalgamate  together 
into  a  firm  substance.  Not  even  the  common 
hardness  of  the  familiar  cartilage — the  funda- 
mental forerunner  of  our  bones — is  noticeable. 
The  limb  appears  to  be  enveloped  in  a  thin, 
semi-transparent,  membranous  covering. 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  detect  the  great 
resemblance  between  an  ordinary  arm  and  hand, 
with  its  elbow,  wrist,  and  so  forth,  and  the  small 
object  to  which  I  am  now  referring.  Indeed,  it  is 
a  genuine  arm  ;  and  allows  us  to  decide  that  at 
some  time  the  ancestors  of  our  poultry  must 
have  actually  used  limbs  of  this  kind,  feathers 
as  we  know  them  being  an  additional  provision 
instituted  by  Nature  for  express  purposes.  Can 
anyone  doubt,  after  having  structural  evidence 
of  this  kind  before  them,  that  evolution  is  and 
has  been  an  established  fact  of  Nature  ?  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  form  of  the  original 
ancestors  of  modern  birds,  it  was  no  doubt 
found  by  Nature  that  it  was  preferable  for  these 
creatures  to  fly  out  of  danger  rather  than  use 
the  apparently  more  serviceable  arm  and  hand. 
Flying  need  not  be  more  than  a  few  feet  up,  or 
over  a  water  course.  To  us,  fingers  are  of 
extreme  utility ;  and  I  doubt  whether  anyone 


Fig.  3.  A  magnified  arm  of  a  sixteen-days' chicken.  The 
middle  finger  is  elongating  with  the  outer  half  of  the 
wing   limb;  and   hairs  (downy  feathers)  are  getting 
abundant.   Actual  length  \  inch.  {Copyright 


would  care  to  have  wings  instead  of  arras  and 
their  adjuncts  ;  but  in  wild  life  matters  have  been 
adjusted  for  the  benefit  of  various  possessors 
without  too  great  a  preponderance  of  disadvant- 
ages. 
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People  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  count  the 
number  of  fingers — or  shall  we  call  them  toes  ? 
— on  a  series  of  different  reptiles  will  be  sur- 
prised when  they  bear  these  facts  in  mind  along 
with  those  I  am  now  stating. 

As  may  be  understood,  when  I  have  dealt 
inwardly  with  the  contents  of  an  egg  I  cannot 
follow  up  that  specimen.  It  is  spoilt  by  the 
treatment ;  but  by  cracking  open  another  which 
corresponds  with  an  immediately  following  date, 
we  can  view  the  next  development  of  the  arm 
and  hand.  A  whole  series  of  marvels  is  pro- 
vided in  a  complete  set  of  incubated  eggs.  All 
eggs  of  the  first  few  days  have  the  arms  and 
hands.     Those  of  the  succeeding  days  have 


Fig<  4.  Complete  wing  of  chicken  just  before  birth ; 
actual  length  W  in.    The  thumb  is  disappearing,  the 
middle  finger  forming  the  right  half  of  the  limb. 

\_Copyi-iglit. 

these  same  things  slightly  modified.  Ivater  on 
advances  are  perceptible  and  the  true  wing 
begins  in  each  case  to  form.  Even  at  the  very 
last,  however,  when  the  chicken  hatches,  there 
still  remains  sufficient  of  the  objects  belonging 
to  the  separated  hand  to  serve  as  proof  that 
wing  has  not  bred  wing  without  any  intervening 
modifications. 

I  examine  an  egg  of  twelve  days'  incubation. 
Here  the  thumb  or  upper  finger  has  practically 
remained  stationary  as  in  Fig.  2.  At  an}"  rate, 
it  has  not  made  the  advance  that  is  noticeable 
in  connection  with  the  middle,  or  index,  finger, 
while  the  third  or  lower  one  has  also  become 
refractory.  On  each  succeeding  da}^,  the  fore- 
finger— the  index  or  middle  finger— elongates 
strikingl}^  whereas  the  others  become  less  im- 
portant. Before  the  three  weeks  are  over,  which 
are  occupied  in  turning  the  contents  of  an  egg 
into  a  chicken,  the  third  finger  is  practically 
absorbed  in  the  second  one,  and  the  thumb 


sticks  up  as  a  single  claw.  Fig.  3.  illustrates 
the  sixteen  days'  arm. 

During  early  days  tiny  papillae  or  swellings 
emerge  from  the  lower  parts  and  sides  of  the 
enlarged  fingers,  and  these  eventually  elongate 
into  hairs.  Their  lengthening  can  be  traced 
day  by  day,  until  when  the  bird  is  about  to 
hatch  the  forearm  and  hand  are  densely  clothed 
in  a  flat  layer  of  hairs,  as  in  Fig.  4.  I  have  else- 
where shown  how  the  hairs  of  the  chicken  are 
converted  into  downy  feathers,  so  that  I  will  not 
go  any  deeper  into  that  phase  now. 

When"  the  chicken  is  born,  the  thumb  can  be 
distinctly  felt,  but  this  object  goes  away  and 
leaves  nothing  in  its  place.  Some  of  the  nuclei 
which  helped  to  form  the  arm  and  hand  will, 
however,  remain,  and  pass  on  their  influence 
into  the  germs  of  the  forthcoming  eggs  ;  and 
then  the  following  embryos  will  have  similar 
arms  and  hands.  But  the  time  will  come  when 
these  traces  will  be  obliterated.  Nature  is  not 
short  of  time,  and  is  ver}^  leisurely  in  wiping 
out  undesirable  features  of  a  race  ;  though,  as  in 
freaks,  it  can  do  marvels  suddenly  when  inclined 
to. 

Many  examples  could  be  cited  where  very 
remarkable  characters  disclosed  in  an  embryo 
die  out  of  it  by  the  time  birth  approaches.  In 
few  cases  only,  however,  can  the  modification 
exceed  in  strangeness  the  fact  that  -the  unborn 
chicken  in  every  egg  possesses  an  arm  and 
hand. 


A  New  Poultry  Institute  in  the  Transvaal, 

From  the  Johannesburg  Star  :  "  That  the  move- 
ment towards  scientific  poultry  culture  has 
been  slowly  but  surely  progressing  in  South  Africa 
we  have  been  aware,  and  now  we  have  very 
tangible  proof  that  some,  at  least,  are  taking  it 
seriously  by  the  establishment  at  Benoni,  in  the 
Transvaal,  of  a  Rural  Training  College,  conducted 
by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  H.  Scott,  who  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  poultry  farmers  in  the 
Union.  For  years  we  have  seen  her  Plymouth 
Rocks  taking  high  honours  at  our  principal  shows. 
The  college  is  for  women  students  only,  and  will 
embrace  all  subjects  concerning  the  dairy,  poultry- 
keeping,  garden,  household  economics,  and  live 
stock  generally,  so  that  ladies  arriving  from  oversea, 
or  Colonial  girls,  who  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
studying  high -class  work  in  these  subjects,  will  be 
able  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  important 
branches  of  farm  work  for  which  women  are  so 
well  suited  In  view  of  the  advance  in  the  farming 
industry  that  is  taking  place  all  over  the  country, 
we  feel  sure  that  many  will  find  this  training  college 
just  the  very  thing  needed." 
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ARTIFICIAL  INCUBATION  IN  EGYPT. 

By  W.  H.  Cadman,  B.Sc,  F.C.S.,  Assistant  Master,  Thedwich  Secondary  School. 


'"PHE  art  of  hatching  fowls'  eggs  by  artificial  heat 
originated  in  Egypt  in  very  remote  times.  The 
Egyptians  have  long  been  famous  for  this  practice, 
and  still  successfully  carry  it  out  throughout  the 
country  on  a  large  scale. 

The  building  in  which  the  incubation  is  per- 
formed is  called  by  various  names  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Egypt,  such  as  :  maamel  el  ferakh,  maamel 
el  farroog,  maamal  el  gezaz,  etc.  It  is  generally 
constructed  of  sun-dried  Nile  mud  bricks  and  con- 
sists of  two  parallel  rows  of  ovens,  divided  by  a 
vaulted  passage.  The  diagram,  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  John  Whitworth, 
gives  the  dimensions  of  a  small  but  typical  one. 

Each  egg-oven  consists  of  two  cells  or  compart- 
ments communicating  by  an  opening  in  the  middle 
of  the  lower  roof.  There  is  also  a  dome-shaped 
opening  in  the  upper  roof  for  the  escape  of  smoke. 
A  number  of  smaller  openings  for  light  and  venti- 
lation exists  along  the  vaulted  passage.  The 
dimensions  of  all  these  apertures  can  be  altered 
with  ease  from  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  play 
an  important  part  in  regulating  the  temperature 
within  the  cells. 

Round  the  sides  of  the  floor  of  the  upper  cell,  are 
narrow  troughs  with  thin  sheet  iron  bottoms  in 
which  the  fuel  is  put. 

Each  cell  can  be  entered  from  the  passage  by  an 
opening  just  large  enough  for  a  man  to  enter  to 
place  the  eggs  or  fuel.  The  eggs  are  put  on  straw 
mats  on  the  floor  of  the  lower  cell  arranged  as 
shown  in  the  diagram.  The  buildings  vary  in  size, 
usually  containing  from  8  to  20  ovens  each.  In 
addition  to  these,  there  are  generally  several  rooms 
attached  to  serve  as  living  rooms  for  the  attendants, 
stores  for  eggs  and  fuel,  and  receptables  for  the 
chickens  when  newly  hatched. 

The  incubators  are  worked  for  four  or  five  months 
of  the  year  only,  in  winter  and  spring. 

Method  of  Working. — The  ovens  are  heated  a 
few  days  before  putting  in  the  eggs  by  burning 
fuel  on  the  floors.  Tibn  from  bean  straw  or  dung 
cakes  serve  as  the  fuel.  The  superintendent  or  his 
assistants  collect  the  eggs  from  the  women  of 
the  neighbourhood,  either  directly  or  through 
native  egg-dealers.  Unfortunately,  the  best  and 
largest  eggs  seldom  reach  the  incubators,  a  better 
price  being  got  by  selling  them  from  house  to  house 
or  in  the  town  markets.  In  obtaining  eggs  from 
the  women  it  is  sometimes  agreed  to  give  one 
chicken  for  every  two  or  three  eggs  received.  When 
a  sufficient  number  of  eggs  has  been  collected,  the 
fires  are  removed  from  the  cells  and  the  tempera- 
ture regulated  to  the  required  degree.  The  eggs 
are  then  placed  on  the  floors  of  these  lower  cells. 
The  temperature  is  maintained  at  about  103°  F.  by 


adding  glowing  fuel  from  time  to  time  to  the 
troughs  in  the  upper  compartments.  I  have  never 
found  a  thermometer  used.  Long  experience  has 
enabled  the  manager  to  know  the  exact  tempera- 
ture necessary  to  be  maintained  for  the  success  of 
the  operation.  He  usually  puts  an  egg  against  the 
sensitive  skin  of  his  eye-lid  and  feels  the  degree  of 
heat.  By  attending  to  the  roof-openings  and  fuel 
supply  he  regulates  both  temperature  and  aeration. 
The  eggs  are  moved  twice  a  day.  After  seven  days, 
they  are  tested  by  holding  each  egg  in  front  of  a 
candle  or  olive-oil  lamp.  The  clear,  unfertile  ones 
are  removed  and  sold  or  sent  to  market.  On  the 
eleventh  day  the  fires  in  the  upper  compartments  are 
put  out,  and  about  two  days  later  some  of  the  eggs 
from  below  are  transferred  to  the  upper  cells. 
Generally  only  half  the  ovens  are  heated  during  the 
first  ten  days,  the  other  half  being  filled  with  eggs 
when  the  fires  no  longer  require  attention  in  the 
first  half. 

The  period  of  hatching  is  twenty-one  days,  the 
same  as  that  required  for  natural  incubation.  The 
chicks  are  removed  to  the  passage  and  are  usually 
disposed  of  the  following  day,  no  food  being 
required.  These  day-old  chicks  are  sold  at  25  to 
35  P.T.  the  hundred,  according  to  the  time  of 
hatching.  Another  system  largely  used  in  some 
districts  is  known  as  El  Tilt.  A  woman  is  given 
one  hundred  chicks  without  payment  and  under- 
takes to  return  to  the  owner  of  the  incubator  one- 
third  of  that  number  as  young  pullets  after  three  or 
four  months. 

On  an  average,  each  oven  holds  about  6,000  eggs. 
Assuming  that  each  of  the  512  native  incubators 
work  four  months,  using,  on  an  average,  ten  ovens, 
it  follows  that  about  185  million  eggs  are  put  in 
these  incubators  yearly,  during  the  short  period  of 
hatching.  The  fact  that  only  about  one-third  of 
the  eggs  fails  indicates  the  high  standard  of  per- 
fection attained  in  the  practical  working  of  these 
ancient  types  of  incubators. 

In  Upper  Egypt  the  superinteridents  are  mostly 
Copts.  In  Lower  Egypt  this  work  is  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Birmawee,  who  have 
been  trained  at  the  villages  of  Birma,  about  12 
kilometres  from  Tanta.  Each  incubator  is  in  charge 
of  one  Birmawee  superintendent  and  two  or  three 
assistants.  The  latter,  after  working  for  two  or 
three  years,  are  qualified  to  become  superintendents. 

About  25  years  ago  these  Birmawee  were  under 
a  sheik  whose  permission  was  necessary  before  any 
new  incubator  building  could  be  made  in  Lower 
Egypt.  He  also  fixed  the  district  within  which 
the  proprietor  of  an  incubator  was  allowed  to  sell 
his  chicks.  No  such  restrictions  are  now  in  force, 
a  small  Government  tax  on  the  new  building 
being  the  only  obligation. 
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fe,  W.  Lang  states  in  "  The  Modern  Egyptians" 
that  he  found  in  one  of  the  Egyptian  newspapers, 
published  by  order  of  the  Government,  on  the  3rd 
of  March,  1831,  the  number  of  establishments  for 
the  hatching  of  fowls'  eggs  in  that  year  to  be  105 
in  Lower  Egypt  and  59  in  Upper  Egypt,  using  some 
1 9  million  eggs,  of  which  some  6  millions  were 
spoiled.  Since  that  date  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  statistics.  I  attach  great  importance  to  the 
development  of  these  native  incubators  for  improv- 
ing the  poultry  industry  in  Egypt.  At  my  sugges- 
tion, the  Director-General  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  kindly  had  a  census  of  chicken  incuba- 
tors taken  throughout  the  whole  of  Egypt.  The 
following  lists  gives  the  number  on  September  12th, 
191 1.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  at  present  239 
in  Lower  Egypt  and  273  in  Upper  Egypt. 

I  attribute  the  non-sitting  instinct  of  Egyptian 
poultry  to  this  old  practice  of  artificial  incubation. 

I^ist  showing  the  number  of  chicken  incubators 
(maamal  el  gezaz)  in  Egypt,  14th  September,  191 1 
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The  native  incubators  might  be  made  to  hatch 
the  eggs  even  more  satisfactorily  than  at  present  by 
introducing  thermometers  and  perhaps  a  few  other 
improvements. 

I  do  not  consider  it  desirable  for  the  poultry 
industry  in  Egypt  to  substitute  the  smaller  and 
much  more  complicated  European  incubators. 
The  entire  lack  of  selection  of  the  eggs  for  incuba- 
tion explains  the  gradual  diminution  in  size  of 
Egyption  fowls.  In  fact,  in  some  districts  I  have 
found  the  best  and  biggest  eggs  retained  to  be  sold 
to  Europeans.  It  will  take  some  time  to  remove 
the  prevalent  idea  that  any  egg  which  is  fertilised 
is  good  enough  to  produce  a  chicken.  The  organi- 
sation of  poultry  farms  or  breeding  stations  in 
selected  areas  to  supply  selected  eggs  to  native  in- 
cubators would  go  a  long  way  towards  improving 
the  poultry  of  this  country.  Such  stations  would 
carry  out  much  experimental  work  of  the 
greatest  value.  At  present  very  little  has  been 
done  in  selecting  the  best  strains  from  the  best 
native  breeds  of  fowls  suitable  to  each  district,  or 
in  crossing  selected  native  fowls  with  approved 
acclimatised  breeds,  or  in  investigating  the  poultry 
diseases  which  play  so  much  havoc  from  time  to 
time.  As  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  there 
are  at  least  three  breeds  of  fowls  in  Egypt  which 
are  much  superior  to  the  small  native  fowls  seen 
in  the  markets  and  villages,  and  which  could  be 
improved  by  selection  and  suitable  crossing. 


The  Fayum  and  the  village  of  Dandara,  in 
Upper  Egypt,  have  breeds  of  large  fowls  which  are 
excellent  for  table  qualities.  They  also  lay  large 
eggs,  but  are  not  so  prolific  as  the  smaller  native 
fowls.  When  visiting  Dandara  in  June  last  I-  was 
astonished  to  find  the  number  of  large  fowls  very 
much  diminished.  I  fear  that  unless  some  regula- 
tion is  put  upon  the  supply  of  these  birds  to  meet 
the  demands  from  Luxor  and  other  places,  this 
famous  breed  will  soon  become  extinct.  In  Lower 
Egypt,  the  Behera  Province  produces  the  best 
poultry,  notably,  the  district  round  Kafr  el  Sheikh. 
These  fowls  called  "  Behera  "  or  "  Eelaheen  "  are 
the  best  egg-layers  in  the  country  and  are  also  good 
eating. 

To  improve  the  egg-production,  I  would  suggest 
crossing  selected  native  strains  with  well-known 
imported  egg-producing  breeds,  after  proving  that 
they  can  be  acclimatised.  The  Mediterranean 
breeds,  such  as  Minorcas  and  Leghorns,  might 
prove  suitable.  These  are,  par  excellence,  the 
egg-laying  breeds. 


Prof.  W.  R.  GRAHAM. 

Particulars  of  Mr.  Graham's  career  and  of  the  excellent 
work  he  is  doing  in  Canada  were  given  in  the  J uly  issue  of 
the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record, 
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NEW    SOUTH    WALES  POULTRY 
CONFERENCE. 

THE  recent  conference  at  the  Hawkesbury 
College,  says  the  Sydney  Mail,  attracted 
nearly  400  persons  interested  in  poultr}' 
farming.  Papers  on  subjects  of  special  interest 
were  read.  One  essay  on  hatching,  by  Mr.  C. 
Leach,  of  Belmore,  received  a  special  prize  of  two 
guineas.  The  writer  contended  that  autumn 
hatching  was  superior  to  spring  hatching.  His 
experiences — and  he  operates  on  a  large  scale — 
were  detailed. 

•  Mr.  Craft  and  Mr.  Kelly,  both  practical  men, 
dissented  strongly  from  some  of  Mr.  Leach's 
conclusions.  Mr.  Kelly  said  that  he  had  lost 
nearly  every  autumn-hatched  chicken  from  mos- 
quito bites,  which  produced  the  well-known  warts. 
If,  he  added,  the  Government  Bacteriologist  could 
discover  a  remedy  for  this  fatal  pest  he  would 
confer  blessings  on  the  poultry  industry  equal  to 
those  which  science  had  conferred  on  wheat 
farming. 

An  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W. 
Hyndman,  whose  subject  was  co-operation.  He 
made  out  a  strong  case  in  favour  of  unity  among 
poultry  farmers,  and  urged  consigning  their 
produce  to  their  own  mart  and  direct  to  consumers 
to  save  the  middleman's  profits.  Everyone  agreed 
with  the  principle  of  co-operation,  but  it  was 
pointed  out  that  failure  often  resulted  from  lack  of 
united  support  from  the  farmers  themselves. 

"  The  Disadvantages  of  Early  Maturity  "  was  a 
contribution  by  Mr.  W.  O'Hearn,  of  Maitland.  He 
argued  that  early-laying  pullets  were  seldom 
lasters,  and  often  were  inconsistent  in  their  laying. 

Mrs.  J.  Stewart's  contribution  was  "  Hints  on 
Incubating  and  Brooding."  Her  preference  was 
for  hot-air  incubators  and  the  hot-water-pipe  style 
of  brooders.  Emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  import- 
ance of  absolute  cleanliness. 

"The  Cockerel  Problem,"  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Ely,  was 
aptly  named,  as  attempts  to  solve  it  provoked 
animated  discussion.  The  author  of  this  well- 
written  paper  painted  an  attractive  picture  of  the 
profits  from  caponising  cockerels  and  placing  them 
on  the  market  at  12s.  a  pair.  His  methods  and 
conclusions  did  not,  however,  find  favour  with  men 
who  make  their  living  from  eggs  and  table  poultry. 
One  practical  breeder  stated  that  caponising 
Leghorn  cockerels  was  next  to  worthless.  Another 
farmer  of  15  years'  experience  said  that  there  was 
money  in  eggs,  but  none  in  cockerels,  which  "  ate 
their  heads  off"  before  they  were  marketable. 
His  way  with  male  fowls  was  drastic.  As  soon  as 
he  could  distinguish  the  sexes  he  chopped  off  the 
heads  of  the  cockerels  and  boiled  their  bodies  to 
feed  the  pullets. 

A  feature  of  the  conference  was  the  keen  interest 
taken  in  it  by  the  Minister  for  Agriculture.  That 


gentleman  recognised  that  the  poultry  industry  is 
one  of  national  importance.  He  quoted  statistics 
intended  to  show  that  13,204,000  dozen  eggs  were 
accounted  for  in  this  State  in  19 10,  and  that 
poultry  products  in  that  year  amounted  to  if 
million  sterling.  Mr.  Trefle  also  said  that  the 
Hawkesbury  College  competition  hens  showed  a 
yearly  profit  over  feed  expenses  of  12s.  4d.  a  head, 
and  he  challenged  the  sheep-breeders  to  show 
similar  results  from  ordinary  flocks. 

This  rose-coloured  statement  is  discounted  con- 
siderably by  the  fact  that  the  college  fowls  are 
not  debited  with  cost  of  labour,  expert  supervision, 
rent  of  premises,  construction  of  yards,  etc.  The 
pronouncement  that  hens  earned  12s.  4d,  each  over 
their  rations  is  therefore  misleading,  as  anyone 
would  find  out  if  he  were  simple  enough  to  expect 
an  annual  return  of  ^616  13s.  4d.  from  1,000  hens 
at  the  profit  per  head  quoted. 

Poultrymen,  however,  will  be  glad  that  the 
Minister  has  promised  them  the  following  material 
assistance  : — (i)  The  appointment  of  an  expert  to 
teach  farmers  and  others  the  poultry   business ; 

(2)  Inspection  of  poultry  feed  to  check  adulteration  ; 

(3)  Subsidies  of  los.  in  the  pound  on  the  prize 
money  of  poultry  clubs  which  can  show  members' 
subscription  to  the  amount  of  ^50. 

Mr.  Dunnicliff,  jun.,  was  presented  with  a  purse 
of  sovereigns  in  recognition  of  his  11  years'  work 
in  connection  with  the  egg-laying  competitions. 


Organisations  for  Promoting  Utility  Poultry. 

Last  year  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  years  ago 
the  American  Poultry  Association  was  formed,  the 
International  Utility  Poultry  Association  came  into 
existence,  not  as  a  rival  to  the  American,  but  for 
the  special  purpose  of  improving  the  market  hen 
and  the  market  conditions  connected  with  her  It 
is  proposed  to  do  this,  first,  by  encouraging  the 
breeding  of  pure  or  cross-bred  fowls  for  useful 
rather  than  show  purposes  ;  second,  by  establishing 
egg-laying  contests,  under  proper  management ; 
third,  by  conducting  utility  poultry  shows  ;  fourth, 
by  forming  utility  poultry  clubs  ;  fifth,  by  obtain- 
ing the  best  advice  for  members  as  to  selecting, 
breeding  and  raising  such  fowls  ;  sixth,  by  award- 
ing prizes  for  the  best  and  most  economical  methods 
of  packing  and  marketing  poultry  products  ; 
seventh,  by  putting  members  in  communication 
with  retail  dealers  and  large  consumers  for  the  dis- 
posal of  surplus  products  ;  eighth,  by  adopting  a 
standard  package  to  be  used  by  members  only ; 
ninth,  by  trying  to  reduce  shipping  rates — perhaps 
the  hardest  part  of  all ;  tenth,  by  judicious  adver- 
tising to  attract  the  consuming  public.  Nine  States 
are  now  represented  in  membership.  —  Country 
Gentleman,  U.S.A. 
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THE  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  IN  DENMARK. 

By  KONSULTANT  W.  A.  KOCK. 

T  N  the  course  of  the  last  20  to  25  years,  the 
poultry-breeding  industry  in  Denmark  has  be- 
come very  important  as  a  remunerative  source  of 
profit.  It  is  not  the  production  from  single  large 
poultry  farms  but  from  the  many  small  holdings 
which  proves  the  national  economy  of  poultry-keep- 
ing in  this  country.  The  export  of  Danish  eggs  to 
the  English  market  last  year  represented  a  value  of 
29^  million  kroner  (i  kroner  is  worth  i/i^d.),  and 
this  in  addition  to  a  large  home  consumption  of 
eggs  and  poultry.  Visitors  to  Denmark  will  find 
poultry  everywhere,  not  only  at  the  farms  but  also 
at  the  houses  in  the  villages.  At  the  farms  the 
poultry  houses  are  most  commonly  to  be  found 


We  have  very  few  large  poultry  farms  in  this 
country,  and  as  a  rule  they  do  not  seem  to  do  very 
well.  During  the  course  of  last  year  there  was  a 
growing  desire  to  ascertain  the  number  of  eggs 
produced  by  each  hen  in  order  to  breed  from  the 
best  layers.  This  work  is  in  many  cases  carried 
out  by  the  smallholders.  Much  weight  is  laid  on 
establishing  breeding  centres.  Prizes  are  given  to 
the  best  poultry-keepers  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  The  accounts  must  show  a  profit  and  the 
committee  of  judges  visits  the  different  poultry- 
keepers  taking  part  in  the  competition.  The 
principal  part  of  the  work  in  this  connection  is 
done  by  the  Konsultants  Secretary,  who  must 
write  the  reports.  It  is  egg-production  and  egg- 
production  alone  which  is  of  interest. 


Farm  buildings  converted  into  a  Permanent  Poultry  House  on  a  Danish  Poultry  Farm.  \_Copyright. 


among  the  permanent  farm  buildings  ;  the  hens 
are  mostly  Leghorns  and  Minorcas,  as  well  as  cross 
breeds  between  these  and  the  common  barn-door 
fowls.  At  other  times  of  the  year  they  are  shut  up 
in  special  runs. 

At  many  small  holdings  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  where  the  largest  number  of  hens  is  to  be 
found  in  proportion  to  the  area,  twenty  to  forty 
hens  are  often  kept,  while  on  peasant  farms  there 
may  be  forty  or  fifty  and  more.  On  an  average  the 
yearly  net  profit  amounts  in  many  places  to  q.\  or  3 
kroner  per  hen,  and  more,  without  counting  the 
special  income  from  prizes  or  of  eggs  for  hatching, 
cheap  corn,  and  other  extra  earnings.  In  many 
cases  it  is  not  only  the  man  but  the  woman  also 
who  takes  care  of  the  poultry,  and  especially  in  the 
chicken  rearing. 


Not  much  has  been  done  up  to  the  present  in  the 
matter  of  fattening  poultry,  and  the  little  which 
has  been  done  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
the  home  consumption.  Artificial  hatching  and 
breeding  is  only  adopted  in  a  few  places.  As  is 
well  known,  co-operative  societies  are  established 
with  great  success  in  Denmark,  and  this  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  many-poultry  breeders  in  the 
country.  The  Danish  Farmers'  Co-operative  Egg 
Export  Association,  founded  in  the  year  1895,  has 
been  a  great  success.  During  all  these  years  it  has 
been  able  steadily  to  improve  the  collecting  and 
treatment  of  the  eggs.  The  people  have  more  and 
more  come  to  understand  this  question  and  that  it 
all  depends  on  the  quality.  The  object  of  each  is 
to  deliver  to  the  English  market  a  new-laid,  clean, 
and  good  egg. 
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FARM  POULTRY. 

By  Fred.  W.  Parton 
(the  University,  Leeds). 


'T*HERE  appears  to  be  a  great  diversit}^  of 
opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  a  poultr}^ 
farm.  Farm  poultr\--keeping  and  poultr}' 
farming  are  two  distinct  things.  In  the  one 
case  fowls  only  form  a  part,  and  only  a  minor 
part  at  that,  whereas  a  poultr}'  farm  is  that  in 
which  fowls  are  the  onh'  source  of  income,  and 
where  no  crop  is  obtained  from  the  land.  Rent, 
labour,  and  food,  are  thus  all  chargeable  to 
the  fowls. 

In  addition  to  farm  poultn,'-keeping,  and 
poultr}'  farming,  there  are  other  kinds  of 
poultr5^-keepers  : — smallholders,  specialists,  fan- 
ciers and  backyarders.  It  is,  however,  the 
farmer  class  of  poultrj'-keeper  with  whom  we 
are  at  present  concerned.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  vast  quantities  of  eggs  are  produced  for 
market  ever}'  year  by  others  than  those  engaged 
in  farming.  It  is  the  farmer,  however,  upon 
whom  we  depend  for  the  bulk  of  the  British 
egg  suppl}',  since  he  has  many  advantages  and 
opportunities  which  are  possessed  by  no  other 
class  of  poultr}'-keeper.  In  the  first  place,  he 
has  plenty  of  space  :  and  the  advantage  of  this 
cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  is  apparent  in  so 
many  directions.  Especially  is  space  beneficial 
to  his  chickens  that  are  ultimately  intended  for 
breeding  purposes.  If  the}'  have  absolute 
freedom  in  their  early  life,  a  sound  and  robust 
constitution  is  built  up  which  will  be  of  in- 
estimable value  to  them  when  the  breeding 
season  arrives,  and  an  equalh'  sound  constitu- 
tion will  be  transmitted  to  the  chickens  by  the 
union  of  parents  that  have  been  brought  up  in 
a  hardy  fashion.  It  must  not,  however,  be 
imagined  that  only  fowls  so  reared  on  a  farm 
should  be  used  for  breeding  from.  We  do  not, 
of  course,  agree  with  breeding  from  chickens 
that  are  kept  under  the  conditions  of  the  back- 
yarder. But  there  are  intermediate  conditions, 
and  we  have  known  some  of  the  best  chickens 
reared  under  circumstances  which  certainly  at 
first  sight  did  not  appear  to  be  the  most  desir- 
able. At  the  same  time  there  is  no  doubt  that 
chickens  having  extensive  land  to  roam  over, 
and  that  are  strangers  to  restriction  of  any  kind, 
develop  those  qualities  which  are  essential  in 
breeding  stock,  for  the  propagation  of  health 
and  condition  in  their  progeny. 

The  benefit  of  breeding  from  birds  reared 
at  liberty  is  apparent  in  many  directions,  but 
perhaps  in  none  more  than  during  an  attack  of 
any  form  of  disease,  and,  were  comparison  to  be 
made  as  to  the  mortality  among  those  bred  from 


parents  accustomed  to  confinement  and  those 
reared  under  more  natural  conditions,  it  would 
invariably  be  found  that  the  former  succumb 
much  more  readih'  than  the  latter  to  any 
adverse  influences.  When  plenty  of  space  is 
available,  there  is  a  further  manifest  advantage 
in  that  the  danger  arising  from  tainted  soil  is 
very  considerably  lessened.  On  a  farm,  one 
ought  to  be  able  to  sa}'  that  the  danger  is 
entirel}'  obviated.  This,  however,  is  not  so. 
We  have  more  than  once  known  disease  of  the 
most  deadly  nature  to  attack  farm  poultr}'. 
This  in  ever}'  case  was  due  to  wanton  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  farmer.  There  were  many 
acres  of  pastures  over  which  the  fowls  were  at 
libert}'  to  wander,  and  no  doubt  would  have 
wandered  had  they  been  managed  in  a  proper 
manner.  They  were  kept  in  a  paddock  where 
ducks,  geese,  turkeys,  and  the  ordinar}'  fowls 
all  made  one  huge  flock.  They  were  housed, 
sheltered,  and  fed — frequently  over-fed — always 
on  the  same  place.  There  was  no  temptation 
for  them  to  leave  their  unsanitary  surroundings. 
After  a  time  a  vers*  serious  epidemic  broke  out 
which  spread  with  alarming  rapidity ;  the 
trouble  was  felt  more  or  less  on  practicall}'  all 
the  farms  in  the  neighbourhood.  This,  how- 
ever, reflects  only  on  the  farmers  in  question, 
and  fortunately  does  not  apply  to  farm  poultry 
generally.  Therefore  the  fact  may  be  em- 
phasised that  the  farmer  has  unique  op- 
portunities so  far  as  space  and  freedom  from 
contamination  are  concerned. 

A  further  very  important  advantage  is  the 
farmer's  opportunity  of  getting  cheaper  food  for 
his  poultr}'.  Not  onl}-  does  he  grow  practically 
everything  that  is  needed  in  this  direction,  but 
there  are  weathered-corn  and  other  unsaleable 
products  that  can  be  utilised  b}'  the  fowls. 
There  are  thousands  of  intensive  poultry- 
keepers  who  have  no  opportunity  of  producing 
even  a  head  of  lettuce  or  a  cabbage  to  provide 
greens  for  their  poultr}-  and  in  consequence 
everything,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a  few 
household  scraps,  has  to  be  purchased.  When 
their  lot  is  compared  with  that  of  the  farmer, 
the  enormous  advantage  he  possesses  becomes 
apparent,  since  greens  of  almost  every  descrip- 
tion can  be  procured  for  next  to  nothing, 
while  animal  food  is  obtained  in  abundance.  In 
addition  there  are  the  sweepings  after  threshing, 
and  the  hundred  and  one  items  that  but  for  the 
fowls  would  be  wasted,  instead  of  being  con- 
verted into  eggs  and  flesh.  Furthermore,  the 
farmer  has  no  labour  to  pay  for.    If  his  wife  or 
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daughters  do  not  under  take  the  poultry  work, 
it  is  done  by  one  of  the  farm  hands  at  no  extra 
pay,  since  it  is  done  in  connection  with  his 
other  duties,  and  in  his  working  hours. 

It  is  only  the  farmer  who  can  adopt  the 
colony  system,  and  can  place  his  fowls  in  every 
available  position  on  the  land ;  permanent 
pasture,  meadow,  and  arable  land  all  in  turn 
being  made  use  of  in  this  direction.  It  is  often 
stated  that  fowls  kept  under  these  conditions 
do  not  receive  the  same  amount  of  personal 
attention,  and  are  apt  to  become  wild,  and 
consequently  there  is  a  tendency  to  reversion. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  fowls  enjoying  this 
natural  freedom  from  all  restriction  may  not  be 
quite   so    productive,    since   domestication  is 


get  all  that  he  might  get  out  of  his  poultry  ? 
The  answer  must  be  in  the  negative,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  number  of  fowls  kept  in 
this  country  w^orks  out  at  rather  less  than  half 
a  fowl  per  acre  of  land  under  cultivation.  One 
is  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  great 
deal  more  might  be  done  than  is  done  in  this  very 
important  branch  of  farming.  In  the  first  place 
it  is  necessar}^  that  the  farmer  should  not  merely 
regard  poultry-keeping  as  a  sort  of  side  line.  It 
is  certainly  only  a  minor  branch  of  agriculture, 
yet  it  is  of  such  growing  magnitude  that  it 
deserves  a  great  deal  more  attention  than  it 
receives  on  man}^  farms.  How^ever,  things  are 
rapidl}^  improving  in  this  direction.  At  one 
time  fowls  were  considered  as  entirely  beneath 


A  Mixed  Flock  of  Poultry  on  the  Farm  belonging  to  the  Queen  Hotel,  Harrogate.      (See  Page  54^0- 


largely  responsible  for  the  enormous  increase  in 
all  economic  qualities.  But  this  drawback  is 
completely  over-balanced  by  the  advantages 
gained  by  the  fowls  :  the}^  are  kept  in  a  perfect 
state  of  health  by  the  continual  change,  and  the 
amount  of  natural  food  they  obtain  can  scarcely 
be  estimated.  Not  only  so,  but  the  land  is 
benefited  to  a  tremendous  extent.  All  these 
manifest  advantages  considered,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  farmer  has  it  in  his  power 
to  produce  eggs  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  can  his  less  fortunately  placed  brother 
poultr3'-keeper. 

The  question  is,  does  the  average  farmer  take 
full  advantage  of  his  opportunities,  and  does  he 


notice  by  the  farmer  himself,  and  were  merely 
left  to  the  care  of  anyone  who  would  throw 
down  a  bucketful  of  maize.  A  great  change 
has  been  wrought  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
some  of  the  largest  farmers  regard  poultry  as 
worth}^  of  serious  consideration.  Farmers  as  a 
general  rule  are  held  up  to  ridicule  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  attend  to  their  poultry. 
This  sweeping  condemnation  is,  however,  quite 
unfair.  We  have  met  some  of  the  most  enter- 
prising of  farmers,  who  take  a  keen  and 
intelligent  interest  in  their  fowls,  and  are  not 
ashamed  to  admit  as  much.  We  know  others 
who  not  only  regard  them  as  highly  re- 
munerative from  the    commercial  standpoint, 
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but,  from  a  small  beginning,  have  .seen  with 
a  business  eye  the  great  possibilities  they  were 
missing,  and  have  branched  out  considerably  in 
one  or  more  directions  that  lend  themselves  for 
specialisation.  One  such  farmer,  whom  we 
know  very  well,  stands  out  prominently  in  this 
direction,  and  he  admits  to  clearing,  on  an 
average,  between  ^150  and  ^200  per  annum 
from  his  poultry.  Originall}^  his  stock  was  of 
the  usual  nondescript  farmyard  character,  and 
with  these  he  did  fairly  well,  but  he  objected 
to  have  to  dispose  of  well-grown  cross-bred 
cockerels  for  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  at 
most  three  shillings  each,  after  keeping  them 
for  six  or  seven  months.  Consequently  he 
cleared  off  all  of  the  mongrel  type  and  started 
afresh,  with  pure-bred  birds,  with  the  intention 
of  selling  cockerels  and  the  surplus  pullets  for 
stock  purposes.  In  addition  to  this  he  sold 
sittings  of  eggs  at  half-a-crown  a  dozen.  He 
informed  us  that  since  he  started  with  his  pure- 
bred stock  he  received  many  more  orders  than 
he  could  possibly  supply.  There  is  certainly 
nothing  very  original  in  this  idea;  but  origin- 
ality is  not  claimed  for  it.  Such  cases  are  now 
extremely  common  among  farmers.  It  merely 
proves  that  fowls  are  not  so  generally  neglected 
on  a  mixed  farm  as  many  people  suppose  them 
to  be.  There  are  many  directions  for  specialis- 
ing that  the  farmer  could  not  possibly  go  in  for, 
since  they  entail  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  time 
which  would  probably  only  be  accomplished  to 
the  detriment  of  some  other  branch  of  farm 
work.  As  an  instance  it  may  be  added  that 
breeding  and  fattening  spring  ducklings,  to  be 
ready  during  the  months  when  the  highest 
prices  are  to  be  obtained,  requires  both  time  and 
skill  to  bring  them  up  to  the  perfection 
necessary  for  successful  competition  with  those 
who  devote  all  their  time  and  energy  to  this 
profitable  branch  of  the  industry.  The  same 
thing  applies  to  poultry  fattening  as  carried  out 
in  Surrey  and  Sussex.  This  is,  in  itself,  a 
business  and  must  be  so  regarded,  since  an 
attempt  to  undertake  such  work  in  the  odd 
half-hours  that  may  be  snatched  from  other 
duties  inevitably  means  failure. 

There  are,  however,  directions  in  which  the 
farmer  might  satisfactorily  specialise,  and  in 
few  directions  are  there  greater  possibilities 
than  in  keeping  pure-bred  stock  for  the  purpose 
already  mentioned.  They  require  no  more 
attention,  nor  yet  do  they  consume  more  food, 
if  as  much,  as  cross  breeds,  and  considerably 
better  financial  results  accrue.  There  are  other 
directions  in  which  the  farmer  might  devote  his 
special  attention,  and  by  studying  the  market 
quotations  he  wall  soon  realise  what  time  of  the 
year  to  market  his  produce  to  obtain  the  best 


prices.  He  will  find  out  when  he  should  have 
his  guinea  fowl  ready  for  consumption  ;  when 
to  have  his  spring  chickens  on  the  market ;  and 
he  will  realise  the  importance  of  producing  a 
few  "  green  geese." 

Perhaps  it  is  in  the  direction  of  marketing  his 
poultry  produce  that  the  farmer  is  still  far 
behind  the  times.  He  is  harder  to  move  in  this 
than  in  any  other  direction.  Incredible  as  it 
may  appear,  there  are  still  many  districts  in  which 
eggs  are  exchanged  for  other  domestic  com- 
modities. Inprovements  in  the  methods  of 
marketing  are  by  no  mean  commensurate  with 
the  improvement  made  in  other  branches  of 
farm  poultry.  It  may,  however,  reasonably  be 
hoped  that  we  may  see  greater  advancement 
and  more  systematised  methods  of  the  collecting 
and  marketing  of  eggs  and  table  chickens  in 
the  near  future,  especially  by  the  younger 
generation  of  farm  poultry-keepers,  who  are 
being  gradually  yet  surely  weaned  from  the  old 
methods  followed  by  their  forefathers. 


Value  of  the  Hen. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  New  South 
Wales,  in  an  address  at  Hawkesbury  Agricultural 
College,  stated  that  in  1909  the  poultry  farms  in 
the  State  contained  no  fewer  than  3,216,000  head 
of  poultry.  In  12  months'  time  that  number  had 
increased  15  per  cent.,  the  total  being  3,696,000 
head ;  so  that  the  State  seems  to  be  approaching 
the  period  when  it  will  be  able  to  supply  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Commonwealth 
with  a  turkey  or  a  fowl,  if  the  distribution  were 
practicable. 

Such  a  very  large  number  of  poultry  presupposes 
a  proportionate  increase  in  egg-production,  and  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  showed  that  in  1910,  the 
latest  available  figures  apparently  not  going 
beyond  that  year.  New  South  Wales  produced 
13,205,000  dozen  or  158,460,000  eggs,  being  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  13,296,000  eggs. 
Mr.  Trefle  did  not  have  the  figures  for  191 1,  but  he 
was  quite  sure  that  their  increase  would  at  least  be 
maintained,  so  that  both  poultry  and  egg  pro- 
duction are  on  the  up-grade.  The  figures  only 
apply  to  the  product  of  farms  of  over  an  acre  in 
area,  and,  consequently,  exclude  a  large  domestic 
production.  Another  fact  was  cited  by  the  Minister 
making  the  industry  still  more  important  from  the 
producer's  standpoint.  Prices  have  risen  despite 
the  increased  production,  the  rise  in  five  years 
being  no  less  than  25  per  cent.,  and  the  Minister 
was  on  safe  grounds  when  he  said  that  in  no  other 
products  from  the  land  had  such  a  great  improve- 
ment been  noted.  A  noteworthy  feature  is  that 
increase  in  values  has  occurred  despite  the  increase 
in  the  price  of  fowl's  feed,  which  fortunately  the 
recent  rains  will  tend  to  reduce. 
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THE  POULTRY  QUESTION   IN  CON- 
NECTION WITH  HOTELS. 

OMPETITION  to-day  is  so  keen  in  every  business 
^  that  any  methods  that  will  produce  economical 
working  are  eagerly  seized  upon.  In  no  business 
is  this  modern  trait  so  apparent  as  in  the  case  of 
the  hotel-keeper.  His  expenses  have  become  so 
great,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  to  give  so 
much  in  return  for  the  money  he  receives,  that, 
wherever  possible,  he  launches  out  into  schemes 
for  the  purpose  of  economising  the  working  of 
the  hotel.  A  great  many  hotels  nowadays  have 
adopted  the  plan  of  becoming,  to  a  great  extent, 
self-supporting  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  have  instituted 


In  a  conversation  we  had  recently  with  Mr. 
Heyden,  of  the  Queen  Hotel,  Harrogate,  we  had  a 
good  insight  into  the  methods  of  working  an  up- 
to-date  hotel  poultry  farm.  The  Oueen  Hotel  has 
gone  in  for  everything  that  is  likely  to  be  of  benefit 
to  visitors  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  and  chief 
among  these  is  the  fact  that  it  has  a  farm  of  its 
own  which  supplies  it  with  butter,  milk,  eggs,  and 
chickens.  On  this  farm  there  is  a  large  variety 
of  barn-door  fowls,  numbering  about  four  hundred 
head.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a  large  number 
of  ducks,  geese  and  turkeys. 

These  are  fed  principally  on  the  scraps  from  the 
hotel,  consisting  chiefly  of  broken  bread,  soup,  and 
meat. 


The  Farm  Buildings  at  the 

farms  which  keep  them  supplied  all  the  year  round 
with  dairy,  farm,  and  garden  produce. 

In  this  manner  their  visitors  are  always  assured 
of  obtaining  everything  absolutely  fresh,  and 
where  butter,  milk,  cream,  and  eggs  are  concerned 
this  is  a  consideration  of  primary  importance. 
Many  a  hotel  has  lost  a  good  customer  because 
the  breakfast  egg  was  not  fresh.  As  a  consequence, 
it  is  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  a  hotel  to  be 
quite  certain  that  whatever  is  provided  will  please 
the  most  critical  of  guests.  A  hotel  which  has  a 
poultry  farm  of  its  own  from  which  they  are  sup- 
plied with  eggs  and  table  birds  possesses  a  great 
advantage.  While,  of  course,  such  a  farm  does  not 
go  in  for  fancy  breeds  or  specialise  in  show  points, 
they  keep  pure  or  cross-bred  stock,  and  these  are 
able  to  keep  the  hotel  supplied  with  all  the  eggs  that 
it  requires.  By  a  judicious  selection  of  even  the 
barn-door  type,  and  by  care  in  the  arrangements 
made  for  housing  and  feeding,  several  hotel  pro- 
prietors whom  we  know  have  found  it  possible  to 
maintain  the  supplies  of  eggs  the  whole  year  round. 


Queen  Hotel,  Harrogate. 

There  is  also  an  extensive  dairy  farm,  where 
between  fifty  and  sixty  gallons  of  milk  are  pro- 
duced daily,  all  of  which  is  used  in  the  hotel. 


"  ALL  ABOUT  THE  POULTRY  CLUB." 

Such  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  that  has  just  been 
issued  by  the  council,  since  it  is  felt  that  the  club 
is  not  as  representative  of  the  poultry  Fancy  as  it 
should  be.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  more 
exhibitors  without  its  ranks  than  within,  which 
should  not  be  if  the  Poultry  Club  is  to  be  the 
premier  club  and  ruling  body  of  the  Fancy.  The 
pamphlet  treats  of  the  formation  and  history  of  the 
club  and  mentions  its  objects  and  constitution, 
while  it  shows  the  advantages  of  joining  and  gives 
seven  reasons  why  poultry  shows  and  specialist 
clubs  should  become  associated.  We  may  add 
that  we  shall  be  happy  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
pamphlet  to  anyone  applying  to  m, 
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INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 

POULTRY    INSTRUCTORS  AND 

INVESTIGATORS. 

A  T  the  meetings  of  the  provisional  Committee, 
held  in  London,  July  18  to  24,  an  Association 
under  the  above  name  was  formally  established, 
and  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  During  the 
week  important  reports  were  submitted  from  many 
countries,  recording  the  present  state  of  poultry 
teaching  and  research,  which  it  is  intended  to  issue 
in  permanent  form.  The  Constitution  adopted, 
which  will  be  published  at  an  early  date,  states  the 
objects  to  be  interchange  of  knowledge  and 
experience  among  those  engaged  throughout  the 
world  in  poultry  teaching,  demonstration,  and 
investigation,  and  to  promote  extension  of  know- 
ledge by  encouragement  of  scientific  research,  prac- 
tical experimentation,  the  collection  of  statistics, 
study  of  the  problems  of  marketing,  and  in  other 
ways.  Candidates  for  membership  must  be  engaged 
as  teachers  or  instructors,  as  experimenters  or 
investigators,  as  Government  officials  employed  in 
poultry  work,  or  as  making  a  noteworthy  contri- 
bution to  advance  the  poultry  industr3^  The 
ordinary  fee  for  membership  is  £1  per  annum. 
Also,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  election  of 
patrons,  inclusive  of  persons.  Government  depart- 
ments, associations,  or  clubs  contributing  to  the 
funds  of  the  Association. 

Among  the  other  decisions  arrived  at  are  : — 

(1)  That  a  Fellowship  be  instituted,  with  the 
designation  F.I.P.A.,  to  be  conferred  only  on  such 
persons  as  shall  have  rendered  service  of  the  highest 
distinction  to  the  advancement  of  the  poultry 
industry.  Only  five  of  such  Fellowships  shall  be 
conferred,  by  vote  of  the  entire  Association,  every 
three  years. 

(2)  That  a  Central  Bureau  shall  be  established 
for  the  time  being  in  London,  which  shall  be  the 
clearing  house  for  information  to  members  and 
others  concerned  in  promoting  the  poultry  industry. 

(3)  That  records  of  experiments  and  investi- 
gations be  collected  and  distributed  among  the 
members,  and  material  exchanged  for  future  work. 

(4)  That  there  shall  be  established  at  the 
Central  Bureau  a  Historical  Section,  and  one  for 
illustrations  and  lantern  slides  which  can  be  loaned 
to  members. 

(5)  That  members  shall  collect  and  supply 
annually  statistics  as  to  the  progress  of  poultry 
teaching"  and  research  in  all  countries,  and  that 
efforts  be  made  to  improve  the  statistics  of  poultry 
production  and  adopt  a  universal  form. 

(6)  That  as  soon  as  financially  possible  a 
journal  be  published  regularly,  in  which  will  be 
given  summaries  of  bulletins,  reports  and  special 
articles  dealing  with  poultry  problems,  and  such 
other  information  as  may  be  thought  desirable. 

(7)  That  efforts  be  put  forth  to  raise  the 
standard  of  poultry  teaching  throughout  the  world. 


It  was  further  resolved  that,  subject  to  the  receipt 
of  acceptable  invitations,  a  World's  Poultry  Con- 
gress be  held  in  19 14,  representative  of  all  sections 
of  the  poultry  industry,  and  it  is  hoped  that  such 
invitations  will  be  forthcoming  at  an  early  date. 

Officers  and  Council  were  elected  as  follows  : — 
List  of  Council  (Elected  July  23,  1912). 
Country,  &c.  Name  and  Address. 

President — Mr.   Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  52,  Queen 
Anne's  Chambers,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
Hon.  Secretary — Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Maine,  U.S.A. 
Australia — Mr.  E.  J.  Dillon,  409-410,  Strand,  Lon- 
don ;  Mr.  D.  F.  Laurie,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Adelaide,  South  Australia ;  Major 
Norton,  D.S.O.,  85,  Gracechurch  Street,  Lon- 
don, E.C. 

Belgium — Mons.  M.  van  Gelder,  Chateau  Zeecrabbe, 
Uccle,  Brussels. 

Canada — Mr.  W.  A.  Brown,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Ottawa ;  Professor  W.  R.  Graham, 
Ontario  Agricultural  College,  Guelph. 

Cyprus — ]\Ir.  W.  Bevan,  Director  Agricultural 
Education,  Nicosia. 

Denmark — Konsultant  W.  A.  Kock,  "\'esterbrogade 
89?,  Copenhagen. 

England — Professor  F.  Y.  Theobald,  M.A.,  Wye 
Court,  Wye,  Kent ;  Mr.  C.  E.  J.  Walkey, 
Edgborough,  Staplegrove,  Taunton. 

Fjxince- — Dr.  Loisel,  6,  Rue  de  I'Ecole  de  Medecine, 
Paris  ;  Mons.  d'Aubusson,  66,  Avenue  Mozart, 
Paris;  Mons.  Pierre  A.  Pichot,  132,  Boulevard 
Haussmann,  Paris. 

Germany — -Professor  A.  Beeck,  CroUwitz,  Halle- 
am-Salle ;  Director  Karl  Haas,  Erlangen, 
Bavaria.  • 

Holland — Consultant  H.  B.  Beaufort,  Ardenode- 
Haarlem. 

India — Mr.  A.  C.  Dobbs,  B.A.,  Agricultural  College, 

Pusa,  Bengal. 
Ireland — Mr.  Jas.  S.    Gordon,    B.Sc,   22,  Upper 

Merrion  Street,  Dublin. 
Italv — Signor  Alfredo  ^'itale,  Salvator  Rosa,  67, 

Naples. 

Netv  Zealand — Mr.  F.  Brown,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Wellington. 

No7ivay — Lieutenant-Colonel  Thams,  Christiania. 

Russia — Mons.  B.  de  Gontscharoff,  Sergievskaja, 
56,  St.  Petersburg. 

Scotland — Mr.  Wil  Brown,  West  of  Scotland  Agri- 
cultural College,  Kilmarnock  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Prain, 
Homeleigh.  Errol,  N.B. 

South  Africa — Mr.  Reginald  Bourlay,  Poultry 
Experiment  Station,  Potchefstroom,  Transvaal. 

Siveden — Konsultant  W.  Sjostedt,  Smedby. 

United  States  of  America — Professor  H.  Attwood, 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Morgantown, 
West  \'irginia  ;  Professor  Leon  J.  Cole,  Wis- 
consin Experiment  Station,  Madison  ;  Professor 
J.  E.  Rice,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

Wales — Mr.  W.  Hopkins-Jones,  University  of  N;orth 
Wales,  Bangor. 
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The  Constitution  provides  that  the  President 
and  Secretary  shall  be  elected  for  three  years,  and 
that  the  Council  consists  of  thirty  members,  of 
whom  ten  shall  retire  every  three  years,  but  be 
eligible  for  re-election. 

Further  information  and  forms  of  application  for 
membership  can  be  obtained  from  the  President,  at 
the  above  address,  any  Member  of  Council,  and  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Maine,  U.S.A. 

SOME  IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  RECENT 
CONFERENCE. 

By  C.  E.  J.  Walkey, 
A  Member  of  the  Provisional  Committee. 

pERHAPS  the  most  striking  matter  for  comment 
at  the  recent  Conference,  held  daily  at  the 
Council  Rooms  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of 
England,  16,  Bedford  Square,  from  the  i8th  to  24th 
July,  was  the  high  standard  of  education  and 
thought  of  the  delegates  from  the  many  countries 
represented  first  on  the  Provisional  Committee, 
now  the  Council,  of  the  newest  of  the  great  Poultry 
Associations  of  the  world.  No  single  person 
attended  who  could  not  be  called,  in  some  capacity 
or  other,  a  leader  of  the  poultry  industry.  That  I 
myself  should  have  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
Instructors  of  England  is  still,  and  always  will  be, 
matter  of  wonderment  to  me  personally,  but  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  I  am  acting  as  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  British  Association. 

Looking  at  the  names  from  across  the  sea,  three 
men  stand  out  above  the  others — B.  de  Gontscharoff, 
President  of  the  Imperial  Poultry  Society  of  Russia, 
Chancellor  to  the  Czar  ;  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  of 
Orono,  Maine,  U.S.A.,  and  Professor  Graham,  of 
Ontario,  Canada.  To  sit  daily  arnong  the  councils 
of  such  as  these  was  in  itself  an  education,  although 
I  am  bound  to  admit  that  so  bad  a  linguist  as 
myself  was  bound  to  lose  some  part  of  the  wisdom 
of  Mons.  de  Gontscharoff.  But  it  is  not  easy  for  an 
Englishman  to  learn  languages. 

The  Conference  will  be  historic,  of  that  there  can 
be  no  question,  for  to  possess  so  wide-minded  and 
brilliant  a  Secretary  as  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  chief 
Biologist  at  the  great  State  Experimental  Station 
of  Orono,  a  man  gifted  indeed  beyond  the  common, 
was  to  make  certain  before  anything  was  done  that 
the  calling  together  of  representatives  from  so  many 
countries  was  fraught  with  great  results  to  the 
poultry  people  of  the  world  at  large,  while  the 
election  of  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  Secretary  of  the 
National  Poultry  Organisation  Society,  as  the  first 
President  of  the  International  Association  was  an 
immense  honour  to  England  and  the  wisest  move 
which  could  have  been  made. 

London,  as  readers  of  this  journal  are  well  aware 
from  the  daily  papers,  gave  the  new  Association  a 


great  send-off.  The  Marchioness  of  Salisbury  gave 
a  reception  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  July  at  her 
beautiful  house  in  Arlington  Street,  W.  ;  Lord 
Lucas  dined  the  members  at  the  Carlton  Hotel  with 
such  notabilities  present  as  Sir  Thomas  Elliott, 
K.C.B.,  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  Sir  Robert  Wright  of  the  Scottish  P3oard  of 
Agriculture ;  Colonel  Robert  Williams,  M.P., 
showed  us  so  much  of  the  tlouses  of  Parliament  as 
was  then  possible  with  Parliament  sitting,  and 
gave  us  tea  on  the  Terrace  overlooking  the  Thames 
— a  function  to  which  all  Britons  look  forward  at 
some  time  in  their  lives  ;  the  Utility  Poultry  Club 
gave  a  dinner  also  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  at 
which  Mons.  Pierre  Pichot,  one  of  the  French  repre- 
sentatives, made  a  most  witty  speech  ;  while  the 
proprietors  of  this  journal  lunched  the  members  at 
the  same  place,  and  took  them  a  wonderful  motor 
car  trip  to  Aylesbury  and  its  duck  farms,  and  home 
via  Lord  Rothschild's  great  poultry  farm  at  Tring. 
Here  tea  was  given  to  us  all  on  behalf  of  Lord 
Rothschild  by  Mr.  E.  Richardson  Carr,  to  which, 
after  our  46  mile  run,  we  did,  I  think,  full  justice, 
and  other  excursions  were  arranged  which  fell 
through  owing  to  some  of  the  delegates  having  to 
leave  London  immediately  upon  or  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  Conference. 

It  was  a  most  joyous  week,  but  in  spite  of  the 
festivities  much  work  was  done,  for  the  members 
sat  in  solemn  conclave  each  day  from  10  a.m.  till 
5.30  p.m. 

The  most  momentous  work  of  all,  perhaps,  was 
the  arranging  of  a  World's  Congress  for,  it  is  hoped, 
the  year  1914.  The  members  of  the  sub-committee 
to  consider  this  were  the  President,  Mons.  de 
Gontscharoff  (Russia),  Mons.  Pierre  A.  Pichot 
(France),  Messrs.  E.  J.  Dillon  (Queensland)  and  W. 
Hopkins-Jones  (Wales)  and  myself  as  secretary.  The 
question  of  publications  also  took  much  deliberation, 
as  did  other  matters  which  I  am  not  as  yet  at 
liberty  to  mention.  Indeed,  everyone  present 
entered  most  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  whole 
affair  and  gave  work  without  question,  ungrudg- 
ingly, on  behalf  not  of  themselves  as  individuals, 
but  for  the  countries  which  each  had  the  honour 
to  represent. 

.  To  me,  personally,  the  matters  which  stood  out 
above  all  else  were  the  unquestioning  obedience  to 
the  President,  Mr.  Edward  Brown  ;  the  brilliancy 
of  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl ;  the  absolute  unanimity  of 
purpose  and  entire  friendliness  of  all  present ;  the 
wonderful  welcome  accorded  to  us  by  London  as  a 
whole.  Further  honours  may  come  my  way,  but 
for  the  rest  of  my  life  I  shall  look  back  upon  this 
Conference  of  celebrities  as  one  of  the  great 
happenings  of  my  life,  for  I  know  that  every 
delegate,  whatever  the  future  may  bring  forth,  will 
for  all  time  look  upon  each  other  delegate  as  a 
friend,  to  be  helped  whenever  and  wherever  possible, 
counting  no  personal  cost  where  members  of  the 
International  Association  are  concerned. 
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OUR  NEW  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

AN  APPRECIATION. 

By  Cari^ton  Hill. 


OME  was  not  built  in  a  day."  It  is 
an  old,  old  saying,  but  how  few 
reall}'  appreciate  the  truth  of  the 
statement.  It  may,  perhaps,  not 
only  be  lack  of  appreciation,  but  in- 
ability to  appl}'  this  truth  to  present  affairs. 
The  following  remarks  are  the  outcome  of  a  num- 
ber of  conversations  with  farmers,  crofters  and 
others  interested  in  rural  industries,  annent  the 
new  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland.  There 
is  also  a  possibilit}'  that  the  statements,  sugges- 
tions, and  ridicule  that  have  appeared  in  the 
Press  have  something  to  do  with  my  feelings  on 
the  subject. 

The  new  Board  only  came  into  being  on  ist 
April,  191 2,  and  3'et  some  critics  expect  that 
alread}'  the  whole  aspect  of  agricultural  affairs 
should  have  been  altered,  l^eople  are  apt  to 
forget  that  the  passing  of  a  Bill  is  not  every- 
thing. Little  do  they  realise  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  that  is  entailed  in  building  up  a 
practical  scheme  of  work,  and  moreover,  in 
arranging  the  administrative  work. 

My  plea  as  an  outsider,  is  give  the  Board 
time  to  demonstrate  its  utility  before  critising 
the  work  \\hich  it  has  not  as  yet  begun.  It 
seems  hardl}^  sporting  when  the  Board  is  run 
down  even  before  it  has  had  an  opportunit}^  of 
showing  its  power  for  good,  or  its  incapacit)-  for 
helping  on  the  agricultural  art.  In  two  3'ears 
time  the  critics  will  be  justified  in  having  their 
say,  but  until  then  it  seems  slightl}'  under-hand 
to  deride  a  public  body  that  has  just  come  into 
existence. 

My  object  in  writing  this  apj)reciation  is  to 
tr}'  to  show  what  opportunities  are  presented  to 
the  Board  to  aid  the  universal  industry  of 
poultr5Mceeping ;  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the 
merits,  or  demerits  of  the  various  methods  that 
can,  and  no  doubt  will,  be  used  to  raise  the 
industr}^  to  the  position  which  it,  b}^  right  of  its 
financial  value,  should  hold.  Before  doing  so, 
however,  I  desire  to  say  a  little  generally  as  to  tlie 
state  of  affairs  before  the  creation  of  this  new 
department  of  Agriculture. 

Going  back  some  j^ears — exactly  how  man}'  I 
cannot  for  the  moment  recall — we  find  that  all 
agricultural  education  in  Scotland  was  under 
the  English  Board  of  Agriculture.  In  m}- 
opinion  a  great  mistake  was  made  when  this 
interest  was  handed  over  to  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department.  It  was  undoubtedh'  one  of 
those  errors,  the  true  significance  of  which  can 
only  be  realised  after  a  lapse  of  years.    This  to 


m}'  mind  was  in  great  part  the  origin  of  the  dis- 
content that  has  been  Ijrewing  in  agricultural 
circles  for  some  few  3'ears.  That  it  was  an  un- 
satisfactory arrangement  has  been  fully  demon- 
strated in  the  past,  and  this  one  fact  alone  justi- 
fied an  alteration  in  the  administrative  body. 

Refering  to  England  for  a  moment,  I  believe 
I  am  correct  in  saj-ing  that  until  quite  a  recent 
date,  agricultural  colleges  came  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  county 
agricultural  work  under  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. This  has  now  been  changed,  and  both 
branches  of  agricultural  education  are  to-day 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Owing  to  the  division  in  Scotland  the  English 
Board  has  never  had  fair  |)lay,  in  that  in  its 
section  of  the  work  it  was  handicapped  on 
account  of  conflicting  interests.  For  three  pub- 
lic bodies  to  be  responsible  for  different  parts  of 
the  work  was  a  hopeless  state  of  affairs,  and  no 
wonder  if  all  concerned  were  ever  in  a  muddle. 
The  first  recommendation  of  the  departmental 
committee  on  poultry  breeding  in  Scotland  was 
to  the  effect  that  complications  might  arise  to 
some  extent  in  the  development  of  the  poultry- 
industr}'  in  Scotland,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
three  authorities  would  be  responsible,  namel}^, 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  it  was  considered  that  it  would  be 
more  succes.sful  if  it  could  be  brought  under  the 
control  of  one  central  authority.  This  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  formation  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  Scotland. 

Another  suggestion  was  made  b}'  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson,  M.P.,  I  believe,  in  this  connection. 
The  solution  of  the  problem  in  this  case  was  to 
bring  all  agricultural  education  under  the  Eng- 
lish Board  of  Agriculture,  but  to  have  a  special 
branch  department,  located  in  Edinburgh,  to 
deal  with  Scottish  affairs.  This  sounds  sensible, 
and  as  far  as  one  can  judge  it  would  have  stood 
a  good  chance  of  being  successful.  The  proposal 
was  not  adopted,  however,  and  the  new  Board 
is  there  in  its  place. 

The  Board  only  interests  us,  at  the  present 
moment,  in  so  far  as  it  will  have  a  good  influ- 
ence on  the  production  of  poultr^'-products  in 
the  countr}'.  The  first  consideration  is  to  en- 
deavour to  guage  the  ideas  of  those  who  make 
up  this  Board.  Without  enumerating  all  of  the 
officials,  and  a  goodh'  number  there  are,  and 
must  be,  I  believe  it  can  be  stated  that  the  great 
majorit}',  if  not  all,  are  keenly  interested  in  the 
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welfare  of  this  the  most  important  of  all  the 
minor  branches  of  agriculture.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, perhaps,  to  mention  two  by  name.  Sir 
Robert  P.  Wright,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
has  for  some  years  past  exerted  a  considerable 
amount  of  influence  in  the  direction  of  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  industry.  As  a  member  of  the 
departmental  committee  mentioned  above,  he 
bore  a  large  share  of  the  work,  and  later  in 
his  capacity  as  Principal  of  the  West  of  Scotland 
Agricultural  College,  he  succeeded  in  putting 
into  practice  at  least  some  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  that  committee.  He  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  future  of  poultry-keeping,  and  this  being 
the  case,  we  may  expect  much  from  him. 
Another  member  of  the  committee  was  Mr. 
Alex.  M.  Prain,  and  he  is  now  the  Poultry 
Superintendent  of  the  Board.  He  is  sound  in 
practice  as  in  theory,  and  he  is  heart  and  soul 
in  his  work. 

The  opportunities  for  increased  production 
are  great.  It  is  stated  that  only  about  one-third 
of  the  total  poultry  produce  consumed  in  Scot- 
land is  home  produced,  and  when  it  is  further 
stated  that  the  egg  and  poultry  bill  paid  every 
year  is  upwards  of  ^3,000^000,  it  indicates  that 
there  is  room  for  improvement. 

There  are  two  chief  methods  by  which  the 
industry  ma}^  be  aided,  namely,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  egg  distributing  stations,  and  by  the 
work  of  county  instructors.  That  the  Board 
will  work  along  these  lines  seems  likely. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  some  fifty  of 
these  stations  already  in  being,  having  been 
established  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  from  all  one  hears  a  number  more  will  be 
formed  this  autumn.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  a  well-equipped  egg  station  is  a  valuable 
asset,  distributing  as  it  does  among  farmers  and 
crofters,  eggs  for  hatching  from  stock  superior 
to  that  found  in  the  district.  If  I  had  the  ear  of 
the  Board  there  are  a  few  points  I  would  em- 
phasise. I  would  tell  them  that  a  limited  num- 
ber of  stations,  under  the  management  of  com- 
petent poultry-keepers,  and  stocked  with  first- 
class  fowls  will  be  productive  of  better  results 
than  a  larger  number  of  inferior  stations.  I 
would  further  tell  the  Board  that  I  fully  believe 
there  is  a  great  difficulty  in  securing  the  services 
of  really  good  men  and  women,  as  managers. 
From  what  I  have  heard,  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  a  smaller  number  of  stations  properly  and 
adequately  subsidised  will  have  a  greater  in- 
fluence on  the  success  of  the  industr}^,  than  a 
larger  number,  the  holders  of  which  are  semi- 
starved  as  regards  subsid5^  The  spending  of 
public  money  is  only  justified  in  so  much  as  the 
return  in  value  of  increased  production  warrants 
the  initial  cost.  The  estimate  of  home  produced 
eggs   and   poultry   is  just   over  ^1,000,000. 


Double  this  in  value  in  five  to  ten  years  at  a 
public  cost  of  p{^6,ooo  per  annum  and  the  outlay 
is  justified.  That  this  can  be  accomplished  is  a 
belief  held  b}^  many,  including  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Board. 

The  educational  work  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  instructors  ;  men  or  women, 
according  to  locality,  who  are  practical  experts 
in  poultr^^-keeping,  and  travelling  constantly 
throLighout  a  given  area  will  have  a  marked  in- 
fluence on  the  poultry-husbandry  of  the  country. 
In  this  case  the  agricultural  colleges  must  be 
the  instruments  with  which  the  Board  will  work. 
We  have  heard  it  suggested,  that  very  shortly 
the  staffs  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  colleges 
will  be  increased,  and  that  a  number  of  well 
qualified  instructors  will  be  appointed  for  this 
special  work.  The  Aberdeen  College  has  for 
some  time  past  had  a  large  staff  for  poultry  in- 
struction, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  two 
southern  colleges  will  follow  suit. 

The  po.ssibilities  for  increased  production  are 
enormous.  It  is  now  up  to  the  Board  and  the 
colleges  to  increase  the  number  of  eggs  laid,  and 
to  facilitate  as  far  as  they  are  able  the  market- 
ing of  the  produce.  The  men  who  have  the 
direct  control  of  this  branch  of  agriculture  are 
capable  of  performing  the  work,  and  the  future 
will  demonstrate  their  suitability. 

As  a  firm  believer  in  the  new  Board  of  Agri- 
culture for  Scotland,  I  am  bound  to  confess  one 
thing,  namely,  that  in  all  likelihood  the  creation 
of  the  Board  will  tend  to  keep  agriculture  at  a 
standstill  for  that  period  which  is  necessary 
for  the  Board  to  get  into  full  working  order.  1 
hold  this  opinion,  but  at  the  same  time  I  realise 
that  laws  are  made  not  only  for  the  present,  but 
for  future  generations.  In  a  few  years  we  .shall 
be  reaping  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  that  brought 
the  Scottish  Board  of  Agriculture  into  being  on 
ist  April  1912. 


A  Cheap  Lice  Powder. 

The  following  are  directions  for  making  and  using 
La  wry 's  Lice  Powder,  as  published  in  Poultry  Hus- 
bandry. Spread  2^  pounds  plaster  of  paris  in  a 
shallow  pan  or  tray.  Pour  ^  pint  of  crude  carbolic 
acid  into  a  cup  and  into  this  pour  |  pint  of  gasoline. 
Pour  this  mixture  over  the  plaster  of  paris  and  mix 
thoroughly.  Rub  through  wire  window  screen  upon 
a  piece  of  paper.  Allow  it  to  stand  for  i-|  to  2  hours, 
until  thoroughly  dry.  Do  not  place  near  a  stove. 
Keep  powder  in  a  closed  jar.  Apply  by  means 
of  an  ordinary  sifter,  or  with  the  fingers.  Brush 
the  powder  in  among  the  feathers  about  the  vent, 
fluff  and  under  the  wmgs.  Repeat  in  about  two 
w^eeks  in  extreme  cases.'  Ordinarily  this  need  not 
be  repeated  for  six  months.  A  small  pinch  of  the 
powder  is  sufficient  for  a  fowl. 
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HOW    I    SHOULD    RUN    A  LAYING 
COMPETITION. 

By  a.  T.  Johnson. 

TLJAVING  had  repeated  requests  from  various 
sources  for  information  regarding  the  pos- 
sibilities of  making  egg-production  a  profitable 
industry,  and  feeling  that  the  present  method  of 
running  laying  competitions,  with  which  egg- 
production  is  now  so  closely  concerned,  is  not 
one  that  can  be  adopted  by  the  ordinary  utility 
poultry-keeper  with  any  hope  of  profit,  I  do  not 
think  any  explanation  need  be  expected  from  me 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  again  opening  this  subject. 
But  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  here 
setting  forth  some  of  my  views  I  do  not  desire  to 


owner)  does  not  derive  the  benefits  which  it  should 
obtain  from  the  heris.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
grant  that  the  laying  competitions  have  done  good 
in  general  way,  but  most  of  all  have  they  been  a 
blessing  to  the  specialist  in  laying  strains.  They 
began  by  creating  him  first  of  all,  and  concluded  by 
making  a  new  industry  and  a  new  market  and 
source  of  livelihood.  And,  although  I  do  not  myself 
believe  in  excessive  breeding  for  any  object,  I 
would  not  desire  to  see  these  competitions 
abandoned.  They  are  interesting  and  instructive 
in  many  ways,  but  they  only  affect  the  specialist 
in  laying  strains  to  any  appreciable  extent,  and 
are  as  much  a  part  of  his  kit  as  a  show  is  part  of 
a  fancier's  life  and  work.  Both  the  one  and  the 
other  must  win  prizes  so  as  to  "  sell  their  stuff " 
and  keep  general  interest  afloat. 


Range  of  Pens  at  one  of  the  Utility  Poultry  Club's  Competitions. 
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try  and  influence  the  prevailing  ideas  as  to  what 
laying  competitions  should  or  should  not  do, 
except  in  one  particular,  which,  briefly,  is  this. 
Granted  that  our  farmers,  as  a  class,  are  the 
people  to  whom  we  must  look  for  the  great  bulk 
of  our  egg  supply,  and  that  they  are  sorely  in 
need  of  encouragement  in  the  form  of  some  con- 
vincing object-lesson  as  regards  the  profitable- 
ness of  keeping  laying  hens,  then  I  say  that  the 
present  plan  of  conducting  laying  competitions  is, 
so  far  as  the  general  farming  class  is  concerned, 
a  wrong  one.  The  competitions  are  wrong,  from 
the  point  of  view  I  adopt,  because  they  cannot 
be  run  at  a  profit  ;  because  the  hens  (and  indirectly 
their  owners)  do  not  get  what  they  should  out  of 
the  land,  and  because  the  land  (and,  again,  its 


To  the  farmer,  however,  these  laying  competi- 
tions only  (and  rightly,  perhaps)  warn  him  of  the 
dangers  of  meddling  with  utility  layers  on  the 
lines  they  adopt.  They  show  him  how  not  to 
run  poultry  for  profit.  It  is  probable  that  the 
promoters  of  these  matches  never  intended  that 
the  latter  should  concern  the  farmer  at  all,  beyond 
indirectly  giving  him  the  off-chance  of  buying 
line-bred  layers.  If  so,  well  and  good.  But  I 
maintain  that  the  time  has  come  when  some 
effort  should  be  made,  either  by  the  U.P.C.  or 
other  enterprise,  so  to  run  a  laying  competition, 
or  tes,t  I  prefer  to  call  it,  that  farmers  in  general 
would  glean  directly  encouraging  and  useful 
lessons  therefrom.  It  should  be  carried  out  on 
the  colony  plan,  and  conducted  by  a  farmer  who 
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has  a  knowledge  of  poultry,  and  who  would  be 
able  to  prove  to  others  of  his  calling  the  possibility 
of  making  layers  pay.  Such  a  competition  would 
be  an  object-lesson  for  all  whom  it  might  concern, 
and  I  contend  that  it  would,  if  properly  managed, 
do  more  for  our  natural  egg-production  than  all 
the  other  occupations  have  ever  done.  I  am 
quite  awake  to  all  the  difficulties  of  such  a  scheme, 
and  feel  that  while  the  accuracy  recorded  by  the 
trap-nest,  plus  the  limited  range,  may  be  im- 
possible on  the  colony  plan,  the  aggregate  yield 
of,  say,  100  hens  spread  over  forty  or  fifty  acres 
for  twelve  months  would  prove  to  be  a  tolerably 
fair  one. 

In  running  a  trial-laying  competition  on  the 
colony  plan,  one  would  naturally  refrain  from 
being  too  ambitious.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
number  of  layers  entered  be  limited  to  100,  and 
that  each  competitor's  flock  consists  of  ten  birds 
and  a  cock.  An  entrance  fee  of  not  less  than 
los.  or  more  than  20s.  would  be  charged,  and 
any  breed,  variety,  or  cross-breed,  would  be  per- 
mitted. Supposing  the  competition  to  begin  on 
October  i,  all  birds  of  the  previous  spring's 
hatching  would  have  to  be  mated  with  an  eighteen- 
months-old  cock,  and  hens  in  their  second  year  to 
a  cockerel  of  nine  or  ten  months.  The  object 
in  having  the  cocks  is  two-fold.  In  the  first  place, 
a  sale  of  eggs  for  hatching  could  be  made  in  the 
spring,  and  the  presence  of  the  male  birds  would 
help  towards  keeping  each  flock  within  its  own 
area.  The  whole  of  the  business  connected  with 
the  sale  of  eggs  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
manager,  who  would  also  pay  for  all  food,  and 
make  what  he  could  out  of  the  competition.  I 
would  give  him  full  control  of  feeding,  &c.,  but 
he  would  be  expected  to  publish  an  epitome  of 
his  system  before  the  competition  began  and  to 
issue  monthly  reports.  Any  members  of  a  manage- 
ment committee  would  be  permitted  access  to 
the  farm  at  any  time.  Seeing  that  he  would  not 
have  his  own  choice  of  layers  and  yet  be  responsi- 
able  for  loss,  and  with  the  knowledge  that  a  first 
year  at  such  work  is  not  usually  so  successful  as 
succeeding  years,  he  would  be  allowed  one-half, 
or  two-thirds,  of  the  entry  fees,  but  no  other 
remuneration  whatever  beyond  what  he  could 
make  by  the  sale  of  eggs.  Prizes  and  expenses 
connected  with  the  loan  of  houses,  cost  of  printing, 
and  postages  (other  than  those  incurred  by 
advertising,  sittings,  and  marketing  the  eggs) 
would  be  borne  by  some  outside  fund  vested  in  the 
hands  of  a  committee. 

The  houses  adopted  for  use  in  this  competition 
should  be  moveable  ones,  something  like  the 
pattern  used  in  the  Street  Laying  Competition. 
The  farm  selected  for  such  a  test  as  this  would 
have  to  be  carefully  chosen,  so  that  at  all  times 
the  hens  in  the  various  flocks  would  be  subjected 
to  somewhat  similar  climatic  conditions.  It 
should  have  no  strongly  marked  natural  features 
such  as  extensive  woods  or  sheltering  hills.    If  the 


flocks  were  distributed  as  widely  as  circumstances 
permit — the  houses  being  frequently  moved  from 
place  to  place,  so  that,  during  the  year,  each  flock 
would  occupy  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  different 
situations— I  think  a  fair  average  quality  would  be 
the  result.  If  it  were  possible  to  do  so,  I  would 
choose  a  farm  mostly  given  over  to  grazing  for 
this  test,  for  it  would  upset  the  equality  between 
the  flocks  if,  for  example,  some  of  them  had  the 
run  of  a  field  which  was  being  ploughed,  or  if 
some  had  a  better  bit  of  the  stubble  than  others. 
The  site  chosen  for  the  competition  would,  if 
possible,  be  on  one  of  those  farms  where- the  land 
is  largely  broken  up  by  hedges,  making  the  fields 
small — the  latter,  perhaps,  not  averaging  more 
than  six  acres  apiece.  It  would  thus  be  much 
easier  to  keep  the  flocks  separate,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  they  would  be  closer  together  than 
they  ever  could  be  in  wider  undivided  areas.  I 
would  insist  that  the  general  work  of  the  farm — 
viz.,  grazing  by  cattle  and  growing  hay —  be  not 
interfered  with  by  the  presence  of  the  fowls.  The 
latter  would  be  in  addition  to  the  other  stock. 
No  special  "  poultryman "  would  be  permitted; 
the  manager  would  have  to  do  most  of  the  work 
himself,  and  train  a  farm  hand,  gardener,  or  other 
person  on  the  spot  to  assist  him.  My  reason  for 
suggesting  such  a  stipulation  must  be  obvious. 
The  competition  would  have  to  be  run  as  closely 
as  possible  as  a  practical  farmer  would  run  his 
field  layers,  and  as  he  would  not  be  likely  to  keep 
a  proper  poultryman,  unless  the  latter's  whole 
time  could  be  employed  at  the  job,  then  the 
manager  of  this  test  would  assume  the  same 
position  by  getting  a  reliable  man  as  a  helper 
whose  time  was,  for  the  most  part,  occupied  by 
other  farm  work. 

Although  it  is  generally  estimated  that  ten 
fowls  to  the  acre  is  a  suitable  number  to  run  in 
field  houses,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  attempt  that 
number  in  this  instance,  for  the  flocks  would  be 
too  close  together.  But  the  test  could  be  worked 
by  allowing  four  or  five  acres  to  each  house,  and, 
under  some  circumstances,  very  much  less.  In 
fact,  the  flocks  should  be  kept  as  near  together 
as  is  consistent  with  safety,  so  long  as  not  less 
than  an  acre  was  allowed  to  each.  In  arranging 
the  houses,  a  rough  map  showing  the  route  they 
would  traverse  during  the  year  should  be  sketched. 
Each  house  could  then  be  placed  in  the  most 
convenient  spot  for  moving.  So  as  to  have  a 
doubled  precaution  against  the  evil  results  of 
adjacent  flocks  intermixing,  I  would  arrange  the 
latter  as  far  as  possible  so  that  no  two  lots  of 
Asiatics  or  Mediterraneans  would  be  next  each 
other. 

A  sharp  lad  might  be  employed  during  the 
first  five  months  of  the  year  to  look  out  for  the 
stray  nests  and  see  that  no  intermixing  took 
place.  Hens  which  lay  away  usually  do  so  in  the 
early  morning,  and  they  nearly  always  betray 
themselves  and  their  nests.    Therefore,  I  do  not 
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think  that  there  need  be  much  fear  of  loss  in  this 
respect,  and  the  boy,  if  an  "extra"  hand,  might 
always  be  employed  with  other  work  as  well  for 
a  great  part  of  his  time,  so  that  the  whole  cost 
of  his  labour  would  not  fall  upon  the  poultry 
account. 

I  would  not  attempt  any  recording  of  individual 
scores  in  such  a  laying  trial  as  this  one.  Neither 
would  the  weighing  and  the  allotting  of  "points" 
to  this  egg  or  that  be  recommended.  An  egg 
should  be  considered  an  egg  throughout  the  year, 
but  any  flocks  habitually  laying  eggs  that  could 
not  be  marketed  with  the  others  should  be  noted. 
The  manager  could  grade  the  produce  or  not, 
disposing  of  it  to  his  best  advantage  so  long  as 
an  accurate  record  was  kept  of  each  pen's  yield 
and  of  the  value  of  the  same.  He  would  also, 
as  I  have  said  before,  have  full  control  of  the  sale 
of  sittings  and  advertise  them  as  he  thought  best. 

The  suggestions  which  I  have  laid  down  for 
the  management  of  a  held  test  for  layers  are,  of 
course,  suggestions  only  ;  but  I  think  that,  how- 
ever much  readers  may  differ  with  me  as  to  detail, 
most  will  admit  the  scheme,  as  a  whole,  to  be  a 
workable  one. 


ROTATION   OF  PRODUCTION. 

(SEPTEMBER). 

By  J.  W.  Hurst. 

Fowls. 

The  suitability  of  the  methods  adopted  in  pullet 
rearing  will  soon  be  proved — or  the  reverse — inas- 
much as  we  are  rapidly  approaching  the  period 
when  the  commencement  of  production  is  generally 
desirable.  The  retardation  of  the  more  precocious 
birds  has  been  recommended  previously,  and  if 
growth  and  development  have  progressed  under 
favorable  conditions,  normal  production  should 
begin  when  maturity  has  been  attained.  It 
frequently  happens,  however,  that  pullets  mature 
without  at  once  beginning  to  lay  in  the  natural 
sequence  of  events,  in  which  case  they  will  probably 
respond  to  a  suitable  change  of  diet.  Given 
properly  matured  birds  it  therefore  follows  that 
towards  the  end  of  this  month  a  more  direct  feeding 
for  eggs  is  usually  advisable,  and  the  required 
result  should  follow  in  due  course,  provided  the 
previous  feeding  has  not  been  productive  of  a  fat 
condition.  For  this  purpose  it  is  satisfactory  to  begin 
the  day's  feeding  with  mash,  and  to  close  it  with  a 
feed  of  corn.  For  the  former,  a  useful  mixture 
consists  of  one  part  each  of  Sussex  ground  oats  and 
scalded  bran,  and  two  parts  of  middlings,  with  the 
addition  of  meat  in  varied  proportion  according  to 
the  individual  circumstances.  For  grain  feeding, 
oats  should  be  fed  more  constantly  and  con- 
tinuously than  any  other  grain.    The  morning  and 


evening  meals  are  the  chief  ones,  and  if  any  food 
is  given  at  midday  it  should  be  used  as  an  incentive 
to  exercise  by  being  scattered  in  litter.  Where  the 
pullets  are  kept  in  conlinement  the  scratching  shed 
should  now  be  brought  into  more  methodical  use. 
If  the  signs  of  an  early  commencement  of  laying 
are  unduly  retarded  it  is  probable  that  there  has 
been  some  check  to  growth  during  the  rearing 
period.  When  hatching  and  rearing  is  continued 
for  the  production  of  a  succession  of  table  chickens, 
particular  attention  to  the  breeding  stock  is 
essential  at  this  period,  failure  and  disappointment 


A  Champion  Brahma  Hen.  [Copyright. 


resulting  from  the  use  of  eggs  from  out-of-condition 
hens ;  a  re-arrangement  of  the  pens,  and  fresh 
matings,  being  generally  desirable  at  or  about  this 
time. 

Ducks. 

Ducks'  eggs  for  incubation  are  among  the  require- 
ments in  the  not  very  distant  future,  and  their 
production  at  a  desirable  time  and  in  a  fertile 
condition  depends  mainly  upon  the  continued 
maintenance  of  the  stock  birds  in  a  proper  condition. 
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over-fatness  being  a  principal  hindrance,  so  that 
attention  to  feeding  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance.  Moulting  has  been  very  generally  in 
progress  for  some  time,  but  where  there  is  any 
delay  in  this  respect,  steps  should  be  taken  to  help 
the  birds  through  by  confining  them  in  a  warm 
shed  and  feeding  in  accordance  with  their  especial 
needs  at  such  a  period.  A  low  diet  to  induce 
moulting,  and  generous  rations  of  nourishing  food 
to  assist  the  new  growth.  A  useful  autumn  diet 
consists  of  equal  parts  of  scalded  bran,  maize-meal, 
and  cooked  vegetables,  with  a  little  meat  added, 
this  for  morning  and  evening,  and  at  mid-day  (if 
necessary)  a  sprinkle  of  niixed  corn — wheat,  oats, 
and  a  little  maize  if  weather  is  bad. 

Geese. 

Pasturage  has  presented  some  difficulties  because 
although  there  has  been  plenty  of  keep  after  the 
rains,  many  waste  and  high  grounds — to  which 
geese  are  so  frequently  relegated — have  been  rather 
bare.  It  is  of  course  true,  as  observant  goose 
breeders  will  know,  that  geese  will  continue  to 
feed  upon  the  roots  of  herbage  after  they  have 
consumed  the  green  tops,  but  to  allow  this  is 
undesirable,  and  the  birds  should  be  removed  when 
the  grass  is  becoming  exhausted.  When  geese  are 
run  on  good  pasture  the  only  roots  they  will  attack 
are  those  of  noxious  plants,  but  when  they  take  the 
roots  of  grass  it  is  because  the  pasture  is  poor  and 
scanty  or  the  ground  is  over-stocked.  A  failure  to 
appreciate  these  facts  has  led  many  farmers  to 
regard  geese  as  necessarily  harmful.  If  the  grass  is 
coarse  or  scanty,  feed  plenty  of  succulent  green  stuff, 
in  addition  to  grain.  Birds  for  killing  at  the  end 
of  the  month  may  be  finished  on  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  barley  meal,  middlings,  scalded 
bran,  and  mashed  potatoes.  If  yellowness  is  not 
objected  to,  maize  meal  may  be  included. 

Turkeys. 

Although  there  are  many  good  flocks  of  well- 
grown  young  turkeys  to  be  seen,  the  recent  weather 
changes  have  not  been  so  favorable  to  that  con- 
tinued growth  and  development  as  could  be  desired, 
and  in  some  cases  a  restriction  of  range^ — particu- 
larly at  morning  and  evening — ^has  been  found 
advisable.  It  is  quite  true  that  with  the  "  shooting 
of  the  red  "  the  worst  risks  of  turkey  rearing  are 
over,  and  that  the  healthy  progeny  of  healthy  stock 
are  reckoned  among  hardy  fowls,  but  with  the 
spells  of  very  unseasonable  weather  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected  this  recent  part  of  the  rearing 
period,  unusual  precautions  have  been  necessary. 
It  does  not  do  to  presume  too  far  upon  the 
characteristic  measure  of  hardiness  in  any  stock, 
and  certainly  not  in  the  case  of  turkeys  reared 
under  the  ordinary  conditions  of  domestication. 
Where  the  range  is  good,  the  foraging  conditions 
still  suitable,  and  the  weather  reasonably  good, 
the  well-grown  birds  will  scarcely  require  more  in 
the  way  of  feeding  than  a  corn  diet,  with  rations 
regulated  to  current  needs. 


THE   ADVENT   OF   THE  FIRELESS 
BROODER. 

By  Joseph  Pettipher. 

TF  the  number  of  people  who  have  relinquished 
artificial  rearing  in  consequence  of  lamp  troubles 
could  be  chronicled,  the  total  would  be  simply 
astounding.  We  all  know  troubles  enough  with 
lamps  indoors,  but  with  the  incubator  there  is  that 
advantage  ;  whereas  the  brooder  must  perforce  be 
chiefly  an  out-door  machine,  and  whilst  duly  recog- 
nising the  vast  improvements  that  have  been  made 
in  the  construction  of  foster  mothers  with  a  view  to 
minimise  the  dangers  attendant  on  the  use  of  the 
lamp,  and  admitting  it  to  be  possible  that  in  the 
skilful  hands  of  the  manufacturer  or  inventor  the 
danger  of  trouble  is  reduced  to  an  infinite  minimum, 
we  must  recollect  that  the  practical  working  of 
these  machines  is  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  in 
many  cases  more  or  less  novices.  Even  where  the 
manipulators  are  practical  workers  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  have  many  other  duties 
during  the  day  and  can  only  give  periodical 
attention.  Neither  do  they  care  to  be  awakened  in 
the  night  by  a  sudden  gale  and  either  have  to  get 
up  to  see  wliat  has  happened  to  the  lamps  or  else 
lie  m  sleepless  fear  that  they  may  have  blown  out 
and  the  chicks  be  found  starved  in  the  morning. 

On  large  plants  where  an  up-to-date  brooder 
house  is  a  possibility,  there  may  be  very  much  less 
danger  of  lamps  blowing  out,  but  in  this  country 
the  foster  mother  may  be  looked  upon  chiefly  as  an 
out-of-door  machine  for  the  comparatively  small 
poultry  keeper,  and  the  poultry  fancier  who  requires 
an  out-door  machine,  for,  apart  from  wind  troubles 
there  is  always  a  danger  of  lamps  smoking  and 
taking  fire.  When  this  happens  out-doors  the 
danger  and  loss,  bad  enough  tho'  it  is,  is  limited  to 
the  machine  and  its  occupants,  but  when  sheltered 
under  some  such  suitable  building  as  the  amateur 
finds  available,  the  risks  are  far  greater.  Cases 
have  been  known  where  even  horses  in.  adjacent 
stables  have  been  burned  to  death  through  the 
firing  of  a  foster-lamp  during  the  night,  and  much 
other  valuable  property  destroyed.  The  most  sur- 
prising thing  is  that  we  went  on  for  so  many  years 
before  anyone  finally  discovered  a  satisfactory  way 
of  dispensing  with  the  much  disliked  lamp,  which, 
even  when  it  worked  satisfactorily,  was  at  the 
best  the  most  troublesome  and  unpleasant  part  of 
the  business.  When,  however,  it  did  at  last  occur 
to  the  minds  of  men  that  it  was  possible  to  so 
conserve  the  heat  of  the  body  as  to  provide  the 
necessary  warmth  without  artificial  aid  by  fire  of 
any  kind,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  a  pure  atmos- 
phere in  which  chickens  would  thrive  satisfactorily, 
progress  was  rapid,  and  though  we  shall  doubtless 
yet  see  many  improvements  in  fireless  brooders 
as  time  goes  on,  it  may  be  said  that  the  problem 
has  been  already  solved  and  we  have  to-day 
knowledge  and  means  whereby  chickens  can  be 
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raised  bv  this  fireless  method.  It  has  been  proved 
by  practical  poultry  raisers  who  have  adopted  the 
fireless  s\stem  ^md  wlio  have  no  personal  interest 
whatever  in  the  manufacture  of  such  machines,  that 
in  a  properly  constructed  fireless  brooder  the  chick- 
ens do  grow  as  well  and  thrive  as  well,  and  can  be 
raised  with  a  smaller  percentage  of  deaths  than  in 
the  lamp  heated  machines.  I  say  "properly  con- 
structed "  advisedly,  for  though  at  first  sight,  when 
one  first  looks  upon  a  fireless  brooder,  one  is  inclined 
to  say  what  a  simple  arrangement  it  is  (I  did  so 
mvself  and  have  known  others  do  the  same, 
including  one  well-known  maker  of  appliances)  yet 
the  more  the  question  is  studied,  the  more  obvious 
it  becomes  that  the  more  carefully  constructed  the 
machine,  and  the  more  the  necessary  details  are 
worked  out,  the  more  satisfactory  will  be  the  results 
and  the  more  simple  the  w^orking  of  the  system. 
There  are  doubtless  many  amateurs  who  have  satis- 
factorily made  their  own  tireless  brooders.  There 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  so — all  the 
brains  never  were  yet  located  in  one  pericraneum — ■ 
but  the  average  poultry  keeper  requires  the  brooder 
ready  for  use,  well  made  and  properly  constructed 
for  the  purpose,  and  at  a  reasonable  price.  Such 
appliances  are  now  to  hand,  made  by  more  than 
one  maker,  and  constructed  on  somewhat  different 
lines.     Of  these,  I  believe  more  than  one  has 
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pecuniary  interest  whatever  in  an}thing  of  the 
kind,  but  liaving,  as  it  so  happens,  had  the  oppor- 
tunit}-  of  studying  these  things  I  write  simply  in 
the  interest  of  those  who  are  seeking  knowledge, 
and  who,  if  they  start  right,  will  be  all  right,  but 
who  may  equalh-  throw  up  the  thing  in  disgust  if 
they  start  wrong.  Hence,  without  in  an\-  way  tra- 
ducing other  makes  I  propose  to  tell  what  I  knov^ 
of  the  "Spiers"  fireless  brooder,  of  which  illustra- 
tions will  be  found  accompanying  this  article. 

Originally  invented  by  the  man  whose  name  it 
bears  (Mr.  C.  T.  Spiers,  now  resident  at  Crocketford 
by  Dumfries),  a  man  who  has  devoted  practically 
his  whole  life  to  the  study  of  poultry  culture  in  its 
various  phases  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic,  it  is  the 
outcome  of  much  study  owing  to  the  determination 
if  possible  to  dispense  with  the  lamp. 

Mr.  Spiers  spent  several  seasons  experimenting 
with  his  invention.  For  an  amateur  he  was  a  good 
carpenter,  and  could  make  and  alter  at  his  own 
sweet  will,  till  he  got  what  he  wanted,  and  had 
remedied  many  defects  which  he  discovered  in  the 
course  of  practical  working,  till  eventually  he  evol- 
ved what  he  found  met  the  various  requirements 
and  answered  the  purpose,  and  in  this  he  was  in 
the  later  part  of  the  time  much  assisted  by  some 
other  practical  poultry  keepers  to  whom  he  sent 
machines  for  experiment. 


The  ''Up-to-date"  "'Spiers"  Fireless  Brooder. 


proved  to  be  satisfactory,  but  on  the  other  hand 
there  are  some  that  might  well  be  termed 
''engines  of  destruction  and  despair,"  and  it  is 
for  this  reason — at  a  time  when  fireless  brooders 
are  comparatively  in  their  infancy,  and  so  many 
people  are  just  contemplating  going  in  for  one — 
that  I  trespass  on  the  thorny  path  of  describing 
what  I  know'  of  the  history  and  working  of  one 
particular  make.  Let  it  be  distinqtly  understood 
that  I  have  no  personal  axe  to  grind,  and  no 


It  may  be  interesting  to  glance  for  a  moment  at 
w'hat  a  thoroughly  practical  poultry  keeper  says 
who  has  practised  fireless  brooding  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  Mr.  J.  M.  Blackwood,  who  raises 
large  numbers  of  chickens  on  his  farm  at  Cranhills 
Street,  Somerset,  and  who  has  in  his  varied  ex- 
perience worked  and  managed  as  many  as  forty 
heated  brooders  at  one  time,  and  who,  realising 
the  advantages  of  the  fireless  system,  has  been 
trying  several  different  types,  says  he  is  convinced 
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fireless  brooding  has  come  to  stay.  "  I  have  at 
the  present  time  two  lots  of  50  each  in  these 
brooders,  now  14  days  old,  and  have  only  lost 
one  chick.  Dampness  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
complaints  with  my  working  poultry  men  and  this 
does  not  occur  at  all  in  the  "  Spiers  "  now  that  it 
has  been  re -arranged  in  order  to  obviate  this 
trouble."  Another  important  item  which  Mr. 
Blackwood  has  noted  is  that  so  far  he  has  not  lost 


looks  upon  them  as  of  the  greatest  possible  assist- 
ance and  advantage.  One  of  the  greatest  advant- 
ages is,  he  says,  that  the  chicks  reared  in  a  fireless 
brooder  are  always  active  and  on  the  run,  and  there 
is  not  the  temptation  to  crowd  into  the  heated 
chambers. 

It  is  quite  possible  to  convert  a  well-made 
lamp  brooder  into  a  fireless,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  "Spiers"  hovers  are  sold  separately,  but  it 


Mr.  J.  M.  Blackwood's  Fireless  Brooder  in  operation  at  Cranhill  Farm,  Street,  Somerset. 


a  chicken  with  unabsorbed  yolk  inside  it,  a  trouble 
he  has  frequently  experienced  in  heated  brooders. 
He  thinks  probably  this  is  due  to  the  greater 
activity  of  the  fireless  reared  chickens.  Anyhow,  it 
is  a  strong  point,  for  as  he  pertinently  remarks, 
"  many  people  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  make 
post-mortems  of  chickens  that  die  at  a  very  early 
age,  and  consequently  they  are  unaware  of  the  large 
percentage  that  are  lost  from  unabsorption  of  the 
egg  yolk." 

In  an  accompanying  illustration  readers  will  see 
one  of  Mr.  Blackwood's  fireless  brooders  in  opera- 
tion, and  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  covered 
run  in  close  proximity.  This  is  a  point  Mr.  Black- 
wood strongly  advocates.  All  his  brooders  are 
similarly  placed  for  the  first  few  days  of  their  occu- 
pants' lives — each  brooder  in  a  separate  grass  run, 
where  they  are  under  control,  and  at  the  same  time 
are  provided  with  a  shelter  to  winch  they  can 
resort  when  they  choose,  and  when  the  weather  is 
rough.  This  enables  them  always  to  leave  the 
brooder  at  will  and  still  find  shelter  in  the  loft.  by 
3ft.  covered  run,  where  dry  earth  is  available.  This 
he  considers  one  of  the  most  essential  points  to  suc- 
cess. He  has  now  worked  these  machines  right 
through  the  year  with  success,  and  in  wet  and  cold 
winter  weather  he  has  never  had  any  trouble  when 
assisted  by  the  shelters  as  above  described.  Though 
he  considers  it  possible  to  work  without  them,  he 


must  not  be  assumed  that  the  fixing  of  this  patent 
hover  is  all  that  is  necessary  ;  there  will  need  to 
be  some  considerable  alterations  in  the  walls  of 
the  sleeping  compartment  and  a  re-arrangement 
of  the  ventilation  and  though  this  has  been  in 
some  cases  successfully  done,  I  scarcely  think  it 
advisable  in  a  general  way,  for  by  the  time  it  is 
completed  the  difference  in  cost  cannot  be  a  large 
item. 

Just  a  word  about  the  patent  hovers,  which,  as 
Mr.  Blackwood  rightly  points  out,  is  the  chief 
advantage  in  these  machines  and  about  which  he 
makes  an  amusing  and  at  the  same  time  apt 
comparison.  "  A  chicken  "  he  says,  "  under  one  of 
these  hovers  is  like  a  person  comfortably  ensconced 
under  the  bed  clothes  and  consequently  the  body 
heat  is  properly  and  correctly  generated  in  a  much 
better  way  and  degree  than  in  any  other  I  have 
seen,"  and  this  is  of  course  an  all-important  matter. 
The  secret  of  successfully  raising  chichens  without 
artificial  heat  undoubtedly  lies  in  so  conserving  the 
bodily  warmth  as  to  make  it  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  inmates,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  ventilating  the  rearer  that  all  foul  air  is 
regularly  and  rapidly  cleared  away,  and  any 
dampness  either  from  breaths  or  other  causes  is 
strictly  avoided.  These  various  troubles  and 
problems  have  been  already  practically  overcome 
and  fireless  brooding  is  rapidly  becoming  more 
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simple  as  well  as  more  effectual  and  more  popular 
every  day. 

1  have  not  previously  mentioned  the  economy  in 
working  because  if  it  were  an  advantage  no 
sensible  rearer  would  grudge  the  cost  of  the  lamp 
oil  but  when  it  is  proved  that  it  can  be  done 
without  with  actual  advantage,  it  certainly  does 
become  an  item  where  a  number  of  brooders  are 
as  well  as  doing  away  with  the  most  unpleasant 
used,  part  of  the  necessary  work  of  artificial 
rearing. 


POULTRY  COOKERY. 

Dishes  for  the  Grouse  Season. 

I^OAST  Grouse  :  Take  a  brace  of  well  hung  birds 
and  pluck  them  carefully,  as  the  flesh  is  very  tender 
and  easily  torn,  then  wipe  them  well,  inside  and 
outside,  with  a  clean  soft  cloth,  but  do  not  on  any 
account  wash  them  as  so  many  people  are  inclined 
to  do,  as  this,  to  a  considerable  extent,  destroys  the 
much-appreciated  flavour  of  the  birds.  Cut  off 
the  heads  and  truss  the  grouse  like  fowls,  then  rub 
them  over  with  a  little  melted  beef  dripping,  and 
roast  them  before  a  clear  hot  fire,  basting  them 
liberally  and  very  frequently  for  about  half-an-hour. 
When  done  enough,  serve  the  birds  on  pieces  .of  hot 
buttered  toast  which  have  been  arranged  in  readi- 
ness on  a  hot  dish,  and  garnish  them  freely  with 
carefully  washed  and  pleasantly  seasoned  water- 
cress. Send  to  table  at  once  accompanied  by  good 
brown  gravy,  and  bread  sauce,  in  small  hot  tureens, 
and  crisply  fried  bread  crumbs  neatly  piled  upon  a 
small  dish  covered  with  a  dish  paper. 

Note  :  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  frying  the 
bread  crumbs  or  they  will  prove  anything  but 
appetising,  being  soft  and  greasy  instead  of  deli- 
cately crisp  and  quite  dry. 

Grouse  Pie  :  If  the  birds  are  large,  cut  them  up 
into  joints,  but  if  small,  just  divide  them  in  halves, 
then  season  them  pleasantly,  but  very  lightly,  so  as 
not  to  spoil  the  natural  flavour  of  the  birds.  Place 
some  rump  steak  which  has  also  been  seasoned  and 
cut  up  into  small  neat  pieces,  at  the  bottom  of  a 
pie  dish,  and  cover  these  with  chopped  mushrooms 
and  slices  of  hard  boiled  eggs  ;  then  put  in  a  layer 
of  the  grouse  to  be  followed  by  more  mushrooms 
and  slices  of  egg,  and  so  on  until  the  dish  is 
sufficiently  filled ;  moisten  the  whole  with  good 
well  flavoured  stock,  cover  with  suitable  pastry, 
ornament  the  top  tastefully  with  leaves,  stars, 
crescents,  etc.,  stamped  out  from  the  odd  bits  of 
pastry,  brush  the  surface  over  with  beaten  egg, 
make  a  small  hole  in  the  centre,  and  bake  in  a 
moderate  oven  for  about  an  hour.  When  done 
enough,  place  the  pie  on  a  hot  dish  covered  with  a 
neatly  folded'napkin,  and  send  to  table  accompanied 
by  some  rich  creamy  gravy  pleasantly  flavoured 


with  fresh  lemon  juice.  If  the  pie  is  preferred  cold, 
have  ready  some?  go(jd  stock  sufficiently  strong  to 
form  a  jelly  when  cold,  and  as  soon  as  the  pie  is 
taken  from  the  oven,  pour  a  little  of  this  into  it 
through  the  hole  in  the  lid,  using  a  tiny  funnel  for 
the  purpose. 

Salmi  of  Grouse  :  Prepare  and  roast  the  birds 
in  the  usual  manner,  but,  in  this  case,  only  al^out 
three  parts  cook  them.  When  quite  cold  cut  them 
up  into  small  neat  joints  and  cover  these  over  until 
required.  Put  all  the  odd  bones  and  trimmings 
into  a  saucepan  with  a  bunch  of  savoury  herbs,  a 
small  piece  of  lemon  rind,  and  three-quarters  of  a 
pint  of  brown  stock,  and  boil  very  gently  until  all 
the  good  has  been  extracted,  then  strain  off  into 
another  saucepan  ;  add  sufficient  brown  roux  to 
secure  a  nice  creamy  consistency,  then  bring  to  the 
boil,  skim  carefully,  and  add  the  prepared  grouse, 
also  a  tablespoonful  of  lemon  juice  and  a  glass  of 
sherry.  Make  the  whole  quite  hot,  being  most 
careful  to  avoid  boiling  point,  then  pile  the  grouse 
up  neatly  on  a  hot  dish  and  strain  the  gravy  over, 
garnish  round  about  with  sippets  of  nice  crisp 
toast,  or  daintily  fried  croutons,  and  serve  at 
once. 

Grouse  Cutlets  :  Split  the  birds  in  halves,  take 
off  the  wing  bones  and  tuck  the  legs  firmly  inside, 
then  season  pleasantly  and  fry  rather  quickly  until 
well  browned  all  over.  Drain  away  every  drop  of 
fat  and  cover  the  grouse  with  brown  sauce,  rich 
both  in  colour  and  flavour,  add  some  red  currant 
jelly,  some  partially  stewed  mushrooms  cut  in 
pieces,  and  more  seasonings  if  required  and  simmer 
very  gently  for  ten  minutes,  then  dish  up  in  neat 
order  on  a  bed  of  mashed  and  seasoned  potatoes, 
and  pour  the  sauce  over.  Garnish  with  even-sized 
skillfully  cooked  Brussels  sprouts,  or  small  balls  of 
creamed  cabbage,  and  serve  very  hot. 

Quenelles  of  Grouse  :  Cut  off  all  the  meat 
that  remains  on  the  birds,  and,  after  removing  all 
the  skin,  gristle,  etc.,  pound  it  in  a  mortar  and  rub 
it  through  a  sieve.  Supposing  there  are  six  ounces, 
add  three  ounces  of  fine  bread  crumbs  which  have 
been  soaked  in  milk  and  well  squeezed,  an  ounce 
of  fresh  butter,  a  pleasant,  but  light  seasoning  of 
salt,  pepper,  and  grated  nutmeg,  the  strained  juice 
of  a  small  fresh  lemon  and  the  beaten  yolks  of  two 
perfectly  fresh  eggs.  Mix  all  well  together  and 
just  at  the  last  add  the  whites  of  the  eggs  whisked 
to  a  stiff  froth.  When  this  has  been  lightly  stirred 
in,  divide  the  preparation  into  small  pieces  as  equal 
in  size  as  possible,  and  form  these  into  the  shape  of 
eggs.  When  ready,  drop  the  quenelles  very  gently 
into  boiling  fat  and  poach  until  firmly  set  and  just 
lightly  browned,  then  drain  thoroughly,  pile  up 
tastefully  on  a  hot  dish  paper,  garnish  freely  with 
sprigs  of  crisp  parsley  and  send  to  table  as  quickly 
as  possible,  accompanied  by  some  pleasantly 
flavoured  gravy  or  appropriate  sauce  in  a  hot 
tureen. 
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LIVER    DISEASE   IN  POULTRY. 

f^F  all  diseases  of  poultry  there  is  none,  perhaps, 
^  which  is  more  discussed,  whenever  the  subject 
of  disease  comes  up,  than  liver  disease.  There  is 
none,  on  the  other  hand,  that  is  more  misrepresented, 
nor  any  more  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  error  as  it 
is  usually  presented  to  the  poultry-keeper  of  average 
intelligence.  It  is  not  his  fault  that  it  is  so.  The 
fact  is  that  there  are  two  or  three  diseases  of  fowls 
in  which  the  liver  undergoes  striking  changes  in 
form,  substance,  and  damaged  function  either  by 
itself  or  in  conjunction  with  similar  degenerations 
in  other  important  organs. 

Until  comparatively  recent  years,  indeed,  one 
might  almost  say  until  the  commencement  of  this 
century,  veterinary  science  has  given  little  heed  to 
the  investigation  of  poultry  pathology,  and  it  is 
only  quite  recently  that  the  discoveries  made  in  the 
field  of  human  bacterial  diseases  have  given  an 
impetus  to  the  more  minute  study  of  poultry 
maladies.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
veterinary  practitioners  find  other  branches  of  their 
work  more  remunerative.  Fowls  as  patients  rank 
infinitely  lower  than  the  larger  farm  animals,  while 
as  compared  with  the  returns  in  connection  with 
attendance  on  pet  dogs  and  cats  they  are  of  no 
account.  Hence  of  necessity  they  depart  to  their 
Nirvana  unaided  by  veterinary  art.  Having 
occasion  recently  to  make  a  railway  journey,  I 
entered  a  compartment,  the  sole  occupant  of  which 
was  a  lady,  who  informed  me  that  she  was  proceed- 
ing to  town  in  order  to  attend  the  Animal  Congress. 
Anticipating,  from  certain  remarks,  the  possibility 
of  being  drawn  into  a  discussion  on  vivisection,  I 
managed  to  turn  the  conversation  on  to  the  question 
of  the  causation  of  the  brilliant  colouration  of  the 
boiled  lobster.  From  that  we  passed  on  to  the 
flaying  of  seals,  the  plucking  of  osprey  plumes,  and 
finally  to  cats,  of  which  she  kept  a  large  number. 
One  of  these,  I  was  told,  had  recently  passed  away 
under  circumstances  that  involved  a  consultation 
fee  of  ten  guineas  to  a  veterinary  specialist  and  an 
account  of  los.  to  the  ordinary  attendant.  The 
cat  was  only  what  might  be  termed  a  common  or 
garden  cat,  and  possessed  neither  exhibition  nor 
pedigree  value. 

This  anecdote  supplies,  at  any  rate,  one  reason 
why  fanciers  have  been  left  to  label  the  diseases  of 
poultry,  and  in  many  instances  have  labelled  them 
inappropriately.  Liver  disease  is  a  case  in  point, 
concerning  the  nature  and  definition  of  which 
poultry-keepers  would  probably  range  themselves 
in  two  different  camps.  One  section  would  say 
that  liver  disease  was  a  defined  contagion,  very 
liable  to  spread,  dependent  on  pedigree,  and 
showing,  on  post-mortem  examination,  nodules  of 
disease  not  only  in  the  liver,  but  also  in  the  spleen, 
intestines,  and  other  organs,  and  sometimes  in  those 
regions  without  affecting  the  liver  at  all ;  in  short, 
they  would  apply  the  name  to  what  we  now  know 
to  be  a  bacterial  disease,  having  no  special  or 
exclusive  association  with  the  liver,  and  to  which 
the  title  of  tuberculosis  should  alone  be  applied. 


The  other  faction  would  hold,  and  I  think  more 
rightly,  that  the  only  diseased  state  worthy  to  be 
classed  as  liver  disease  should  of  necessity  arise  in, 
and  be  limited  to,  the  liver.  Hypertrophy,  the  true 
liver  disease,  in  which  enlargement  is  accompanied 
or  followed  by  fatty  degeneration,  alone  fulfils 
these  conditions.  Klein's  enteritis,  certain  poisons 
such  as  phosphorus,  the  toxic  effects  of  some  micro- 
organisms, and  chronic  heart  and  kidney  affections 
may  also  cause  inflammatory  changes  in  the  liver 
substance,  but,  like  tuberculosis,  they  have  no 
claim  alone  on  that  account  to  be  classed  as  liver 
disease.  At  present,  however,  the  confusion  seems 
to  be  between  tuberculosis  and  hypertrophy,  and, 
to  make  matters  worse,  a  leaflet  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  some  years  ago,  and  I  believe 
still  in  print,  treats  of  tuberculosis  and  liver  disease 
as  though  they  were  the  same  thing,  while  nearly 
every  poultry  paper  contains  some  allusion  to  the 
contagiousness  and  virulence  of  what  is  termed 
liver  disease,  but  is  obviously  intended  to  refer  to 
tuberculosis.  To  make  a  clear  distinction  between 
the  two  is  very  necessary  if  we  bear  in  mind  that 
the  one  is  hopelessly  incurable,  extremely  liable  to 
spread,  and  accounts  for  about  25  per  cent,  of  all 
poultry  dying  of  disease,  while  the  other,  with  a 
mortality  of  about  8  per  cent.,  is,  if  not  too 
advanced,  quite  amenable  to  treatment,  and  in  no 
way  infectious.  In  all  that  follows,  therefore,  it  is 
my  intention  to  treat  of  hypertrophy  (or  enlarge- 
ment) of  the  liver,  its  causes,  symptoms,  and 
treatment,  designating  it  as  "  liver  disease,"  and 
exclude  from  that  definition  all  other  maladies,  and 
especially  tuberculosis. 

Causation. — The  causes  of  hypertrophy  of  the 
liver  are  chiefly  concerned  with  food.  Feeding  in 
excess  is  certainly  one  of  them,  and  the  change  in 
the  liver  is  generally  preceeded  by  sluggish  move- 
ments and  distension  of  the  crop  and  gizzard, 
retention  of  undigested  food  in  those  organs  as  well 
as  in  the  intestines.  But  a  much  more  potent 
cause  of  liver  disease  lies  in  the  feeding  of  fowls 
almost  entirely  or  in  greater  part  on  maize  and 
barley,  and  their  milled  products.  Feeding  largely 
on  animal  fat  will  assist,  but  there  is  something 
peculiarly  injurious  in  maize.  The  large  amount 
of  fats  and  oils  contained  in  it,  the  size  and  hard- 
ness of  the  outer  covering,  and  perhaps  also  the 
frequency  with  which  it  is  met  with  in  a  damaged 
or  mouldy  state,  make  it  by  far  the  most  dangerous 
of  grains  if  used  continuously  or  in  large  proportion. 
No  one  who  has  examined  a  fair  number  of  poultry 
that  have  died  of  disease  can  fail  to  be  impressed 
with  the  numbers  that  come  by  their  end  through 
liver  disease,  and  in  nearly  every  bird  the  contents 
of  the  crop  and  gizzard  will  point  to  maize  and 
barley  as  the  staple  diet. 

Symptoms. — The  first  sign  that  a  fowl  is  tending 
towards  fatty  disease  of  the  liver  is  increase  in 
weight.  It  is  worth  mentioning  here  that  just  the 
opposite  occurs  in  tuberculosis,  in  which  "  going 
light  "  is  an  early  symptom.  Increase  of  weight 
and  fatness  persists  until  nearly  the  final  stage  of 
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disease.  The  comb,  wattles,  and  face  remain  a 
bright  red,  or  take  on  a  dull,  bluish  tinge  from 
congestion.  This  sign  of  sluggish  circulation  tells 
of  full  blood-vessels,  and  explains  how  it  is  that 
apoplexy  so  frequently  supervenes  at  this  period. 

The  excrement  is  an  important  symptom  to  note. 
It  is  generally  at  first  semi-liquid  of  a  dark  yellow 
ochre  colour,  and  evacuations  are  frequent.  Thirst 
is  noticeable,  and  a  large  quantity  of  water  drunk, 
especially  after  feeding.  The  appetite  remains 
good,  although  the  bird  is  capricious  and  faddy  in 
what  it  eats,  with  a  tendency  to  pick  and  choose. 
The  crop  is  seldom  completely  empty,  even  in  the 
early  morning,  and,  whatever  else  is  refused,  there 
is  always  a  welcome  for  fresh  green  food. 

If  a  fowl  in  this  phase  of  the  disease  is  killed  or 
chances  to  die  from  one  or  other  of  the  complications 
that  ensue,  a  post-mortem  examination  will  show  a 
liver  considerably  enlarged,  of  a  deep  red  colour, 
engorged  with  blood,  shining  and  greasy,  as  though 
it  had  been  soaked  in  oil,  but  fairly  firm  under  the 
knife.  The  intestines  are  inflated  as  a  result  of 
flatulence  and  indigestion.  They  are  laden  with 
masses  of  fat ;  so  also  are  the  mesentery — or  as  is 
termed  by  butchers  the  leaf" — the  ovary,  and  the 
oviduct. 

The  next  stage  of  the  malady  is  distmguished  by 
a  marked  accentuation  of  all  the  signs  enumerated. 
Diarrhoea  increases,  the  excrement  being  perhaps 
blood-stained  or  blackened  by  congealed  clot  ;  the 
face,  comb,  and  wattles  become  a  darker  blue,  or  if 
jaundice  supervenes  they  may  be  pale  or  tinged 
with  yellow  bile  ;  more  fat  is  laid  on  internally, 
and  the  liver  on  examination  will  prove  to  be 
greatly  enlarged.  So  large  may  this  become  by 
the  deposit  of  fat  globules  between  and  in  the 
substance  of  its  cells  that  on  one  occasion  I  have 
removed  from  an  Orpington  cock  a  liver  that 
turned  the  scale  at  a  pound  and  a  half.  Abdominal 
dropsy  follows,  the  kidneys  also  undergo  fatty 
infiltration,  while  the  heart  enlarges  both  from  the 
same  cause  and  from  the  strain  of  extra  work. 

This  stage  is  seldom  passed,  and  death  usually 
takes  place  from  syncope,  or  an  accidental  rupture 
of  the  softened  liver.  If  the  bird  does  survive  it  is 
only  for  a  short  period,  during  which  it  becomes 
anaemic  exhausted,  and  thinner,  but  never  so 
emaciated  as  does  the  victim  of  tuberculosis. 

Treatment. — This  disease  of  the  liver  is  certainly 
the  one  and  only  form  which  has  a  full  claim  to 
the  title  "  liver  disease.''  It  has  no  connection 
whatever  with  tuberculosis  ;  it  is  nearly  always  the 
outcome  of  improper  food  or  an  injudicious  system 
of  feeding ;  it  is  neither  hereditary  nor  is  it 
incurable.  The  symptons,  as  contrasted  with  those 
of  tuberculosis,  admit  of  no  excuse  for  confounding 
the  two  diseases,  and  if  the  differences  between 
them  were  only  fully  realised  and  the  proper  titles 
alloted  to  each  of  them,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
the  present  high  mortality  would  be  reduced. 

Part  of  the  treatment  consists  of  a  plentiful 
allowance  of  green  food.    Nothing  in  this  way  is 


better  than  freshly  gathered  dandelion  leaves  when 
procurable,  for  the  taraxacum  they  contain  is  a 
valuable  liver  stimulant.  It  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  sliced  roots  of  the  plants  can  be  steeped 
in  boiling  water  to  make  an  infusion  equallv 
eflective  when  the  leaves  are  no  longer  obtainable. 
The  roots  should  be  gathered  and  stored  in  a  dry 
box  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  infusion  is 
conveniently  mixed  with  the  morning  soft  food, 
and  is  always  beneficial  to  birds  in  confinement  as 
an  occasional  liver  tonic. 

Two  or  three  weeks  of  such  treatment  will  soon 
bring  back  health  to  a  liver-stricken  flock,  but  the 
diet  will  have  to  be  carefully  attended  to  for  a 
much  longer  time  or  relapses  will  recur. 


THE    MICHAELMAS  GOOSE. 

J  H.\\"E  just  been  reading  Sir  Walter  Gilbev's 
recently  published  ''Farm  Stock  100  Years' 
Ago,"  and  have  naturally  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  chapter  devoted  to  poultry.  The  con- 
trast between  the  state  of  the  industry  then  and 
now,  and  the  relative  economic  positions  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  production,  is  sufficiently 
indicated  in  one  sentence — "  geese  were  held  the 
most  profitable  kind  of  poultry"  !  Then  a  single 
person  would  keep  as  many  as  1,000  stock  birds 
and  rear  as  many  as  7,000  goslings  ;  then — so  it  is 
said — over  a  thousand  persons  made  their  living 
out  of  geese  on  the  fenlands  ;  then  there  was  a 
Nottingham  Goose  Fair;  and — earlier  still  (for  he 
wrote  it  in  1722) — Daniel  Defoe  records  the  fact 
that  in  one  season,  from  August  to  October,  as 
many  as  300  droves  of  from  500  to  1,000  birds  each 
would  cross  Stratford  Bridge  on  their  way  to 
London.  Yet  another  witness  tells  how,  in  1793,  a 
single  drove  of  over  9,000  geese  passed  through 
Chelmsford !  But  enough  of  the  glories  that  have 
departed.  Never  will  the  like  be  seen  in  this  or 
any  succeeding  generation. 

Nowadays  the  tenant  farmer's  interest  in  ^lichael- 
mas  is  mainly  confined  to  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of 
the  periods  for  the  pa3TOent  of  rent  in  regard  to 
which  necessity  he  does  not  place  much  reliance 
upon  the  profitableness  of  geese.  Yet,  even  at 
!\Iichaelmas,  geese  may  be  profitable  stock,  al- 
though in  smaller  proportion  than  in  the  times 
before  our  day.  No  longer  is  the  goose  the  bird  of 
universal  choice  at  the  time  of  the  autumn  Quarter 
Day,  but  there  remains  a  very  respectable  demand 
among  those  who  observe  old  customs — and  others 
who  are  actuated  b}'  gastronomic  rather  than  by 
sentimental  reasons.  It  is,  perhaps,  easy  to  under- 
stand why  the  turkey  has  largely  outed  the  goose 
from  the  position  it  once  held  in  the  end-of-the-year 
markets,  but  at  Michaelmas  there  has  been  no  such 
decided  replacement  of  one  description  of  fowl  by 
another,  and  the  only  apparent  explanation  of  the 
decadence  of  the  goose  as  a  distinctive  Michaelmas 
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dish  is  the  unaccountable  change  of  taste  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  public  palate.  Although  I  have 
said  that  this  is  unaccountable,  second  thoughts 
suggest  that  it  may,  at  any  rate  in  part,  be  due  to 
the  altered  conditions  of  life  to  which  such  large 
numbers  of  the  population  have  become  subject. 
When  I  was  engaged  in  the  strenuous  occupation  of 
practical  farming  there  was  a  craving  for  fat  bacon, 
the  very  memory  of  which  is  almost  nauseous  in 
days  spent  in  the  closer  application  at  the  desk. 
What  is  true  in  the  case  of  an  individual  may  be 
equally  true  of  a  people,  at  any  rate  in  this  con- 
nection, and  the  decreased  taste  for  the  oleaginous 
goose  may  bear  some  relation  to  the  changed  con- 
ditions of  life.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  an 
undeniable  fact  most  people  now  prefer  the 
"  green  "  goose  to  the  fattened  bird  of  larger  pro- 
portions and  greater  age. 

For  many  years  I  have  tabulated  the  market 
quotations  for  the  various  descriptions  of  poultry 
produce,  making  weekly  and  monthly  averages  and 
otherwise  juggling  with  the  figures  to  prove  or 
disprove  facts,  as  the  case  may  be.  It  is,  of 
course,  commonly  understood  that  statistics  maybe 
made  to  do  anything  relative  to  proof  or  disproof ; 
but  the  following  may  be  taken  as  the  boiled-down 
results  of  the  accumlated  quotations  of  several 
years,  the  monthly  averages  having  been  bulked  and 
fresh  inclusive  averages  struck  for  the  whole  series. 

The  following  figures  will  therefore  sufficiently 
show  the  relative  marketable  average  values  of 
geese  (including  goslings)  at  the  different  seasons 
(and  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  poulterer's 
seasons  are  nominally  ;  geese,  October  to  March  ; 
goslings,  April  to  October) :  January,  6s.  6d.  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 7s.  ;  March,  8s.  ;  April,  7s.  ;  May,  5s.  gd.  ; 
June  5s.  ;  July,  5s.  ;  August,  5s.  ;  September,  6s.  ; 
October,  5s.  6d.  ;  November,  5s.  gd.  ;  December,  7s. 
The  demand  and  supply  for  geese  or  goslings, 
although- — according  to  quotations — a  continuous 
affair,  is  subject  to  considerable  fluctuation,  and 
the  trade  is  largely  shared  by  foreign  birds — as  in 
January.  Very  few  English  birds  are  available  in 
February,  when  the  hatching  season  commences. 
Birds  sufficiently  forward  for  marketing  at  the  end 
of  March  are  exceptional,  hence  the  high  level  of 
values.  Although  the  gosling  season  nominally 
begins  in  April,  the  trade  is  comparatively  unim- 
portant, and  the  supply  available  in  May  is  seldom 
in  danger  of  outweighing  the  demand,  at  any  rate, 
at  the  commencement.  The  increasing  supply  of 
June  usually  coincides  with  a  slackening  demand, 
but  spasmodic  improvements  are  often  experienced 
in  July,  whilst  the  withholding  of  a  proportion  for 
Michaelmas  tends  to  relieve  the  market  during 
August.  Throughout  September  goslings  maintain 
a  fair  value,  and  the  reservation  for  the  end  of 
the  month  often  causes  a  fairly  good  market  at  the 
beginning.  October  is  generally  a  month  of  declin- 
ing sales  at  relatively  unremunerative  rates.  In 
November  the  producer  has  Christmas  in  view,  and 
small    supplies    about  equal   the    demand.  In 


December  prices  are  good  for  the  moderate  numbers 
usually  offered  early  in  the  month,  and  although  in 
the  Christmas  market  values  may  jump,  there  is 
always  an  element  of  uncertainty.  All  this  is  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  producer,  who  see  the 
London  market  from  a  distance,  and  finds  that  the 
provincial  markets  make  no  serious  or  general 
demand  for  this  description  of  his  produce  until 
September — the  older  character  of  the  demand  still 
lingering  in  the  country,  a  fact  which  perhaps  tends 
to  confirm  the  suggested  influence  of  surroundings 
and  manner  of  life  upon  the  palate. 

In  the  list  of  requirements  in  thirty-two  pro- 
vincial markets,  as  set  forth  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  in  only  one  instance  is  an 
earlier  demand  than  September  mentioned — August 
being  given  as  the  commencement  of  the  season  in 
the  solitary  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

W' ithin  the  limits  indicated  it  remains  true  that 
the  Michaelmas  goose  may  be  a  reasonably  pro- 
fitable bird,  if  reared  suitably  and  marketed  with 
discretion.  There  are  plenty  of  people  who  hold 
the  opinion  that  geese  are  at  their  best  just  after 
running  on  the  harvest  stubble.  A  few  goslings 
turned  into  a  considerable  extent  of  stubble  will 
in  many  cases  require  no  extra  feeding,  but  a  large 
flock  on  a  few  acres  will  not  sufficiently  improve 
in  condition  without  proportionate  hand-feeding. 
If  stubbles  are  not  available,  the  birds  may  be 
allowed  to  continue  on  grass,  the  decreased  nutri- 
tive value  of  the  herbage  at  this  season  being  com- 
pensated for  by  improving  the  character  of  the 
supplied  food.  In  the  old  days  when  the  depart- 
ment of  the  poultry  industry  was  flourishing,  to  an 
extent  that  we  can  scarcely  understand  in  the  light 
of  modern  experience,  when  any  special  treatment 
was  desirable  the  birds  were  very  commonly 
fattened  for  market  on  oats  and  water,  boiled 
carrots  and  potatoes ;  the  fattening  of  geese 
being  as  distinct  a  branch  of  the  industry 
as  the  fattening  of  chickens  is  now,  but  the 
work  of  the  fattener  has  declined  in  corre- 
spondence with  that  of  the  breeder  and  rearer.  The 
use  of  a  variety  of  meals  is  advocated  by  present- 
day  feeders  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  birds 
for  Michaelmas,  but  (apart  from  the  preferable 
stubbling)  when  running  the  birds  on  meadows, 
I  have  found  nothing  better  than  a  mixture  of 
Sussex  ground  oats  and  sharps  for  feeding  in  the 
early  morning,  the  only  other  supplied  food  con- 
sisting of  a  suitable  allowance  of  sound  grain  at 
night. 

It  is  the  method  of  some  to  feed  the  birds 
liberally  twice  daily  on  good  sound  oats,  allowing 
them  as  much  grain  as  they  will  eat  at  a  meal,  but 
in  any  case  during  the  finishing  month  liberty 
should  be  to  some  extent  curtailed  and  the  birds 
kept  off  the  pond — but  the  supply  of  drinking 
water  in  troughs  and  of  suitable  grit  must  be 
adequate  to  the  requirements.  Killing  by  disloca- 
tion of  the  neck  is  preferable  to  the  use  of  the 
knife.  H. 
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FROM  OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Poultry-House  Floors. 

The  most  suitable  floor  for  a  poultry-house  is 
composed  of  the  ground  itself,  and  whenever 
possible  such  should  be  employed  in  preference  to 
any  other  material.  If  the  field  is  at  all  damp  or 
low-lying  the  interior  of  the  house  should  be  dug 
out  a  few  inches  and  refilled  with  gravel  or  broken 
bricks,  and  then  covered  with  earth,  raising  it  three 
or  four  inches  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding 
ground.  This  ensures  absolute  dryness.  If  well 
beaten  down  a  hard  surface  is  obtained,  upon 
which  the  litter  may  be  placed.  Wood  is  often 
used,  and  when  it  is  impossible  to  use  the  ground 
itself  it  is  the  best  material  one  can  have.  Cement 
is  too  cold,  and  bricks,  being  absorbent,  retain 
some  of  the  liquid  part  of  the  dung,  preventing 
such  a  house  smelling  perfectly  pure.  Many  forms 
of  poultry-houses  are  built  with  a  raised  floor,  but 
there  are  certain  disadvantages  to  this.  True,  it 
affords  the  birds  protection  from  the  wind  and  rain, 
forming  a  kind  of  scratching  shed,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  makes  the  interior  of  the  house  much 
colder.  Heat  and  cold  are  atmospheric,  and  thus 
the  nearer  the  ground  the  more  even  the  temper- 
ature, It  stands  to  reason  that  a  bank  of  cold  air 
beneath  a  house  is  bound  to  reduce  the  temperature 
within  very  considerably. — Farm  and  Home. 

Advance  Scotland. 

In  regard  to  the  "  strong  condemnation  of 
Scotland's  neglect  of  the  egg  and  poultry  industry  " 
which  is  pa,ssed  by  the  report  of  a  Government 
Committee,  we  have  received  the  following  spirited 
lines : 

Sons  of  Scotia,  rally  round  ! 

Something's  rotten  in  the  State, 
And  your  history,  once  renowned. 

Wants — well,  bringing  up  to  date  ; 
Summon  Caledonia's  clansmen, 
Witn  the  pipers,  blatant  bandsmen. 
This  disgrace  you  must  dispel. 
Nip  it  in  the  bud,  ab  ovo 
(Latin  :  baldly,  "  from  the  shell  "). 

Think  upon  your  nation's  tale  ! 

Think  upon  your  stoic  past 
And  emit  a  Celtic  wail, 

For  it's  slipping  from  you  fast ! 
High  falutin'  re  the  claymore 
Will  not  make  your  poultry  lay  more 
Will  you  watch  the  tourist  folk. 
Nauseated,  fleeing  from  you. 
Scornful  of  an  absent  yoke  ? 

— Globe. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

SHORT  REPLIES. 

W.  B.  (Watford)  :  No. 
R.  T.  W.  (Lancaster)  :  1899  and  1900. 
K.  B.  (Manchester) :  Aylesbury  or  Pekin. 
E.  L.  (Berwick-on-Tweed) :  August,  1905. 
S.  T.  (Edmonton)  :  See  advertising  pages. 

E.  L.  (Stanmore) :  i.  No.    2.  No.  3,  Yes. 

F.  P.  W.  (Leeds) :  Never  more  than  a  dozen. 
R.  S.  (Toronto,  Canada) :  From  160  to  180. 

M.  R.  S.  E.  (Longforth) :  a  month  to  five  weeks. 
L.  R.  T.  (Eastbourne) :  i.  Yes.    2.  Yes.    3.  Yes. 
F.  W.  P.  (Upper  Norwood):    From  i2in.  to  i5in. 
high. 

W.  W.  R.  (Salford)  :  May,  1909.    Price  ii^d.,  post 
free. 

T.  E.  (Hexham) :  We  should  recommend  a  cross  in 
your  case. 

S.  T.  (Enfield) :  See  reply  to  "  R.  M.  T.  (Boxhill)  " 
in  this  issue. 

E.  J.  R.  (Harrow) :   We  have  forwarded  your  letter 
as  requested. 

L.  R.  T.  (Eastbourne) :  Aylesbury  or  Pekin,  prefer- 
ably the  former. 
J.  S  L.  (Upper  Norwood) :  Probably  a  cross  would 

suit  your  purpose  better. 
E.  S.  T.  (Hanley) :    We  are  sorry  we  cannot  give 

the  required  information. 
T.  L.  (Hexham) :    The  address  you  want  will  be 

found  among  our  advertising  pages. 
E.  M.  G.  (Carnforth) :    We  thank  you  for  your 

suggestion,  and  will  certainly  act  upon  it. 
E.  J.  T.  (Bexhill) :  "  Poultry  Fattening,"  by  Edward 

Brown,  F.L.S.,  price  is.  2d.,  post  free,  from  this 

office. 

M.  L.  O.  (Rochester)  :    The  Feathered  World  Year 

Book,  price  is.  4d.,  post  free,  from  g,  Arundel 

Street,  Strand,  W.C. 
M.  W.  G.  R.  (Woodbridge)  :  i.  The  Buff  Orpington. 

2.  The  Aylesbury  duck.    3.  Twenty-one  days. 

4.  About  £2SO  to  £^00. 
W.  B.  B.  (Muker,  Yorks) :    The  subject  was  fully 

treated  in  the  March  issue  of  the  Illustrated 

Poultry  Record.    We  shall  be  pleased  to  send 

you  a  copy  for  8|d. 

Mr.  Tamlin's  Exports. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  W.  Tamlin's  exports  for  July, 
19T2  :  Three  60  and  three  loo-egg  incubators,  to  Mons. 
Andre  Masson,  Agent  for  France ;  two  30,  also  two  60, 
and  two  loo-egg  incubators,  to  Fernand  Colman,  Agent 
for  Belgium  ;  six  6o-egg  incubators,  also  two  30  ostrich 
incubators,  to  Woodhead,  Plant  «&  Co.,  Agents  for  Cape 
Town,  South  Africa;  three  loo-egg  incubators,  to  A.  D. 
Phillips  &  Co.,  Agents  for  Bnluwayo,  Rhodesia;  one  30 
and  one  60-egg  incubator,  to  M.  Rutherford,  Queensland, 
Australia ;  two  60-egg  incubators  to  S.  T.  Welsh,  Straits 
Settlements;  one  icq- egg  incubator,  to  A.  Taylor, 
Kronstad,  Orange  Free  State,  South  Africa ;  one  loo-egg 
incubator,  and  one  100  foster  mother,  to  T.  Holker,  Bast 
London,  South  Africa ;  one  60-egg  incubator,  to  S. 
Thompson,  West  Coast  Africa ;  one  loo-egg  incubator, 
and  one  60  foster  mother,  to  Thomas  Laird,  Gibraltar  ; 
one  30  ostrich  incubator,  to  V.  Travels,  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa. 
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xi. 


BARGAINS 


The  real  merit  always  of  any  bargain  lies  not  alone 
in  the  fact  of  its  intrinsic  value  at  purchase,  but  also 
depends  on  the  length  of  time  it  can  be  of  service,  and 
still  be  of  good  value.  This  is  the  paramount  consideration 
in  all  bargains,  and  one  of  the  distinguishing  features  that 
may  be  found  in  all  of 


TAMLIN'S 

Poultry  Houses. 

A  glance  at  the  designs,  workmanship,  and  quality  of  materials  used,  it  at  once 
becomes  apparent  to  the  most  sceptical  that  they  are  everlasting  bargains.  The  more 
you  investigate,  the  more  you  scrutinise,  the  more  profoundly  will  you  be  convinced 
of  this  fact.  More — these  houses  can  be  purchased  carriage  paid  for  even  less 
money  than  the  timber  can  be  procured  for  locally  by  those  who  build  their  own 
Poultry  Houses  at  home.  Our  Catalogue  contains  full  description  and  illustrations^ 
of  all  these  houses  and  250  other  Appliances. 
Whatever  your  requirements  might  be  for  Poultry, 
in  this  book  it  can  be  found  ;  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  sent  you  quickly,  and  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

W.  TAMLIN, 

40,  St.  Margarets,  Twickenham, 

LONDON, 

The  Largest  Incubator  &  Poultry  Appliance  Manu 
facturer  in  the  World. 
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POULTRY  FOLKLORE. 

In  our  study  of  Folklore,  Superstitions,  and 
Omens,  we  find  that  tfie  laying  of  eggs  and  the 
actions  and  doings  of  hens  and  poultry  have  always 
been  looked  upon  by  the  superstitious  of  all  nations 
as  some  signs  "  of  a  number  of  good  as  well  as 
bad  things.  Below  we  note  a  few  of  the  principal 
omens  and  superstitions. 

You  are  not  lucky  if  your  hen  does  double  duty 
for  when  a  hen  lays  an  egg  with  a  double  yolk, 
some  of  your  relatives  will  die.  It  is  unlucky  to 
bring  in  eggs  after  dark.  If  your  hen  lays  a  soft- 
shelled  egg,  do  not  keep  it,  throw  it  over  the  house, 
and  thus  throw  away  your  bad  luck.  To  break  an 
egg  when  taking  it  from  the  nest,  is  a  sign  of  some 
unpleasant  event  near  by.  In  Persia  they  say  that 
if  water  touches  eggs  that  are  set,  the  chicks  hatched 
from  same  will  drown.  If  eggs  have  been  carried 
over  running  water  they  will  not  hatch.  If  you 
want  to  remain  lucky,  don't  sell  eggs  after  sunset. 
In  Madagascar  the  natives  think  that  whoever  steals 
an  egg  will  become  a  leper. 

Eggs  laid  during  the  twelve  days  after  Christmas 
should  be  carefully  preserved,  for  if  placed  under  a 
sitting  hen,  they  will  produce  beautiful,  large  fat 
chickens.  If  you  put  eggs  under  a  hen  when  the 
wind  is  in  the  east,  it  will  take  two  more  days  than 
usual  for  the  eggs  to  hatch.  The  inhabitants  of 
Korea  state  positively,  that  if  a  man  finds  an  egg 
laid  by  a  rooster,  he  will  be  fortunate  ever  after. 
.  The  tenth  egg  laid  by  a  hen  will  be  the  largest 
laid  by  her  during  the  year.  It  is  unlucky  to  put 
eggs  under  a  sitting  hen  before  sundown,  for  if  you 
do  some  of  the  chicks  will  be  blind,  so  say  the 
Arabs.  Your  hens  will  cease  to  lay  if  you  bury  the 
egg  shells.  If  you  set  hens  to  hatch  on  St.  Valen- 
tine's Day  the  eggs  will  rot.  Set  a  hen  to  hatch 
while  people  are  coming  out  of  church,  and  you 
will  have  plenty  of  chickens.  To  see  a  hen  in  the 
act  of  laying  brings  good  luck. 

Here's  one  from  Jerusalem  :  By  tying  an  old 
tough  hen  to  a  fig-tree  she.  will  become  tender.  It 
is  bad  luck  to  kill  a  chicken  and  have  it  die  in 
your  hands.  Fortune  will  come  to  the  housewife 
if  the  brood  of  chickens  are  all  roosters.  If,  on  a 
rainy  gloomy  day,  chickens  try  to  fly  on  to  fences, 
and  sit  on  waggons,  it  is  a  sign  that  the  next  day 
will  be  fair. 

Now  comes  a  warning  for  lovers  !  If  fowls  fly 
down  and  strike  the  house  where  two  lovers  are 
courting,  it  forebodes  trouble  between  them.  The 
natives  in  Africa  have  an  easy  way  to  detect  crime, 
for  if  a  man  is  accused  of  stealing  a  chicken,  they 
kill  a  chicken,  and  should  the  entrails  be  white  the 
man  is  considered  innocent  ;  if  yellow,  guilty.  If 
you  want  your  chickens  to  have  top-knots,  wear  a 
nightcap  when  you  set  your  hen.  Some  Pennsyl- 
vania girls  believe  that  if  a  big,  bold  rooster  crows 
in  your  cellar  door,  it  is  a  sign  of  a  speedy  marriage. 
We  close  with  one  true  one — viz.  :  wlien  the 
roosters  of  the  world  stop  crowing,  the  end  of  it  is 
at  hand. — Stockkeepe7\ 


OUR  BOOK  MARKET. 

Any  of  the  jollowing  books  will  be  supplied  at  the  prices 
named.    Cash  must  always  accompany  orders. 
Amateur  Poultry  -  Keeper.    By  w.  M.  Elkington. 

120  pages.    Fifteen  illustrations.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Incubators  and  their  Management.  By  j,  H.  Sut- 

CLiPFE.  Fifth  Edition.  Illustrated.  Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Lett's  Poultry  -  Keeper's  Account  Book.  Edited  by 

Lewis  Wright.  Cr.  8vo.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  2/8. 

Poultry  and   Egg  Raising  at  Home.  By  w.  M. 

Elkington.    Illustrated.    Price,  post  free  1/2. 
Poultry  Culture  for  Profit.  By  Eev.  T.  w.  Sturges, 

M.A.  Third  Edition.  Cr.  Svo,  134  pages.  Fully  illus- 
trated. Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colonies, 
and  foreign  countries,  paper  covers,  1/3;  cloth,  1/9. 

Poultry  Fattening.  By  Edward  Beown,  F.L.S.  Fifteen 
illustrations,  120  pages.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Poultry  for  Prizes  and  Profit.  By  James  Long.  New 
Edition.  Revised  by  W.  M.  Elkington.  Illustrated. 
Post  free  6/4  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  in  the  Colonies 
and  abroad,  7/6. 

Poultry- Keeping  as  an  Industry  for  Farmers  and 

Cottagers.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. ,  Secretary 
of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society.  Sixth 
Edition.  4to,  206  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  6/6 ;  6/9  to  the  Colonies  and 
foreign  countries. 

Popular  Poultry  -  Keeping.  By  W.  M.  Elkington. 
Illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Possibilities  of  Modern  Poultry  -  Farming.  By  J. 

Stephen  Hicks  and  W.  H.  G.  Ewart.  Price,  \\'\.\ 
post  free. 

Progressive  Poultry  Culture.  By  Arthur  A.  Brigham, 

B.S.,  Ph.  D.  Illustrated.  300  pages.  Post  free,  6/6. 

Races  of  Domestic  Poultry.  By  Edward  Brown, 
F.L.S.,  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisa,tion 
Society.  4to,  234  pages,  with  chapters  on  breeding, 
fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6/6 ; 
6/9  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts.    Post  free,  l^d. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts  in  Welsh.    Price,  post  free,  l|d. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  America.  By 

Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Third  Edition.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Denmark  and 

Sweden.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

The  New  Book  of  Poultry  By  Lewis  Wright.  Demy 
4to,  600  pages,  with  many  coloured  plates,  &c.  Post 
free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  21/10  ;  24/-  to  the  Colonics 
and  foreign  countries. 

The  Poultry  Manual.  By  Rev.  T.  w.  Stgrgks,  M.A. 

600  pages,  52  illustrations.    Price,  6/6  post  free. 

Report  on  the  Second  National  Poultry  Con- 
ference, 1907.  Edited  by  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 
382  pages,  with  nine  illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  5/6  ;  in  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries,  6/-. 

The  Practical  Poultry-Keeper.   By  Lewis  Wright. 

Cr.  Svo,  320  pages,  with  eight  coloured  plates  and  other 
illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  3/10; 
4/-  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 
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Rm/\/\^X1     0  Incubator  and  Poultry 

,     A  JCi   Ob    \J\Ji    Appliance  Manufacturers. 

21,    Stepney    Square,    Stepney,     London,  E. 

Cables  and  Telegrams—"  Toopes,  London."     Telephone— 3497 
East.     A. B.C.  Code  used,  5th  Edition. 

THE  ASBESTIC  HEN  INCUBATOR. 

Patd.  Great  Britain,  Colonies  and 
U.S.A.  The  only  Incubator  con- 
structed of  Asbestos  Board  in  the 
World.  Absolutely  automatic  in 
action.  Cannot  crack  or  warp. 
Fireproof,  vermin-proof,  and  rot- 
proof.  Patented  moist  air  venti- 
lating- system  (no  water  trays.) 
Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Hatches  strona^er,  more  vigorous, 
and  heavier  chicks  than  an^-  other 
Incubator. 
Send  /'or  Free  Catalogue. 

POULTRY  HOUSES,  BROODERS,  Brooder  Heaters  (by  gas,  oil, 
BROODERS  HOUSES  COMPLETE   or  coal).  Coops,  AVire  Netting 
Bone  and  Grain  Crushing  ^Machines,  and  Poultrvmen's  Sundries. 


■MAKES  LAYING  A  HABIT.' 


THE   PERFECTION   EGG  PRODUCER. 

LAYING  MEAL. 

Price  12/6  per  112  lbs. 
6/9  per    56  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid.    Cash  icith  order.    Ij-  extra  Scotland 
and  Ireland. 

Sole  Makers— 

WHITE,  TOMKINS  &  COURAGE,  Ltd., 
48,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


AWARDED  GOLD  MEDAL. 


£100 


GREAT  EGG 
COMPETITION 


An  unprecfedented  offer  to  Poultry 
keepers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


This  great  competition  will  take  place  on  September  16th 
next,  at  the  British  Poultrj'  Federation  Premises,  26, 
Hosier  Lane,  London.   Full  particulars  from 

LASCO,  Garruthers  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

Stocked  by  all  Grocers  and  Corn  Dealers  throughout  the  Kingdom. 


STEEL'S  NEW  POULTRY  RINGS. 

"  The  only  Rings  that  cannot  hurt  the  leg  or 
cret  lost."  8  brilliant  colours— red,  blue,  mauve 
vellow,  &c. — and  10  sizes.  To  fi.v  "  hook  on 
)ne  end  and  wiud  the  rest  round."  2o,  1/-  :  .30, 
1/9  ;  lUO,  3/-  Post  Free.  The  strongest  ceUuloid 
Ring  yet  made.  Send  for  FREE  sample,  and 
we  shall  then  get  your  orders.  Grand  64-page 
Catalogue  FREE. 
350,006  sold  last  year. 

A.  STEEL,  Manufacturer,  Lcsma.ha.gow,  N.B. 


Private  Breeders,  Owners  &  Amateurs 

Will  find  that  a  publication  of  peculiar  value  to  them, 
always  offering  a  ready  market  for  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  their  goods,  is  that  practicable  and  responsible 
journal  "  The  Bazaar,  Exchange  and  Mart."  For  44 
years  this  has  been 

The  Great  Paper 

for  Private  Sales;  and  transactions  through  it  are 
satisfactory  and  simple  to  effect.  Qet  a  copy  your- 
self and  see  the  classified  adverts. 

Surplus  Stock  of  every  Description 

— Poultry,  Pets,  Dogs,  Garden  Plants,  Bees,  Cage 
Birds,  Cattle,  or  anything  else — may  be  disposed  of 
rapidly,  cheaply  and  conveniently  through  "The 
Bazaar."  Try  it  yourself.  Adverts  of  Private 
Breeders,  Owners  and  Growers  (not  Dealers,  or  those 
who  buy  to  sell  again),  are  inserted  at  3  words  Id. 
Three  insertions  for  the  price  of  two. 

Likewise,  to  buy  any  of  these  things,  consult  "  The 
Bazaar."  which  puts  you  in  touch  with  those  who 
have  good  live-stock,  and  high-class  articles  generally, 
to  sell. 

Price  2d.  everywhere. 


Offices  — Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  Lane, 

LONDON,  W.C. 


The  World's  Leadings 
Poultry  Paper 


—        IS  THE 


Reliable  Poultry  Journal 


S0-172  pages  and  cover  per  month  (9  x  12) 
Subscription  price,  4s.  2d.  per  annum,  or 
with  "Illustrated  Poultry  Record"  10/5. 

Address  : 

Reliable  Poultry  Journal  Pub.  Co. 
Box  F.  Quincy,  Illnois. 


vSample  Copy 
mailed  on  . 
Request. 


REPORT   ON  THE 


Poultry  Industry  in  Belgium. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

Hon.  Secretarj-  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society. 

PROFUSELY  ILLUSTRATED. 


Price  Is.  net«      Post  Free  Is.  3d. 


R.   T.    LANG,  Ltd., 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 
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RELIABLE  EGGS 
For  Hatching 


can  be  had  from 


W.  HOLMES  HUNT. 


(Originator  of  the  Red  Orpington  P'owls). 


ORPINGTONS. 


Red 

White  , 

Buff 

Black 

Blue 

Spangled 


No.  I  Pens 
Per  Doz. 

£  s.  d. 
10.  10  0 

Per;Fifteen 
15  0 
13  0 
1     1  0 
1     1  0 
7  6 


No.  2  Pens 
Per  Doz. 
£    6.  d. 
5    5  G 
Per  Fifteen 
10  0 
10  0 
IS  0 
15  0 


No.  3  Pens 
Per  Doz. 

;^       S.  d. 

Per  Fifteen 
5  C 
5  0 
5  0 


White  Wyandotte 
Light  Sussex 
Speckled  Sussex 
White  Leghorn 
Black  Leghorn 
White  Rocks 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 
Hovdans 
Black  Minorcas 
Leghorn-Orpingtons      per  15 
Houdan-Oipington  ,, 


Per 
Fifteen 
5/- 


4/6 
4/6 


DUCKS. 

No.  1  Pens 
Per  Doz. 


s.  d. 

15  0 

10  6 

4  G 


No.  2  Pens 
Per  Doz. 

s.  d. 
7  6 


No.  3  Pens 
Per  Doz. 


Buff  Orpingtons 
Blue  Orpingtons 
Aylesbury 

ILLUSTRATED    CATALOGUE  GRATIS. 


s.  d. 
4  0 


MRS.  L.  C.  PRIDEAUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX. 


SPECIALIST  IN 


BROOK  HOUSE  POULTRY  FARM,   HELLINGLY,  SUSSEX. 


Yokohamas  &  Yokohama  Bantams. 
/ 

WHITE  YOKOHAMAS 

DAIRY  WINNER,  1909 

Birds  &  Sittings  for  Sale: 

Ists  Dairy,  Hayward's  Heath,  Birming- 
ham, Palace,  Eoyal,  Paris  and  Utrecht 
1010—1911. 

PARTICULARS  FREE 


Number  2  of  the  Record  Series  of  Handbooks 

POULTRY  FATTENING. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

ON  SALE  AT  ALL  BOOKSTALLS  AND  NEWSAGENTS. 

PRICE   Is.,   POST   FREE   Is.   2d.  FROM 
THE    ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY   RECORD,   Tudor   House,   Tudor   Street,  E.G. 


The  Investor's  Monthly  ManuaL 


ESTABLISHED  1864. 


An  indispensable  Work  of  Reference  to  everyone  interested  in  the 
movements  of  Stocks  and  Shares, 

Absolutely  free  from  any  connection  with  any  financial  house  or  speculative 

agency. 

The  Investors  Monthly  Manual  is  published  at  the  beginning  of  each  month 
(generally  on  the  2nd),  and  is  by  far  the  MOST  COMPLETE  PERIODICAL 
RECOBD  in  existence  of  the  dealings  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  during  and 
up  to  the  last  day  of  each  month,  in  every  description  of  Stocks  and  Shares,  &c. 

The  Manual  gives  particulars  of  three  thousand  securities  (many  of  which  are 
not  quoted  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange),  with  their  variations  in  price  during 
the  month  and  during  the  year,  the  dividends  recently  paid,  and  the  yield  to  an 
investor  at  present  quotations. 

A  "  Summary  of  Profit  and  Loss  Accounts"  presents  a  comparison  of  Industrial 
Companies  not  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  financial  record 
of  the  Month,  together  with  articles  and  notes  upon  current  topics  of  interest. 

Ordinar}'  Numbers,  price  is.  ;  by  post  Is.  I^d. 
Double  Numbers  (published  in  Jan.  &  July)  price  Is.  6d.,  by  post  Is.  9d. 
Annual  Subscription  (including  Double  Numbers),  I4s.  9d.  post  free. 


Publishing  Office, 

3,  ARUNDEL  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


POULTRY 

HUSBANDRY. 


"  The  Quality  Poultry  Journal." 

Edited  by  D.  M.  Green. 
"  The  Quality  Poultry  Journal  " 
is  recognised  as  a  trustworthy  and 
authoritative  publication  on  all 
Poultry  matters.  Its  Editor  is 
well-known  throughout  the  poultry 
world  and  his  journal  is  so  com- 
prehensive as  to  be  indispensable 
toallwho  are  in  any  wayinterested 
in  poultry.  Specimen  copy  free. 
Subscription  4/2  per  annum  post 
free. 

United  Poultry  Publishing  Co., 
WATERVILLE,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


September,  1912.       THE    ItLUS'TRA'rED    POULTRY  kECORD. 


XV. 


J 

Breed 

ers'  Directory 

::    1912  :: 

What  the  Press  thinks  about  it: 


The  World : 

"  It  is  a  perfect  mine  of  useful  and  interest- 


ing information." 


Welsh  Gazette: 

"  An  exceedingl}'  useful  work  of  reference." 


The  Standard ; 

"  '  Lang's  Breeders'  Directory  '  is  before  us  and,  like  Athena  in  the  story, 
it  springs  full-armed  from  the  brains  of  its  producer.  We  see  no  signs  of 
immaturity,  and  there  are  wonderfully  few  faults  of  ommission.  It  gives  all 
the  ten  possible  breeds  which  we  indicated,  and  in  addition  we  have  many 
pages  devoted  to  such  germane  matters  as  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and 
the  Government  offices,  the  makers  of  game  foods,  dog  foods  and  of  special 
rations  for  live  stock  and  poultry,  and  the  makers  of  appliances  for  the  farm." 


North  Wilts  Herald : 

"A  publication  that  has  long  been  wanted  in 
the  agricultural  world." 

Morning  Leader: 

"The  recent  revival  of  agriculture  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  prospects  of  its  still  greater 
activity,  render  such  a  book  as  '  Lang's  Breeders' 
Directory,  1912,'  an  exceedingly  useful  work  of 
reference." 

Whitby  Gazette: 

"  Is  a  complete  directory  which  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  everyone  interested  in  the  produc- 
tion of  live  stock." 


Sportsman : 

"  'Lang's  Breeders'  Directory '  is  a  usefal  book 
of  reference,  very  comprehensive  in  scope." 

Wiltshire  Advertiser; 

"  Eighteen  months'  labour  by  a  large  staff  has 
its  culmination  in  the  appearance  of  this  volume 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  result 
iustifies  the  efforts." 

Observer : 

"'Lang's  Breeders'  Directory  for  1912,'  just 
published  by  R.  T.  Lang,  Ltd.,  Tudor  St.,  B.C., 
is  a  useful  publication  for  all  interested  in  the 
raising  of  live  stock  of  every  description." 


The  Scotsman: 

"Messrs.  R.  T.  Lang,  Ltd.,  London,  have  published  'Lang's  Breeders' 
Directory,  1912,'  a  comprehensive  and  well-arranged  book  of  addresses  which 
classifies  the  principal  breeders  of  live  stock  in  the  United  Kingdom." 


principal 

Sussex  Express: 

"  '  Lang's=Breeders'  Directory'  is  indispensable 
to  all  interested  in  the  production  of  live  stock 
in  the  United  Kingdom." 


Daily  Dispatch : 

"A  publication  ot  considerable  importance 
to  agriculturalists  and  breeders  has  made  its 
appearance  in  'Lang's  Breeders'  Directory.'  " 


A    NECESSITY   TO    EVERY    BREEDER    OF    HIGH-GLASS  STOCK. 

** Lang's  Breeders'  Directory''  contains  a  comprehensive  Classified 
List  of  the  Leading  Breeders  in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  Horses, 
Cattle,  Sheep,  Pigs,  Dogs,  Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats,  Rabbits,  etc.,  etc. 

SENT   POST   FREE    ON   RECEIPT   OF   3s.  Gd. 

R»       LANG,  Ltd.,  Publishers,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.G. 


xvi. 


iLttiSTRATKD   POULTRY  RECORD. 


September,  191 2. 


PREPAID  - 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ONE  PENNY  FOR 

EVERY  TWO  WORDS. 

6  insertions  for  Price  of  5 


12 
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CAMPINES. 


REV.  E.  LEWIS  JONES,  Hon. 

Sec  Campine  Club,  Vice  -  President  Poultry 
Club,  Heyope  Rectory,  Knig-hton,  Radnorshire. 
Breeder  of  the  premier  strain  of  Silver  Campines, 
and  of  Gold  Campines,  Blue  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes.  Eggs,  single  birds  and  mated  pens  for 
exhibition  or  utility.  

CHICKENS. 

CHICKENS  Free.— Buff  Orpingtons,  Ban-ed  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  White  Wyandottes,  Black  Minor- 
cas,  Houdans,  White  Leghorns,  day  to  week  old, 
5s.  6cl.  13,  10s.  6d.  26,  20s.  52.  Mixed  lots  (but  all 
pure),  5s.  13,  9s.  6d.  26, 18s.  52,  with  a  free  bonus  of 
one  chicken  on  eveiy  order  of  26,  and  three  on  52, 
Name  station.  Prompt  despatch.  2,000  hatches 
weekly.  Catalogues  free.  John  Winter,  Craven 
Poultry  Farm,  Bell  Busk,  Leeds. 

SANDERSON  BROS,, 

Lower  Lodge  Poultry  Farm, 
BILLINGSHURST,  SUSSEX. 

Breeders,  Exhibitors  and  Exporters  of  Spec- 
kled Red  and  Light  Sussex,  Buff  and  White 
Orpmgton,    Barred    Plymouth    Rock,  White 

Wyandotte,  Black  and  White  Leghorn. 
Catalogue  Free.  All  birds  sent  on  approval. 
 Prizes  won  at  all  the  leading  shows.  

EGGS. 

GEORGE  A.  PALMER.  Wykin,  Hinckley,  offers 
Eggs  for  sitting  fi-om  his  high-class,  pure, 
hardy,  prolific  stock  of  White,  Black  Leghorns, 
Minorcas,  Houdans,  White  Wyandottes,  Buff,  Barred 
Rocks,  Buff,  White  Orpingtons,  Favei-olles,  Rhode 
Island  Reds,  Light  Sussex,  Indian  Game,  Runner 
Ducks.  1st.  pen,  6s. ;  2nd,  43.  per  15;  no  replace- 
ment. Turkey  Eggs,  Is.  6d.  each:  Catalogues  and 
samples  Fish,  Meat,  Biscuit,  Clnck  Food  free. 

READERS      ARE  ADVISED 

BEFOl^E  purchasing  elsewhere  to  obtain  the 
instructive  catalogue  issued  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pyne,  Ravenscar,  Yorkshire.  The  Egg  record- 
ing system  was  originally  applied  by  these 
reliable  breeders  in  1892.  Winter  layers,  hardy 
and  prolific,  raised  on  their  own  farm  (perched 
756  feet  above  the  German  Ocean),  are  their 
speciality. 


LEGHORNS. 


WHITE  LEGHORN  SPECIALIST 

— The  Victoria  Memorial  Poultry  Farm, Becker- 
met,  Cumberland.  Honours  at  leading  shows. 
Have  birds  for  exhibition,  stock,  or  utility  for 
sale._  Eggs  during  season.  Export  orders  ha\  e 
special  attention.    Write  your  requirements. 


MALINES. 


STOCK   BIRDS  of    all  varieties; 

also  chicks,  eggs,  coucou,  white,  black,  turkey 
head,  ermine.  The  largest  and  most  successful 
breeder  of  Malines  in  England.  Latest  wins 
Crystal  Palace  :  Two  ists  ar.d  two  specials,  two 
2nds,  a  3rd  and  4th.  No  birds  without  cards.— 
For  prices  and  particulars  apply  Major  Herbert 
(Hon.  Sec,  Malines  Poultry  Club),  Ty-Gwyn, 
Raglan,  Mon. 


ORPINGTONS. 


MISS  EDWARDS,  Coaley  Poultry 

Farm,  Gloucestershire,  exports  winners  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Has  won  numerous  Challenge 
Cups.  Buff  Orpingtons  240-egg  strain.  White 
Wyandottes,  Buff  Leghorns,  Campines,  Sussex 
Ducks.   Catalogue     Pupils  receiTed. 


MESSRS.  BATEMAN, 

MILNTHORPE,  WESTMORLAND. 

Pioneer  Breeders  of  Buff  Rocks  and  Breeders  of 
Champion 

Barred,  Buff,  White,  &  Blaek 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

which  cannot  be  beaten  either  tor  laying  qualities 
or  exhibition  merits.  They  prove  this  Combina- 
tion has  been  achieved. 

Birds  either  for  home  or  abroad  supplied  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  Amateurs  specially  treated 
and  advised  gratis. 

Sixteen  years'  regular  winnings  at  Dairy, 
Crystal  Palace,  and  classical  events. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


1 


r 


De  Graff. 

poultry-farm^ 
Amsterdam.N. 

5T0CK  &  ECGS  FOR  SAL- 
PLEASE  •  SEND  •  FOR-  MY-  CATALOGUE 

BEST  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  IN  AMERICA 

FItlEST  POULTRY  BOOIJ  IN  AMERIH 


CAM'S  DREADNOUGHTS.— My 

four  White  Leghorn  Pullets  laid  324  egg's  in  16 
weeks  and  have  proved  themselves  to  be  World's 
Champion  Winter  Layers.  My  strains  of  White 
Leghorns,  White  Wyandottes,  and  Bui?  Orping- 
tons have  won  more  prizes  in  the  last  four  years' 
laying  competitions  than  any  two  Firms,  proof 
of  honest  dealing.  I  can  now  spare  few  breed- 
ing pens  of  1910--11  hatched  birds.  Now  is  your 
chance  to  get  England's  best  layers.  1912  Cock- 
erels ready  10/6  to  25/-  each.  Lists  free. — Apply 
E.  Cam,  The  Glen  Poultry  Farm,  Hoghton,  near 
Preston. 


EDUCATION. 


MAJOR  BARNES 

has  vacancies  for  pupils  on  his 

UP-TO-DATE 

MODEL    POULTRY  FARM, 

(see  "  Farm  Life  "  of  April  13th), 
More  than  20  Varieties  of  Exhibition  Birds  bred 
on  the  Farm. 

Instruction  in  all  branches  of  Exhibition  and 
Utility  work. 

"Manager,"  STONECROFT,  IPSWICH. 


TURKEYS. 


ABBOT  BROS. 

Champion  challenge  cup,  challenge  trophy  and 
gold  medal  winning  American  Mammoth  Bronze 
white  and  buff  turkey  Eggs,  Is.  6d.  each  ;  unfertiles 
replaced  ;  chicks,  4s.  each  ;  two  weeks  old,  5s. 
each  ;  broody  supplied,  4s.  extra ;  upwards  of  40 
winners  mated,  including  Birmingham  cup  winner ; 
our  wins  during  past  30  years  include  hundreds  of 
1st  and  special  prizes  at  Birmingham,  Crystal 
Palace,  Dairy,  Manchester,  Royal,  Koyal  Counties, 
Bath  and  West,  Leeds,  Smithfield,  York,  Norwich, 
etc.  Send  for  catalogue  and  list  of  matings  ;  it  also 
contains  full  particulars  of  how  to  rear  turkeys.— 
Abbot  Bros.,  P^ast  of  England  Poultry  Farm,  Thux- 
ton,  Norfolk. 

WYANDOTTES. 

ABSOLUTELY    ANVTHINQ  in 

White  Wyandottes  can  be  supplied  by  the 
Specialist,  J.  Stephen  Hicks,  Bottisham, 
Cambridge.  Illustrated  List.  Large  Exporter. 
Resident  Pupils. 


SYDNEY      HILLER,  specialist 

breeder  Golden.  Silver,  white  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes and  S.C.  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Birds  always 
for  sale  from  5/-  each.  Eggs.  Day  old  chicks. 
E.xport  orders  every  attention.  Cleveland  Poultry 
Farm,  Standoii,  Herts, 


JOHN     WHARTON,  Honeycott 

Farm,  Hawes,  Yorkshire,  25  3'ears  breeder  of 
Wyandottes  and  introducer  of  Partridge  and 
Silver  Pencilled  Wyandottes  into  England,  has 
always  on  sale  Partridge,  white  and  silver  pen- 
cilled. Stock  birds  from  10/6.  Exhibition  speci- 
mens from  30/-.  Utility  7/6  each.  Approval. 
During  past  25  years  Mr.  Wharton  has  won 
thousands  of  prizes  all  with  birds  his  own  rearing, 
and  he  has  at  least  bred  over  100  Dairy  and  Crystal 
Palace  ist  prize  winners.  He  has  successfully 
exported  birds  all  over  the  world!  He  is  open  to 
quote  for  any  variety,  carriage  paid  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  Visit  Honeycott  Farm  and  see  how 
the  birds  are  reared  goo  feet  above  sea  level. 


VARIOUS. 


MRS.   CHATTERTON,  Smarden, 

Kent.  Breeder,  Exhibitor,  Exporter  of  Rosecomb 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  2nd  and  3rd  prizes  Club  Show  ; 
Black  and  White  La  Bresse,  winners  of  many  Ist 
prizes ;  White  Orpingtons,  White  Wyandottes. 
Catalogue  free. 


PULLETS  (igii)  laying  ;  Wyandottes,  Orp- 
ingtons, 3s.  ;  White  Leghorns,  2s.  gd.  ;  few  good 
cocks  (igii)  4s.  6d. — Quinton,  Poultry  Farm, 
Birmingham. 


BARGAIN.  Pure  and  mixed  bred.  5  Ban- 
tams, and  7  fowls,  laying,  2s.  4d.  each ;  Bantams 
IS.  4d.  each,  21s.  lot. — Williams,  17,  Poplar  Ter- 
race, Pentrebach,  Merthyr. 


FOR  sale,  splendid  stock  cockerels,  March 
hatched.  White  Leghorn,  White  Wyandotte, 
Buff  Orpington,  Barron's  laying  strain,  Black 
Leghorn  and  Minorca,  Whitaker  and  Toothill, 
and  Cook's  strain  ;  Rhode  Island  Red,  De 
Graff's  4s.  each  to  clear. — Lochhead,  Cleland, 
Lanarkshiie. 

MRS.  HARRY  JONES,  The  Vicar- 

age,  Long  Lane,  Etwall,  Derby.  Eggs.  Cham- 
pion Cups,  Specials,  Medals,  P'irsts,  etc.  Guaran- 
teed cup  strains  for  show  and  hardy  layers, 
correctly  mated  to  produce  winners  by  my 
manager,  Robert  Butteriield,  late  of  Nafterton 
Hall,  headquarters  for  the  famous  Butterfields. 
Old  strains,  up-to-date  bred.  Barred  and  Buff 
Rocks,  Ai  pen  21s.,  No.  2  pen  6s.;  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  Ai  pen  21s.,  No.  2  pen  6s.  ;  Black  and 
White  Leghorns,  Buff  and  White  Orpingtons, 
White  and  Columbian  Wyandottes,  6s.  and 
3s.  6d.,  sittings,  pens  contain  cup  and  first 
winners.  12  eggs  12  chicks.  Catalogues  free. 
Vacancy  for  pupils. 

PYNE'S   FINAL  REDUCTION, 

3/6.  i'he  commonsense  and  supreme  advantage 
of  hatching  chicks  from  hardy  prolific  stock,  run- 
ning on  a  north-east  coast,moorland  farm  (Pyne's 
own  property)  is  obvious  !  Pyne's  reliable  Buff 
Orpington,  White  Orpington,  White  Wyandotte, 
Partridge  Wyandotte.  White  Leghorn  or  Black 
Leghorn  eggs  by  return  (Printed  guarantee 
enclosed)  3/6  dozen  ;  50,  12/6;  loo,  22/6  ;  special 
quality  7/6  dozen  ;  50,  27/-  ;  100,  50/-.  Every  egg 
guaranteed  fresh  and  fertile  and  from  vigorous 
expertly  mated  pens  of  prize  prolific  winter  layers. 
Pyne's  replace  all  unfertile  eggs,  or  if  10  eggs  out 
of  12  do  not  hatch  give  another  lot  half  price. 
More  painstaking  selection  is  bestowed  on  Pyne's 
than  on  most  guinea  sittings.  Assorted  eggs  sent 
if  desired,  name  alternative  breeds.  Pyne's  strains 
have  for  years  been  entered  in  the  Utility  Poultry 
Club  register,  and  bred  to  Poultry  Club  standard. 
Pyne's  customers  are  winners  not  only  at  the 
great  laying  competitions,  but  at  numerous  open 
exhibitions.  Pyne's  send  free  by  return  instructive 
catalogue,  describing  the  scientific  egg-recording 
system  of  breeding  originally  applied  by  them  in 
i8g2. — Pyne,  Ravenscar,  Yorkshire.  Note  !— 
Late  hatched  birds  of  Pyne's  strain  frequently 
make  steadiest  winter  layers  ;  chicks,  stock  birds, 
always  ready. 
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William  Cook  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
sJso  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 


Our  Sales  during  1911  have  been  enormous, 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

sejyd  for  free  catalogue. 

WILLIAM  COOK  U  SONS,  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 


—  For  full  details  of — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  a'though  sold  subject  to  Three  Months' 
Free  Trial,  only  ONE  Machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  191  1 
was  returned.    For  1912  still  further  improvements  are  introduced,  and 
these  can  be  seen  on  our  Stand  in  South  Gallery  at  the  Dairy  5how. 
GIVE    US   A  CALL. 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 


VAPORITE 

The  genuine  and  original 

SOIL  INSECTICIDE. 


VAPORITE  STRAWSON  CO.,  Ltd., 
Spenoer  House,  South  Place,  LONDON,  E.G. 


See  full-pa^e  Advertisement  on  Second  page  of  Cover. 

ART  G.  GILBERT, 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 
WILMINGTON,  KENT. 

Originator  of  the  BLUE  U  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 

Birds  of  this  and  other  Breeds  continue  to  WIN  at  all  the  Shoves 
in  this  and  Foreign  Countries.  A  postcard  will  bring  ycu  free  his 
latest  Catalogue. 


Ask  for 


pITE 


Horse 


WhisRy 

XOT  JUST 

A  whisky  and  soda." 


M4CKIE  U  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 


INTERESTED    IN  POULTRY? 


Then  write  to  the 


BOLTON  MODEL  POULTRY  FARM, 

WESTHOUGHTON,  LANCS., 

for  free  Catalogue  of 

PROFIT-EARNING  CHAMPION  BREEDS. 

Buff,  Black,  and  White  Orpingtons,  Blue  Leg- 
horns, Wyandottes,  Rhode  Island  Reds,  &c. 

Mention  The  Illustbaied  Poultet  Eecoed. 


FOR  PROMPT  DELIVERIES. 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  Specifications 
free  on  application  to 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO.,  w .  REDDITCH. 


LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

Contains  a  List  of  the  Leading  Breeders  in  ttie  United 
Kingdom  of  Horses,  Cattle,  Sheep,  Pigs,  Dogs, 
Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats,  Rabbits,  Cage  Birds,  etc. 

A  NECESSITY  TO  EVERY  BREEDER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  STOCK. 

Price  3s.  6d.  net. 
R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  LONDON,  E.f . 
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Art  C.  Gilbert, 

-  Originator  of  the  ^— ^— 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 
— — ^— and  the  ^— — 

BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nd  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good, opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE.— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  t'le  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  a?  C.  Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,     St.  Paul  s. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEIV1. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


"r  »  * 

3  iga^irfT  '^!] 

Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

^         119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT.  LONDON,  E.C.  j 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 
EVERY   DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  to  the  CONTINENT, 

COLONIES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 
London~90/'91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford-26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
iNIanchester — 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds — 47,  Pa,rk  Cross  Street. 
Paris — (Soci6t6  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reli-able  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


James  Athcrtoiv  Glover, 

Member  of  the  Black  and  United  Wyan- 
dotte Clubs,  Buff  and  Black  Orpington  Clubs^ 
Committee  Poultry  Club  (Lanes.  Branch), 
Committee  and  Club  Judge  Black  Wyandotte 
Club. 

Black  Wyandottes.— Club  Show,  1909. 

The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup. 

The  Hunter  Gandy  Cup  (outright). 

1st,  Pullets  ;  3rd,  Cockerels  ;  5th,  Cocks. 

Club  Show,  1910. 

The  Club  Challenge  Trophy  for  Best  Bird — over 
243  exhibits. 

The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup,  Best  Cockerel  or- 
Pullet. 

The  Kirkman  Rose  Bowl,  Best  Hen. 

The  Herbert  Bury  Cup  (outright).  Best  Cockerel.. 

1st,  2nd,  and  4th,  Hens. 

1st,  Cockerels. 

1st,  Breeding.Pens. 

4th  and  5th,  Pullets. 

1st  and  3rd,  Hen  or  Pullet. 

BIRDS  ALWAYS  ON  SALE  AND  EGGS  IN 
SEASON. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Export  Orders. 

Prospect  House,  Pimbo  Lane,  Upholland,. 
 Wigan,  Lancashire. 

The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities^ 


A  Special  Design  is  made_>£of  Hunting. 
Districts, 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD  Co^ 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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"COCK  O'  THE  WALK" 

POULTRY  MEAL, 


which  is  a  Cooked  Food  containing  MEAT,  should 
now  be  used  to  help  birds  which  are  moulting.    It  is 
invaluable  also  for  bringing 

"PULLETS  ON  TO  LAY." 

The  Most  Economical  Food  on  the  Market. 

14/-  per  1121b.,  carriage  paid. 

Free  Sample  and  Price  List  containing  a  treatise  on 
poultry-feeding,  also  full  details  to  enable  you  to  diag- 
nose any  poultry  diseases,  with  a  list  of  remedies 
which  are  made  from  the  prescriptions  of  the  foremost 
■  EXPERT  of  the  dav. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine  SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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CAPTAIN  M.  de  BATHE, 

HARTLEY  COURT,  READING. 

Successful  Breeder  or  .  .  . 

JUBILEE  AND  SPANGLED  ORPINGTONS. 

WINS    IN  1910: 

1st  and  3rd,  Dairy;  Two  ists,  Two  3rds,  Three  4ths,  Two  Res.,  also  2nd,  Two  3rds,  and  4th  Selling, 
Crystal  Palace;  Two  2nds,  Two  3rds,  Birmingham;  ist  and  3rd,  Tunbridge  Wells;  ist  and  3rd,  Bu-ken- 
head  ;  ist,  Hayward's  Heath  ;  Three  ists.  Three  2nds,  Utrecht  (Holland)  ;  Spangled  Orpington  Club 
Show',  3rd  Cockerel,  ist  and  2nd  Hens,  2nd-and  3rd  Pullets,  2nd  Selling  ;  besides  wins  at  smaller  shows. 
I  did  not  exhibit  any  birds  at  the  Jubilee  Orpington  Club  Show.  The  only  breeder  in  the  world  who  has 
won  best  in  show  with  a  Jubilee  Orpingtm  pullet. 

Other  Breeds  Kept  :   WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  BLACK  MINOKCAS,  BUFF  ORPINGTON  DUCKS, 
Pens  of  Birds  for  Sale  ;  also  Eggs  and  day-old  Chicks. 

.    10s.,  20s.,  and  30s.  per  doz. 
7s.  6d.  and  15s.  per  doz. 


WHITE  TURKEYS. 


PRICES 
OF 
EGGS 


Jubilee  Orpingtons 
Black  Minorcas  ... 
Spangled  Orpingtons 
Other  Breeds 


7s.  6d.,  12s.  6d.,  and  20s.  per  doz. 
7s.  6d.  and  15s.  per  doz. 


Day=old  ChicKs,  Double   Price  of  Eggs, 
White  Turkey  Eggs,  2s.  each. 

Stock  Turkevs  for  Sale  by  my  Winner  3rd  Dairy,  2nd  Birmingham,  1910. 

All  Bl/ds  Bred  and  Reared  at  Hartley  Court,  and  Sold  01  Three  Days'  Api^roval. 


A  LARGE  Free  Sample 

OF 

" NOTREX " 

CELEBRATED 

LAYING  MEAL 

will  be  sent  in  return  for 
Id.  stamp  to  cover  postage. 

Nutrex  Laying  Meal  PRODUCES  EGGS  iiv  abundance. 


NUTREX 


THE  KINO  OF  PODLTRY  FOODS 


Samples  of  all  kinds  of  Poultry  and  Chick  Foods 
on  demand. 


CHAMBERLAIN,  POLE  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

THE  Poultry  and  Chick  Food  Specialists, 
BROADMEAD,  BRISTOL. 


R.  T.  LANG 

LIMITED. 

Advertising 
Contractors. 


CLEVER  IDEAS: 

EFFICIENT  SERVICE. 

Write,  'phone,  or  call  TUDOR  HOUSE, 
TUDOR  STREET.  LONDON,  E.G. 


THE  lUUSTRATED 

POULTR'IC 
RECORD 


No.  2. 


Vol.  IV.       NOVEMBER,  191  i. 


Monthly  6d.  Net. 


William  Cook  &  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
also  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 

Our  Sales  during  1911  have  been  enormous. 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  CCOK  U  SONS.  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 


See  full-page  Advertisement  on  Second  page  of  Cover. 

ART  C.  GILBERT, 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 
WILMINGTON,  KENT. 

Originator  of  the  BLUE  U  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 


Birds  of  this  and  other  Breeds  continue  to  WIN  at  all  the  Shows 
in  this  and  Foreign  Countries.  A  postcard  will  bring  you  free  his 
latest  Catalogue. 


—  For  full  details  of — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  Advertiseme.  t 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  Thr^e  Months' 
Free  Trial,  only  ONE  Machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  1911 
was  returned.    For  1 91 2  still  further  improvements  are  introduced,  and 
these  can  be  seen  on  our  Stand  in  South  Gallery  at  the  Dairy  Show. 
GIVE    US   A  CALL. 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 

AsK  for  - 

WHITE  Horse 

V  Whisky 

NOT  JUST 

"A  whisRy  and  soda." 

MACKIE  S  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 

VAPORITE 

The  genuine  and  original 

SOIL  INSECTICIDE. 

VAPORITE  STRAWSON  CO.,  Ltd., 
Spencer  House,  South  Place,  LONDON,  E.G. 

INTERESTED  IN   POULTRY?            Then  write  to  the 

BOLTON  MODEL  POULTRY  FARM. 

WESTHOUGHTON,  LANCS., 

for  free  Catalogue  of 

PROFIT-EARNING  CHAMPION  BREEDS. 

Buff,  Black,  and  White  Orpingtons,  Blue  Leg- 
horns, Wyandottes,  Rhode  island  Reds,  &c. 

Mention  The  Illusteatkd  Poultey  Eecoed. 

FOR   PROMPT  DELIVERIES. 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  Specifications 
free  on  application  to 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO.,  m..  REDDITCH. 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

Contains  a  List  of  the  Leading  Breeders  in  the  United' 
Kingdom  of   Horses,    Cattle,    Sheep,    Pigs,  Dogs, 
Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats,  Rabbits,  Cage  Birds,  etc. 

A  NECESSITY  TO  EVERY  BREEDER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  STOCK. 

Price  3s.  6d.  net. 
F.  T.  LANG,  Ltd..  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  LONDON.  B.C. 
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Art  G.  Gilbert, 

Originator  of  the 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

and  the  — — 
BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  Novembet^,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Pt^izes,  SIX  2ncl  Prizes, 
FOUR  Srd   Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTfLITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  slock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE.— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

lor   Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable.':  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.    C.Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,     St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEM. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  iiot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,-  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 

EVERY  DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kindsof  Live  Stock  tothe  CONTINENT, 

COLON  I ES,  etc.,  b)'  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Lid. 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 
London— 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford— 26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham— 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester — 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds— 47,  Park  Cross  Street. 
Paris— (Society  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


James  Athcrton  Glover, 

Member  of  the  Black  and  United  Wyan- 
dotte Clubs,  Buff  and  Black  Orpington  Clubs,. 
Committee  Poultry  Club  (Lanes.  Branch), 
Committee  and  Club  Judge  Black  Wyandotte 
Club. 

Blac'c  Wyandottes.— Club  Show,  1909. 

The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup. 

The  Hunter  Gandy  Cup  (outright). 

1st,  Pullets  ;  3rd,  Cockerels  ;  5th,  Cocks. 

Club  Show,  1910. 

The  Club  Challenge  Trophy  for  Best  Bird— over 
243  exhibits. 

The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup,  Best  Cockerel  or- 
Pullet. 

The  Kirkman  Rosa  Bowl,  Best  Hen. 

The  Herbert  Bury  Cup  (outright),  Best  Cockerel- 

Ist,  2nd,  and  4th,  Hens. 

1st,  Cockerels. 

1st,  Breeding-Pens. 

4th  and  5th,  Pullets. 

1st  and  3rd,  Hen  or  Pullet. 

BIRDS  ALWAYS  ON  SALE  AND  EGGS  IN 
SEASON. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Export  Orders. 

Prospect  House,  PImbo  Lane,  Upholland,. 
Wigan,  Lancashire. 

The  Stanley  Cleft 
Ckestivut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities- 

m 


A  Special  Design  is  made  for  Hunting: 
Districts. 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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"COCK      THE  WALK 

POULTRY  MKAL, 


which  is  a  Cooked   Food  containing  MEAT,  should 
now  be  used  to  help  birds  which  are  moulting.     It  is 
invaluable  also  for  bringing 

"PULLETS  ON  TO  LAY." 

The  Most  Economical  Food  on  the  Market. 

14/-  per  1121b.,  carriage  paid. 

Free  Sample  and  Price  List  containing  a  treatise  on 
poultry-feeding,  also  full  details  to  enable  you  to  diag- 
nose any  poultry  diseases,  with  a  list  of  remedies 
which  are  made  from  the  prescriptions  of  the  foremost 
EXPERT  of  the  day. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine  SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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CAPTAIN  MAX  de  BATHE, 

HARTLEY  COURT,  READING. 

Telegrams  :  "Spencers  Wood."  Station  :  Reading. 


Successful   Breeder  of  .  .  . 

BLUE,  WHITE,  JUBILEE,  and  SPANGLED 
ORPINGTONS,  BUFF  ORPINGTON  DUCKS, 
WHITE  TURKEYS  &  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

WINS   AT   LEADING   SHOWS   IN  1911:   

Paris  Grand  International,  Four  Ists,  One  2nd  ;  Brussels  Grand  International,  Four  Ists  and 
Three  2nds  ;  Royal  Show  of  England,  Two  Ists,  2nd,  and  3rd  ;  Havward's  Heath,  1st  and  2nd 
Jubilee  Orpington  Cockerels  ;  Dairy,  Three  Ists,  Three  2nd3,  including  1st  and  2nd  and 
15  Guinea  Challenge  Cup  again  in    Cockerels,    1st    Pullets   in   Jubilee    Orpingtons;  besides 

numerous  wins  at  smaller  shows. 

Pens  of  Mated  Birds  to  Produce  Winners ;  also  Highest  Class  Utility 

Birds  for  Sale  ;  also"  Exhibition  Birds. 

ALL  MY  WINS  ARE  WITH   BIRDS   BRED  AND   REARED  AT  HARTLEY  COURT. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  World.  Eggs  in  Season. 


FEED  FOR  MORE  EGGS! 


FREE  Sample  ofj 

"  Nutrcx"  Egg  Producing 
Winter  Poultry  Food 

on  receipt  of  a  Id.  stamp  to  cover  postage.  Also 
spendidly  illustrated  Poultry  Book  free  of  charge. 

Sole  Manufacturers  : 

CHAMBERLAIN,  POLE  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

THE  Poultry  and  Chick  Food  Specialists, 
BRISTOL. 

N.B. — If  you  buy  Biscuit  and   Meat  Meal  write 
us  for  samples. 


NUTREX" 

The  Ring  of  Poultry  Foods. 


R.  T.LANG 

LIMITED. 

Advertising 
Contractors. 

CLEVER  IDEAS: 

EFFICIENT  SERVICE. 


Write,  phone,  or  call  TUDOR  HOUSE, 
TUDOR  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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William  Cook  s?  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
edso  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 

Our  Sales  during  1311  have  been  enormous. 

See  full-page  Advertisement  on  Second  page  of  Cover. 

ART  G.  GILBERT, 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 
WILMINGTON,  KENT. 

Originator  of  the  BLUE  U  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER  . 

SEXD  FOR   FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  COOK  §  SONS,  Orpington  House.  St.  Mary  Cray. 

Birds  of  this  and  other  Breeds  continue  to  WIN  at  all  the  Shows 
in  this  and  Foreign  Countries.    A  postcard  will  bring  you  free  his 
latest  Catalogue. 

—  For  full  details  of  — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  Three  Months' 
Free  Trial,  only  ONE  Machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  191 1 
was  returned.    For  1 91  2  still  further  improvements  are  introduced,  and 
these  can  be  seen  on  our  Stand  in  South  Gedlery  at  the  Dairy  Show. 
GIVE    US   A  CALL. 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 

Ask  for                 _  _ 

WHITE  Horse 

|f  ^  WhisRy 

XOT  JUST 

MACKIE  S  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 

VAPORITE 

The  genuine  and  original 

SOIL  INSECTICIDE. 

VAPORITE  STRAWSON  CO.,  Ltd., 
Spencer  House,  South  Place,  LONDON,  E.G. 

INTERESTED   IN   POULTRY?            Then  write  to  the 

BOLTON  MODEL  POULTRY  FARM. 

WESTHOUGHTON,  LANCS.. 

for  free  Catalogue  of 

PROFIT-EARNING  CHAMPION  BREEDS. 

Buff,  Black,  and  White  Orpingtons,  Blue  Leg-^ 
horns,  Wyandottes,  Rhode  Island  Reds,  &c.. 

Mention  The  Illustrated  Poultet  Eecoed. 

FOR   PROMPT  DELIVERIES. 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  Specifications 
free  on  application  to 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO..  ud ,  REDDITCH. 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

Contains  a  List  of  ttie  Leading  Breeders  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Horses,    Cattle,    Sheep,    Pigs,  Dogs, 
Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats,  Rabbits,  Cage  Birds,  etc. 

A  NECESSITY  TO  EVERY  BREEDER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  STOCK. 

Price  3s.  6d.  net. 
R.  T.  lANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  LONDON,  EX. 
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Art  G.  Gilbert, 

— — ^—  Originator  of  the  — 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPISMGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2ncl  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd   Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  aliaVarieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE —We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME  AND  SEE  THEM, 

lor  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  a?  C.Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,     St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEM. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


^^^^^^^^^^ 

Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 

EVERY  DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  tothe  CONTINENT, 

COLONIES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Established  1879.    Univfrsal  Carriers. 
London— 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford— 26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester— 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds— 47,  Park  Cross'Street. 
Paris — (Soci^t^  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


Mrs.  L  C.  PRIDE4UX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX, 

Specialist  in 

YOKOHAMAS  6  YOKOHAMA  BANTAMS. 


White  Yokohamas.    Dairy  Winner,  1909. 

BIRDS  AND  SITTINGS  FOR  SALE. 

Ists  Paris,  Hay  ward's  Heath,  Shrewsbury,  Palace 
(Club     Shows),       Birmingham,     Framlingham, . 
"  Specialist,"  and  Utrecht,  1910. 
1st  Paris,  1910  and  1911. 

Th€  Stanley  Ckft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made  for  Hunting,^ 
Districts. 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWO  OD  Ca> 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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Why  not  fill  YOUR  egg=basket  NOW  ; 


Always  a  full  egg-basket  in  winter 
if  Thorpe's  'Cock  of  the  Walk'  Poul 
try  Meal  is  used." 

This  -ivas  said  by  a  customer  of  oiirs 
■when  sending  this  photo  last  winter, 
■when  the  sno-svn-as  on  the  gronnd ;  the 
testimonial  is  entirely  unsolicited. 


This  ]\Ieal  is  a  cooked  food 
containing- 

Meal 

and  is  noted  for  its 

Egg=producing 
Qualities. 


14/-  per  cwt.,  carriag'e 
paid.    Sample  free. 


Now  is  the  time  when 

Palmer's 
Roup  Powder 

should  always  be  at  hand  to 
check   Roupy  Colds    in  their 
infancy.     Made   from  the 
prescription  of 

Mr.  G.  A.  Palmer, 

the  mcst   practical  expert  of 
the  day. 


Send  for  free  -price  list  of  all  feods 
and  medicines,  icliicJi  contains  a 
ti-eatise  on.  feedinf^  and  a  diag- 
vcsis  of  all  knoicn  diseases.  icitJi 
their  cures — 


A.  THORPE  6  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine 
SUSSEX   GROUND  OATs. 
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CAPTAIN  MAX  de  BATHE, 

HARTLEY  COURT,  READING. 

Telegrams  :  "Spencers  Wood."  Station:  Reading,  G.W.R. 


Champion   Breeder  of  .  .  . 

BLUE    and    JUBILEE  ORPINGTONS. 

Wins  at  DAIRY. 

1st,  15  Guinea  Challenge  Cup  ;  and  2nd — Jubilee  Orpington  Cockerels. 
1st,  Jubilee  Orpington  Pullets. 

PALACE. 

1st  and  15  Guinea  Challenge  Cup  ;  and  3rd — Jubilee  Orpington  Cockerels.    2iid,  Pullets.    3rd,  Hens. 

1st  and  Challenge  Cup  —  Blue  Orpington  Cockerels.    3rd,  Blue  Orpington  Cockerels 

1st  Challenge  Cup   International  trophy  for  best  Orpington  other  than  Buff — Pullets  (Blue  Orpington). 

2nd   Blue  Orpington  Pullets.       3rd,  Blue  Orpington  Pullets. 
1st  and  Challenge  Cup— Buff  Orpington  Drakes. 

Other  Breeds  kept : 

White    and   Spangled   Orpingtons,    White   Wyandottes,   White   Turkeys,    Buff  Orpington  Ducks. 

EXHIBITION    AND    UTILITY    BIRDS    ALWAYS    FOR  SALE. 
PENS  A  SPECIALITY.  EGGS  AND  DAY  OLD  CHICKS.  CATALOGUES  FREE. 


1 

1 

1 

lALBOl  1 

The 

1 

Verdict 

of  the 

Motor  Show 

Still  Invincible 


Specifications  and  full 
particulars  on  request. 

CLEMENT  TALBOT,  LTD., 

Automobile  Engineers, 

Barlby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove, 

LONDON,  w. 

Telegrams  :  Telephone  : 

"Clemtal,  London."      5006  Paddington. 


LOOK  AGAIN! 

Another  BUFF  ORPINGTON  exported  to  Germany  has  taken 
1st  Prizes  and  Specials  at  every  Show.  In  the  words  of  a  corre- 
spondent, "  Was  victorious  at  all  the  most  celebrated  shows,  and  is  surely 
tlie  best  bird  of  his  variety  in  Germany."  The  fanciers  there  are  most 
particular  as  to  type  in  every  way  and  will  have  nothing  else. 

Eggs  now  ready,  and  very  fertile,  7/6,  10/6,  15/6,  and! 
21/;  sitting.  Challenge  Cup  Winners,  specially  selected,  £2  2s.  Un- 
fertiles  replaced,  and  by  Chicks  when  from  best  pen. 

Chicks,  12/-,  21/-,  £2  2s.,  £4  4s.  a  dozen. 

A  few  1909  Cockerels  and  Pullets  left,  10/6,  15/6.  21/-,  and  upwards,., 
worth  double,  and  all  of  my  noted  £101  strain. 

MISS  GARRETT, 

Wellsley  Cottage, 
LONDON  ROAD,  SUTTON. 


The  CHIPMAN 

THER-MOTHER.  ' 


LAMPLESS  FOSTER-MOTHERS.  REARERS. 
AND  APPLIANCES. 

AWARDED  GOLD  MEDAL  AT  THE 
FESTIVAL  OF  EMPIRE. 


Illuslrated  Catalogue  post  free. 

COLUMBIA  POULTRY  YARDS, 
Colnbrook,  BUCKS. 
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Vol.  IV. 


JANUARY,  1912. 


Monthly  6d.  Net. 


William  Cook  &  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
also  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 


EGGS  FOR  SITTING  NOW  READY.   Orders  are  being  booked  for  Day-old  Chickens. 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  COOK  S  SONS,  Orpingtoiv  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 


See  full-page  Advertisement  on  Second  page  of  Cover. 

ART  G.  GILBERT, 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 
WILMINGTON,  KENT. 

Originator  of  the  BLUE  g  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 

Birds  of  this  and  other  Breeds  continue  to  WIN  at  all  the  Shows 
in  this  and  Foreign  Countries.  A  postcard  will  bring  you  free  his 
latest  Catalogue. 


—  For  full  details  of — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  A  dvertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  Three  Months' 

Free  Trial,  only  ONE  Machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  191 1 

was  returned.    For  1 91 2  still  further  improvements  are  introduced. 

FULL  PARTICULARS  IN  CATALOGUES 
SENT  POST  FREE    ON  APPLICATION. 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 


Ask  for 


WHITE 


Horse 

WhisKy 


NOT  JUST 

A  whisKy  and  soda.** 


MACKIE  S  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 


aw  SEND  ^  IQ  AT  ONCE  -^f 

FOR 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 
JUST  PUBLISHED. 

Sent  Post  Free,  "^^  t^^S.^?"'^u  p.- 

1  uoor  House,  Tudor  St.,  London,  E.G. 


W.  H.  COOK, 


Buy  your  Poultry,  Eggs,  and  Day-old  Chickens 
DIRECT  FROM  THE  BREEDER. 

MODEL  POULTRY  FARM, 
ST.  PAUL'S  CRAY,  Kent 

(Station,  St.MaryCray  ;  'Phone  39  Cray),, 
offers  the  largest  selection  and  best  stock 
in   England    for   HOME    and  EXPORT. 

Birds  supplied  for  the  Garden,  Estate,  Farm,  and  the  Fancier.  Highest  Class  Utility 
Laying  Strains  and  England's  best  Exhibition  Breeding  and  Show  Stock 
VISITORS   ALWAYS  WELCOME. 
Enquiries  and  orders  receive  prompt  personal  attention.    Sat^sfacticn  guaranteed. 


FOR  PROMPT  DELIVERIES 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  ^.Specifications 
free  on  application  to 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO..  m..  REDDITCH. 


NOW  READY. 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

Contains  a  List  of  the  Leading  Breeders  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Horses,    Cattle,   Sheep,   Pigs,  Dogs, 
Poultry,  Pigeons^  Goats,  Rabbits,  etc. 
A  NECESSITY  TO  EVERY  BREEDER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  STOCK^ 

Price  3s.  6cl.  net. 
R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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Art  G.  Gilbert, 

-  Originator  of  the  ^— — — — . 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows  :— 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nd  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of.!  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  aliaVarieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  lor  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
lor  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE.— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  £?  C.  Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,  a?  St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


January,  1912. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEM. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT,  LONDON.  E.C. 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 
EVERY   DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  tothe  CONTINENT, 

COLON  I ES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Established  1879.    Univ.Tsal  Carriers. 
London— 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford -26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester — 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds— 47,  Park  Cross  Street. 
Paris — (Societ<^  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reli-abls  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  qiving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  qiven  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


Mrs.  L  C.  PRIDE AUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX, 

Specialist  in 

YOKOHAMAS  U  YOKOHAMA  BANTAMS- 


White  Yokohamas.    Dairy  Winner,  1909. 

BIRDS  AND  SITTINGS  FOR  SALE. 

Ists  Paris,  Havward's  Heath,  Shrewsbury,  Palace 
(Club     Shows),       Birmingham,  Framlingham, 
"  Specialist,"  and  Utrecht,  1910. 
1st  Paris,  1910  and  1911. 

The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made  for  Hunting 
Districts. 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD  Co., 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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Why  not  fill  YOUR  egg=basket  NOW? 


Always  a  full  egg-basket  in  winter 
if  Thorpe's  'Cock  of  the  Wa'k'  Poul- 
try Meal  is  used." 

This  was  said  by  a  customer  of  ours 
■when  sending  this  photo  last  winter, 
when  the  snow  was  on  the  ground ;  the 
testimonial  is  entirely  unsolicited. 


This  Meal  is  a  cooked  food 
containing 

Meat 

and  is  noted  for  its 

Egg=producing 
Qualities. 


14/-  per  cwt.,  carriage 
paid.    Sample  free. 


Now  is  the  time  when 

Palmer's 
Roup  Powder 

should  always  be  at  hand  to 
check    Roupy  Colds   in  their 
infancy.     Made   from  the 
prescription  of 

Mr.  G.  A.  Palmer, 

the  most   practical  expert  of 
the  day. 


Sciid  for  free  price  list  of  all  fcods 
and  medicines,  wliich  contains  a 
treatise  on  feeding  and  a  diag- 
ncsis  cf  all  knczcn  diseases,  with 
their  cures — 


A.  THORPE  e  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine 
SUSSEX   GROUND  OATS. 
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AMERICAN  LEGHORNS. 

HERBERT  V.  TORMOHLEN, 

Breeder,  Exhibitor,  and  Exporter 
of  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

bred  according  to  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection.  Our  birds  cannot  be  surpassed 
for  beauty  or  utility.  Will  book  a  limited  number  of  orders  of  eggs  for  early  spring 
delivery  at  the  special  price  to  English  breeders  of  15  shillings  per  setting  of  15  eggs. 

H.  V.  TORMOHLEN,  First  National  Banic  Building,  PORTLAND,  INDIANA. 


Yorkshire  Council   for  Agricultural  Education, 

MANOR   FARM,  GARFORTH. 

WHITE    LEGHORNS  SINGLE-COMBED  RHODE  ISLAND 
(Danish  Imported).  REDS  (Imported  from  America). 

SILVER-LACED  WYANDOTTES.  FAVEROLLES. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS  SCOTCH  GREYS. 

Prices  on  application  to  FRED.    W.  PARTON,   THE   UNIVERSITY,  LEEDS. 


COCKERELS 
FOR  SALE. 


For  SAFE  and  SECURE 
Motoring  in  Winter  drive  the 


THE  BEST  OF  BRITISH  CARS. 

Specifications  and  full  particulars  on  request. 

CLEMENT  TALBOT,  LTD.,  Aiitouwbilc  Engineers, 
Barlby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove,  London,  W. 

Telegrams — "  Clemtil,  London."        Telephone — 5006  Paddington. 


LOOK  AGAIN! 

Another  BUFF  ORPINGTON  exported  to  Germany  has  taken 
1st  Prizes  and  Specials  at  every  Show.  In  the  words  of  a  corre- 
spondent, "  Was  victorious  at  all  the  most  celebrated  shows,  and  is  surely 
the  best  bird  of  his  variety  in  Germany."  The  fanciers  there  are  most 
particular  as  to  type  in  every  way  and  will  have  nothing  else. 

Eggs  now  ready,  and  very  fertile,  7/6,  10/6,  15/6,  and 
21/-  sitting.  Challenge  Cup  Winners,  specially  selected,  £2  2s.  Un- 
fertiles  replaced,  and  by  Chicks  when  from  best  pen. 

Chicks,  12/-,  21/-,  £2  2s.,  £4  4s.  a  dozen. 

A  few  1909  Cockerels  and  Pullets  left,  10/6,  15/6,  21/-,  and  upwards, 
worth  double,  and  all  of  my  noted  £101  strain. 

MISS  GARRETT, 

Wellsley  Cottage, 
LONDON  ROAD,  SUTTON. 


The  CHIPMAN 

THER-MOTHER." 


LAMPLESS  FOSTER-MOTHERS.  REARERS, 
AND  APPLIANCES. 


AWARDED  GOLD  MEDAL  AT  THE 
FESTIVAL  OF  EMPIRE. 


Illustrated  Catalogue  post  /ree. 

COLUMBIA  POULTRY  YARDS, 
Colnbrook,  BUCKS. 
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William  Cook  &  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
also  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 

EGGS  FOR  SITTING  NOW  READY.   Orders  are  being  booked  for  Day-old  Chickens. 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER 

SEND  FOR  FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  COOK  g  SONS,  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 

The  Revival  of  the  Poultry  Industry. 

HOW  YOU  MAY  BENEFIT 

Read  the    Waverley    Book   Company* s 
announcement  on  page  xiii.  of  this  issue,  and 

SEND  FOR  THE  FREE  POULTRY  BOOK  TO-DAY 

LEA -FRANC  IS 

for  the  best  Cycles  in  the  World 

also  for 

LEA'S    REFLEX    LIGHT  (Automatic) 

for  all  Vehicles. 
Send  for  Catalogues — 

LEA  &  FRANCIS,  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 

Ask  for                  -  - 

WHITE  Horse 

V  WhisKy 

XOT  JUST 

•*A  whisky  and  soda." 

MACKIE  U  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 

SEND  3/6  ^^^^ 

FOR 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 
JUST  PUBLISHED. 

Sent  Post  Free,    xudor  Houle.  T^dTst^^L^don. 

"THE    HOME    OF    THE  ORPINGTONS." 

I  owQ  the  largest  and  best  stock  of  Exhibition  and  Utility  Buff.  Black,  White.  Blue. 
Cuckoo.  Jubilee  and  Spangle  "ORPINGTONS"  in  the  World. 

Buy  your  Poultry,  Eggs,  and  Day-old  Chickens 
DIRECT  FROM  THE  BREEDER. 

lAf      1 1                           MODEL  POULTRY  FARM, 

W  H  GDUK  ^^^^^^ 

■  ■  ■     ■  ■  ■     ^                ■  ^  J  (Station.  St.Mary  Cray;  'PhoDe  ;9  Crayi.. 

Birds  supplied  for  the  Garden.  Estate.  Farm,  and  Fancier.  Highest  Class  Utility- 
Laying  Strains  and  England's  best  Exhibition  Breeding  and  Show  Stock 

VISITORS   ALW.AYS  WELCOME. 
All  varieties  of  Fowls  and  Ducks.                           Exporter  all  Parts. 

FOR   PROMPT  DELIVERIES. 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  Specifications 
free  on  application  to 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO.,  i.d ,  REDDITCH. 

DELAHAYE  CARS. 

NEW  and  SECOND-HAND,  from  I  to  60  h.-p. 

Write  for  List  to  Sole  Concessionaires — 

H.  M.  HOBSON,  LTD., 

16,  PALL  MALL,  S.W. 

Telephone — 4595  Mayfair. 
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Art  C.  Gilbert, 

— Originator  of  the  — 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

and  the  ^— 
BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES  :  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nd  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
ofi  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varleties^of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORGAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c,  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  lor  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  slock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Fen.  This  is  a  good  opportuniiy 
lor  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE.— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.     1  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  fi?  C.  Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,  fi?  St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


February,  1912. 


THE    ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY  RECORD. 


vil 


CONTENTS. 

Pagp: 


Diary  of  the  Month  : 

The  1911  Statistics          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  1S9 

A  Glance  Backward,  A  Xotable  Change,  "More  Common  Sense  and  Less  Wire  Xettins^'"  ...  190 

The  Wav  of  Intensiveness,  Retail  Prices  and  Producers'  Returns       ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Leading  Articles  : 

Permanent  Arable  Land  for  Poultry           ...  ...  ...  ...  By  Miss  A.  S.  Galbraith  192 

The  Profits  From  a  15-Acre  Poultry-Farm  ...  ...  ...  ...  By  J.  Stephen  Hicks  194 

Breeds  and  Ideals          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  By  Wilfrid  H.  G.  Ewart  196 

Poultry  in  Elementary  Schools     ...           ...  ...  ...  ...Fiy  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  198 

Who's  Who  in  the  Poultry  World            ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...           ...  201 

The  Care  of  the  Sitting  Hen         ...          ...  ...  ,..  ...  By  Fred.  W.  Parton  20.^ 

Poultry  and  Gardening      ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    By  F.  E.  Green  204 

The  Russian  Egg  Trade       ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  205 

On  Matinc;  Poultry'...          ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...          ...  206 

Thf:  New  Poultry  Building  at  Cornell  University,  U.S. .A.  ...  ...  By  Prof.  James  E.  Rice  207 

Poultry  Culture  in  New  Zealand  ...          ...  ...  ...  By  F.  Brown,  Wellington,  N.Z.  209 

Second  Annual  New  Zealand  Conference  i...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...         ...  2x0 

Automatic  Release-Door  for  Poultry-Houses  ...  ...  ...  By  H.  V.  Tormohlen  211 

Correspondence— The  Australian  Laying  Competit  on  (D.  F.  Laurie)  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Fanciers  and  Fancy  Matters           ...          ...  ....  ...  By  William  W.  Broomhead  212 

Bantams  for  Am.ateurs        ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...          ...  213 

A  Back-Yard  Poultry-House  and  Run         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    By  A.  C.  Horth  214 

The  Choosing  of  a  Breed    ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  216 

The  Egg-Scarcity  :  and  How  It  is  Caused  ...  ...  ...  By  Nora  Tynan  O'Mahony  217 

High  Individual  Laying  Records     ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...         ...  218 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Germany  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          .-■  218 

P'ebruary  Notes  for  Amateurs        ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  220 

The  Rot.^tion  of  Production           ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  By  J.  W.  Hurst  220 

The  Abuse  of  the  Judging-Stick      ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ■••          ...  221 

Some  Common  Diseases  and  their  Cure        ...  ...  ...  ...  By  C.  Bruce  Taberner  222 

Healthy  Stock        ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  222 

The  Turkeys  History          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  223 

Pancakes      ...          ...          ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          •■  224 

Feather-Eating       ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...         ...  225 

The  Poultry  Industry'  in  1911         ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .          ...          ...  226 

Correspondencp: — Proposed  Table  Poultry  Club  (T.  H.  Wheeler;  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 

The  Poultry  Club  ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  227 

The  Utility  Poultry  Club  ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  227 

Northern  Utility  Poultry  Society...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  229 

Table  of  January  Poultry,  &c.,  Prices  Quoted  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  230 

Trade  Notices         ...         ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...          ...          ...  231 


X. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD, 


February,  1912. 


AMERICAN  LEGHORNS. 

HERBERT  V.  TORMOHLEN,  l^VoZl^ii^\Vi^S^^^'^ 

Breeder,  Exhibitor,  and  Exporter 
of  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

bred  according  to  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection.  Our  birds  cannot  be  surpassed 
for  beauty  or  utility.  Will  book  a  limited  number  of  orders  of  eggs  for  early  spring 
d.-'liv.^ry  at  the  special  price  to  English  breeders  of  15  shillings  per  setting  of  15  eggs. 

H.  V.  TORMOHLEN,  First  National  Bank  Building,  PORTLAND,  INDIANA. 


Yorkshire   Council   for  Agricultural  Education, 

MANOR   FARM.  GARFORTH. 

WHITE    LEGHORNS  SINGLE-COMBED  RHODE  ISLAND 
(Danish  Imported).  REDS  (Imported  from  America). 

SILVER-LACED  WYANDOTTES.  FAVEROLLES. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS.  SCOTCH  GREYS. 

Prices  on  application  to  FRED.    W.   PARTON,    THE   UNIVERSITY,  LEEDS. 


COCKERELS 
FOR  SALE. 


The 
Car 
that  is 
entirely 
dependable 


the    Car   of    proved  Invincibility. 

The  Talbot  is  the  car  which  has  behind  it 
the  experience  of  years,  the  recommendation 
of  thousands  of  satisfied  owners,  and  the  record 
of  continuous  invincibiUty  in  all  forms  of  trials. 
Specifications  and  full  particulars  on  request. 

CLEMENT  TALBOT,  LTD.,  Aiitvmobile  Engineers, 
Barlby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove,  London,  W. 

Telegrams — "  Clemtal,  London."       Telephone — 5006  Padding  ton. 


LOOK  AGAIN! 

Another  BUFF  ORPINGTON  exported  to  Germany  has  taken 
1st  Prizes  and  Specials  at  every  Show.  In  the  words  of  a  corre- 
spondent, "  Was  victorious  at  all  the  most  celebrated  shows,  and  is  surely 
the  best  bird  of  his  variety  in  Germany."  The  fanciers  there  are  most 
particular  as  to  type  in  every  way  and  will  have  nothing  else. 

Eggs  now  ready,  and  very  fertile,  7/6,  10/6,  15/6,  and. 
21/-  sitting.  Challenge  Cup  Winners,  specially  selected,  £2  2s.  Un- 
fertiles  replaced,  and  by  Chicks  when  from  best  pen. 

Chicks,  12/-,  21/-,  £2  2s.,  £4  4s.  a  dozen. 

A  few  1909  Cockerels  and  Pullets  left,  10/6,  15/6,  21/-,  and  upwards, 
worth  double,  and  all  of  my  noted  £101  strain. 

MISS  GARRETT, 

Wellsley  Cottage, 
LONDON  ROAD,  SUTTON. 


"  THER-MOTHER  " 

PATBiST  NO.  S020 


THE  CHIPMAN 

Awarded  Gold  Medal  I  II  |H|  A  I  F  ^ 
Festival  of  Empire,  11.        Lf4IwI  B     lab  WW 

FOSTER-MOTHERS  AND  REARERS. 

The  original  and  only  appliance  successful  in  all  its  workings 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  Does  away  with  the  losses  and 
worries  of  the  old  methods  and  assures  better  chicks  at  less  cost. 

Our  Illustrated  Catalogue,  B23,  will  prove  most  interesting. 
Post  free.    Patentees  and  Sole  Manufacturers  : 

C  H  I  P  M  A  N  S  , 

Columbia  Poultry  Yards,  Colnbrook,  Bucks 
(20  acres). 

Columbia  Sectional  Building  'Vorks,  Kingston  Rd., 
Staines,  Middlesex. 


THE  ILLUSTRAT 


V 


POULTR 
RECORD 


No.  6. 


Vol.  IV. 


MARCH.  1912. 


Monthly  6d.  Net. 


William  Cook  &  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
also  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 


EGGS  FOR  SITTING  NOW  READY.   Orders  are  being  booked  for  Day-old  Chickens. 

SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

SEAW  fOR   FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  COOK  U  SONS.  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 


LEA -FRANC  IS 


for  the  best  Cycles  in  the  World 

also  for 

LEA'S    REFLEX    LIGHT  (Automatic) 

for  all  Vehicles. 
Send  for  Catalogues — 

LEA  &  FRANCIS,  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 


The  Revival  of  the  Poultry  Industry. 

HOW  YOU  MAY  BENEFIT 

Read  the  Wavsrley  Book  Company' s 
announcement  on  page  v.  of  this  issue,  and 

SEND  FOR  THE  FREE  POULTRY  BOOK  TO-DAY 


Ask  for 


PITE 


Horse 

Whisky 


NOT  JUST 

A  whisky  and  soda.** 


MACKIE  S  CO.  DISTILLERS,  Ltd. 


WW  SEND 


3/6 


AT  ONCE 


FOR 


LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 
JUST  PUBLISHED. 

Sent    Fosf    Free.       Tudor  iJluIe,  T^di?St.!'L?ndon,  e.c. 


)S^ 

7c 


HEARSON'S  INCUBATORS 

Have    stood    the    Test  of 

■x*  I  m  E  ■ 

See  Full  Page  Advertisement  on  Page  VI. 

SPRATT'S  Ltd., 

24  &  25,  FENCHURCH  STREET   LONDON,  E.C. 

Show  Rooms  :  235,  Regent  Street.  W. 


Catalogues  Free  by 
Post  on  application  to 
the  Sole  Proprietors : 


OR   PROMPT  DELIVERIES. 

ROYAL  ENFIELD 

TRADESMAN'S  CARRIER. 

Quotations  and  Specifications 
free  on  application  to" 

ENFIELD  CYCLE  CO.,  itd .  REDDITCH. 


DELAHAYE  CARS. 

NEW  and  SECOND-HAND,  from  8  to  60  h.-p. 


Write  for  List  to  Sole  Concessionaires — 

H.  M.  HOBSON,  LTD., 

16,  PALL  MALL,  S,W. 

Telephone — 4595  Mayfair. 
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Art  G.  Gilbert, 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2ncl  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 


From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpbgton  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  lor  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
tor  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE. —We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME  AND  SEE  THEM, 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 


or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 


Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality. 


INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone : 
37  SWANLEY. 


Telegraph  and  Cable  : 
GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 


Station:  London  Stations : 

SWANLEY.S.E.  ef.C.Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,  &  St.  Paul's. 


ONLY  ADDRESS: 


SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


March,  1912. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  hi  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEIVI. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 

EVERY  DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  to  the  CONTINENT, 

COLONIES,  etc.,  hy  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 
London— 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford— 26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester— 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds — 47,  Park  Cross  Street. 
Paris — (Soci6t6  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau. 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


Mrs.  L.  C.  PRIDEAUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX, 

Specialist  in 

YOKOHAMAS  U  YOKOHAMA  BANTAMS. 


White  Yokohamas.    Dairy  Winner,  1909, 

BIRDS  AND  SITTINGS  FOR  SALE. 

ists    Dairy,    Hay  ward's    Heath,  Bir- 
mingham,  Palace,   Royal.   Paris,  and 
Utrecht,  igio-il. 


The  Stanley  Cleftf 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 


lU  1 

* 

j 

rTTTT^ 

nff 

A  Special  Design  is  made  for  Hunting 
Districts. 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD  Co., 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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"CHICKS  grow  BETTER  and  QUICKER 

"and  I  have  lost  fewer  this  Season  with  your  Chick  Foods  than  when  using  any  other  Food." 

This  is  the  unsolicited  report  of  last  years  results,  received  from  D.  C.  Winton,  Esq.,  of  Speldhurst. 

We  make  our 

MY 
CHICK  FOODS 

in  5  qualities  from 

12/6  per  \\Z  lbs. 

carriage  paid. 


Free  samples,  price  list,  treatise 
on  poiiltyy-feediiig,  and  a 
(iiailnosis  of  all  poultry  ail- 
ments -d'itli  their  cure. 


Our 

^^LACTOMA" 

Chicken  Meal 

IS  a  cooked  food  containing 
over   10%  dried  Milk. 

16/6  per  cwt. 


Carriage  Paid. 


NOTE.— Miss  Rayment,  of 
Staplehurst,  says 

I  have  been  very  successful  with 
"  your  '  Lactoma,  on  which  I  have 
"  reared  500  strong  and  healthy 
"chicks,  selling  same  at  2  and  3 
"  weeks  earlier  than  on  any  other 
"iood  I  have  used." 


A.  THORPE  6  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine 
SUSSEX   GROUND  OATS. 
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AMERICAN  LEGHORNS. 

HERBERT  V.  TORMOHLEN,  ™^S"l™v  Vr'?«T*'* 

Breeder,  Exhibitor,  and  Exporter 
of  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

bred  according  to  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection.  Our  birds  cannot  be  surpassed 
for  beauty  or  utility.  Will  book  a  limited  number  of  orders  of  eggs  for  early  spring 
d;^liviry  at  the  special  price  to  English  breeders  of  15  shillings  per  setting  of  15  eggs. 

H.  V.  TORMOHLEN,  First  National  Bank  Building,  PORTLAND,  INDIANA. 


Yorkshire  Council   for  Agricultural  Education, 

MANOR   FARM.  GARFORTH. 

WHITE    LEGHORNS  SINGLE-COMBED  RHODE  ISLAND 
(Danish  Imported).  REDS  (Imported  from  America). 

SILVER-LACED  WYANDOTTES.  FAVEROLLES. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS  SCOTCH  GREYS. 

Prices  on  application  to  FRED.    W.   PARTON,   THE    UNIVERSITY,  LEEDS. 


COCKERELS 
FOR  SALE. 


The  Car  that  is 
named  'Invincible 
by   proved  right. 


Specifications  and  full  particulars  on  request. 
CLEMENT  TALBOT,  LTD., 
Automobile  Engineers, 
Barlby  Road,  Ladliroke  Grove,  London,  W. 


Send  for  a  copy  of  the  Booklet  containing  the 
opinions  of  the  Press  on  the  Invincible  Talbot 


POULTRY  FARIVIING 

The  Burning  Question  of  the  Day. 
We  help  you   to   make  it  Pay. 

REMARKABLE  EVIDENCE. 

7,  Pembroke  Avenue,  Sliireliampton,  Bristol. 

18/12/11. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  an  egg  laid  on  tlie  16th  Dec, 
1911,  by  a  pullet  hatched  on  the  30th  of  April,  1911;  it  weighs 
31  ozs.,  measures,  oblong,  7^  inches;  girth,  6  inches. 

I  had  one  pound  of  j'our  Poultry  Mustard  on  the  9th  Dec. 
1911,  and  commenced  using  it  same  date.  Already  we  find 
our  fowls  are  laying  much  better;  we  have  four  pullets  laying, 
and  since  the  9th  we  have  had  16  eggs  from  them.  Well,  that 
is  what  I  consider  good  laying  for  December.  The  buff  Orping- 
ton pullet  laid  four  days  in  succession  before  laying  the  large- 
egg  I  enclose.  I  shall  recommend  your  Poultry  Mustard  to 
other  people.  Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  egg  and  oblige. — 
Yours  respectfully,  James  Rich. 

Smallholders'  Supply  Association, 

147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 


Scientific  experiment  by  poultry  experts  has  proved  that 
ordinary  condiments  might  produce  more  eggs  for  the  moment, 
but  afterwards  ruin  the  bird.  Mustard,  however,  has  proved 
an  egg-increaser  and  tonic,  without  any  injurious  after-effects. 
But  ordinary  mustard  must  not  be  used,  for,  apart  from  its 
expense,  it  is  most  unsuitable,  and  therefore  the  Smallholders'^ 
Supply  Association  have  made  arrangements  with  the  pro- 
prietors for  a  special  grade  of 

POULTRY  MUSTARD 

(COLMAN'S) 

Poultry  Mustard  can  be  hid  31bs.,2/6;  S  51bs.,  4/-,  postfree. 


Smallholders'  Supply  Association. 

Head  Office:  147,  STROUD  GREEN  ROAD,  LONDON,  N. 
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No.  7. 


Vol.  IV. 


APRIL.  1912. 


Monthly  6d.  Net. 


William  Cook  &  Sons 

claim  not  only  to  be  the  oldest  Breeders,  but 
also  the  largest  Breeders  in  this  Country. 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS. 

EGGS  FOR  SITTING  NOW  READY.   Orders  are  being  booked  for  Day-old  Chickens. 


SEE  FULL=PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

SEND  FOR   FREE  CATALOGUE. 

WILLIAM  COOK  U  S^S,  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Criiy. 


—  For  full  details  of  — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  althoug'i  sold  subjedl  to  Three  Months' 
Free  Trial,  only  ONE  machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  191  1 

was  returned 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucestar. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS    &  BROODERS 

as  advertised  on  page  X. 


Send  for  Catalogue,  posted  free,  to 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.C. 


PHOSTO 


Unrivalled  for 

EGG  PRODUCTION. 
FERTILITY  g  CONDITION. 


If  not   usin^,    START  NOW. 


Write  for  full  particulars  to 

PHOSTO    CO.,    Emsvrorth,  Hants. 


SEND  O^CE 

FOR 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

Sent  Post  Free,    judor  li^uTe,  tu<w  st.!'London,  e.c. 


HEARSON'S  INCUBATORS 

Have    stood    the    Test  of 
See  Full  Page  Advertisement  on  Page  VI. 


Catalogues  Free  by 
Post  on  application  to 
the  Sole  Proprietors : 


SPRATT'S  Ltd., 

24  &  25,  FENCHURCH  STREET   LONDON,  E.C. 

Show  Rooms  :  235,  Regent  Street,  W. 


WINNING  STRAINS 


BUFF  AND  WHITE 


ORPINGTONS 

Winners  in  this  country  and  in 
America  at  the  Firsft-class  Shows 

Catalogue  and  Prices  on  Application  to 

MISS  CAREY,   Toynton  Redtory,  Spilsby 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  -J^S^ 

Specialists  in 

CHICK    FOODS,    CHICKEN  MEAL, 

AND 

POULTRY  MEDICINES. 


See  Large  Advertisement  on  Page  IX. 
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Art  G.  Gilb 


5 


Originator  of  the 


BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 

and  the  ^— 
BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows  ;— 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2ncl  Prizes, 
FOUR  Srd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
ofj  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  Srd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  IVledals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME  AND  SEE  THEM, 

or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S-E-i^lCRly.    Victoria,  Holborn,     St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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"™".r?wi;^  «*"THRlVEX"ii..  Chicks' j.y.F«<( » 
GOOD  STUFF  W  'THRIVEX"  Chickciv  Meal  (SS) 

The  Chickowners  best  Safeguard  against  disappointment  and  loss  is  to  rear  all  the  vounp-^tpr-;  m  "  THOlvirv  ^     „    j     j.    .  j  r-u-  ^  t 

that  not  only  builds  fine,  strong.  heaUhy  birds,  but  re-cnarges  delicate  chicks  with  fresh  Stv  savin^^^  a  proved  and  tested  Chick  Feed 
"  THRIVEX"  is  no  ordinary %hick  feed-it  is  different,   and  superior,  to  Til  o  hers  cS^^^^^ 

thriving  at  a  rapid  rate     You  want  the  best-that's  "THRIVEX."    Get  some  to  day     If  vonr  dLlTl^^^^^  They  cannot  h  Ip 

J     ME^VmSH  "Ltd"-  :r'-  '-'^T  'J^-'-'  "  °°^-o  Scott^drd1rctn:i  iT^e'r^clT'l^tJa.^ 

J.  MELHUISH,   Ltd..  Poultry.  Game,  and  Dog  Food  Manufacturers.  ARMADA  PLACE.  BRISTOL.   (Estab  30  years  ) 


Take  your  Cue  from 
the  Talbot  Motorist 
and    look  after 
your  Pockets 


'•  Economy  of  Upkeep  "  marks  the  scoring  point  of 
tlie  Invincible  Talbot,  whilst  its  efiiciency  and  re 
liability  enable  it  to  comfortably  "give  one  away" 
to  its  competitors.  Talbot  owners  know,  from  the 
consistency  of  Talbot  cars,  just  how  to  "  cut  their 
cloth."  Write  for  catalogue  to-day— don't  give 
it  "a  miss"— it  will  be  your  "winning  hazard." 


CLEMENT  TALBOT,  Ltd., 

A»to?/!ol>iie  Etiginecrs , 
BARLEY  ROAD,  LADBROKE  GROVE. 
Telegrams  :  "  Clemtal,  London."       Telephone  :  50C6  Paddinston. 


SUCCESSFUL 

CHICKEN  REARING 

IS    a    matter  of   proper  feeding.       Hundreds   of  users  of— 


CHICKEN  MEAL 

have  now  solved  the  problem  of  getting  healthy  chicken  that 
feather  early,  develop  big  frame  and  a  constitution  that  will, 
stand  the  strain  of  variable  climatic  conditions. 

Hundreds  of  last  year's  users  write  us  recording  their 
astonishing  success  in  the  worst  season  for  fifteen  years. 

We  know  that  it  is  the  finest  chicken  meal  in  the  world,  and 
that  the  best  chickens  are  reared  on  it,  and  therefore  offer 
prizes  to  the  value  of 

£200  IN  CASH. 

Write  now,  please,  for  Schedule  of  this 
GREAT  VICTORIA  COMPETITION 
whicti  will  be  sent  FREE  6  POST  PAID. 

Your  Dealer  probably  sells  Victoria  Chicken  Meal.  If  not, 
he  will  get  it  because  it  is  the  finest  selling  food  he  can  buy. 

SPILLERS    &    BAKERS,  Ltd., 
327,  Bute  Street,  CARDIFF. 

Factories  also  at  London  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


AMERICAN  LEGHORNS. 

11I?01M?UT'  \f    TrtOl^/I^Hl  17M    THE  POPULAR  American 

tllliKDiLKl     V.     IIJKJnlfllLjiljI^,    -     POULTRY  WRITER,  - 

Breeder,  Exhibitor,  and  Exporter 
of  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

bred  according  to  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection,  Our  birds  cannot  be  surpassed 
for  beauty  or  utility.  Will  book  a  limited  number  of  orders  of  eggs  for  early  spring 
dfliv^ry  at  the  special  price  to  English  breeders  of  15  shillings  per  setting  of  15  eggs. 

H.  V.  TORMOHLEN,  First  National  Bank  Building,  PORTLAND,  INDIANA. 
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"MY    CHICKS    DID  WELL 

as  long  as  I  fed  them  on  your  Dry  Chick  Foods;  as  soon  as  I  feed  them  on  other  food  some  of  them  had  the  scour." 

An  entirely  unsolicited  statement  from  T.  Hardy,  Esq.,  of  Bulphan. 

CHICK  FOODS  I      ■  "  '""^ 

  /  out  for 

made  in  5  qualities  from  /  r^o*^  x 

12  6  per  112  lbs.        ,  it^®"^^,  |         "  GAPES," 

carnage  paid.  -s^i  i— ''Sii^  i  ■ 

Remember,  "  prevention  is 
better  than  cure." 

Details  of  all  diseases 
with  their  cures  and  Price 
List  of  all  Foods,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Feeding,  sent 
free. 


Our 


**LACTOMA'^ 

Chicken  Meal 


is  a  cooked  food  containing 
over    1  0  %   dried  Milk. 
Price 

16/6  per  112  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid. 

A.  THORPE  6  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine 
SUSSEX   GROUND  OATS. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  hi  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEM. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  afforded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-moisture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 
the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY    PAVEMENT,  LONDON,  E.C 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 
EVERY   DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  tothe  CONTINENT, 

COLONIES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 

London — 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford— 26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester — 61,  I3!oom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds — 47,  Park  Cross  Street. 
Paris — (Soci^t^  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau. 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


Mrs.  L.  C.  PRIDEAUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX, 

Specialist  in 

YOKOHAMAS  8  YOKOHAMA  BANTAMS 


White  Yokohamas.    Dairy  Winner,  1909. 

BIRDS  AND  SITTINGS  FOR  SALE. 

ists    Dairy,    Hayward's    Heath,  Bir- 
mingham,   Palace,   Royal.   Paris, 9'and 
Utrecht,  1910-11. 

The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL-^ 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made  lot  Hunting 
Districts. 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD  Co.. 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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Monthly  6d.  Net, 


William  Cook  &  Sons 

ORIGINATORS  OF  THE  ORPINGTONS, 

possess  the  finest  hatch-ng  plant  in  the 
United     Kingdom    (egg    capacity  over 

  15,000),  and  can  now  supply  

RELIABLE  DAY-OLD  CHICKENS 

—  in  all  popular  breeds  per  return.  — 
SEE  FULL-PAGE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  BACK  COVER. 

ONLY  ENGLISH  ADDBESS— 

WILLIAM  COOK  8  SONS.  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray. 


—  For  full  details  of 


GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 


see  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 


It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  Three  Months' 
Free  Trial,  only  ONE  machine  out  of  thousands  sold  during  191 1 

was  returned. 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS   &  BROODERS 

as  advertised  on  page  XIV. 


Send  for  Catalogue,  posted  free,  to 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement.  London,  EX. 


Permit  us  to  send  you  our  Catalogue  with  2S0  different  illustrations  of 

TAMUN'S  POULTRY  APPLIANCES 

From  a  Complete  Poultry  Farm  to  a  Toe  Punch. 
This  it  free  and  post  free. 


W.  TAMLIN, 

40,  St.  Margaret's,  Twickenham,  London. 

The  Largest   Incubator  and   Poultry  Appliance  Manufacturer 

in  the  World. 


SEND  AT  ONCE 

FOR 

LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

for  1912. 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

Qttmt   Pr»QT   Ft?t?p-  R  T.  LANG.  LTD., 

OENT    r  Ob  1    r  KKh-.       j^djjr  House,  Tudor  St..  London,  E.C. 


HEARSON'S  INCUBATORS 

Have   stood   the    Test  of 
See  Full  Page  Advertisement  on  Page  VI. 


Catalognes    Free  by 


SPRATT'S  Ltd., 

Post  on  appl.cat.on  to  ^        FENCHURCH  STREET,  LONDON.  E.G. 

the  Sole  Propnerors  :  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  235.  Regent  Street,  W. 


WINNING  STRAINS 


BUFF  AND  WHITE 


ORPINGTONS 

Winners  in  this  country  and  in 
America  at  the  Fir.<t-class  Shows 


Catalogue  and  Prices  on  Application  to 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  -^^^^^^ 

Specialists  in 

CHICK    FOODS,   CHICKEN  MEAL, 

AND 

POULTRY  MEDICINES. 


MISS  CAREY,   Toynton   Redtory,  Spilsby 


See  Large  Advertisement  on  Page  IX. 
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Art  C.  Gilbert, 

Originator  of  the  ^— 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 
^— —  and  the  ^— 
BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows :  — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES  :  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2ncl  Prizes, 
FOUR  Srd  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best^  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  Srd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

Frem  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  «&:c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  lor  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Fen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE, —  We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME  AND  SEE  THEM, 

or   Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone  :  Telegraph  and  Cable  :  Station :  London  Stations  : 

37i  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY.  S.E.  €?  C.  Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,     St.  Faurs. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


.May,  1912. 
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The  Car  which  "gets  there," 
whether    up    hills,   on  the 
level,  or  in  any  other  form 
of  motoring. 


POULTRY  BOOK 
FREE 

TF  you  will  kindly  write  to-day,  giving  us  your  owni 
J-  and  your  dealer's  name  and  address,  we  will  be 
pleased  to  send  you,  free,  a  copy  of  the  Victoria  Poultry 
Book,  which  tells  you  all  you  need  to  know  about 
chicken  rearing,  and  tells  it  so  simply  that  the  amateur 
chicken  rearer  can  understand  every  word  of  it. 

You  won't  regret  sending  for  this  little  book.  Do  so 
now,  please. 

Do  you  know  that  Victoria  Chicken  Meal  is  the  most  successful  meal 
for  young  chickens  on  the  market,  and  also  the  most  economical  ?  That  it 
contains  the  bone-forming,  nourishing  propertie-;  that  make  healthy 
chickens— no  matter  what  kind  of  weather,  they  will  feather  quickly  and 
develop  sturdy  frames. 

Wet  weather  kills  c'.ick-i  quicker  than  anything  else,  but  you  can 
counteract  the  ill-effects  to  a  surprising  degree  if  you  will  feed  them  on 
Victoria  Chicken  Meal.    Ask  your  Dealer  about  it — he  knows  ! 

This  food  is  used  by  most  successful  chicken  rearers  in  the  country. 
Read  this  testimonial  : 

Corsham,  Wilts,  May  16th,  1911. 
"It  is  the  best  food  for  chickens  that  I  have  had.    I  never 
lost  a  bird  all  through  the  cold  March  month,  and  they  thrive 
more  rapidly  than  on  any  other  food. — E.  H." 
Have  you  entered  the  Great  Victoria  Spring  Chicken  Competition? 
You  should  try  for  one  of  the  £25  prizes  for  a  pair  of  Chicks.    £200  in  all. 
Costs  nothing  to  enter. 

Write   now  to 

SPILLERS  &  BAKERS, 

LIMITED, 

327,  Bute  Street  Cardiff. 

Factories    also    at    Lond;n    and    Newcastle  -  on  -  Tyn  ?. 


The  Home  of  the  Premier  Fowl,  the 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE, 

IS  BOTTISHAM  HOUSE,  Nr,  CAMBRIDGE 

Mated  Pens  (7  birds)  £3.  Sittings  all  prices. 

Export  Orders  receive  special  attention.  Pupils  received. 

Enquire   for   full  details   of   the   Specialist,  J.   STEPHEN  HICKS. 


Number  2  of  the  Record  Series  of  Handbooks 

POULTRY  FATTENING. 


,  F.L.S. 

ON    SALE    AT    ALL    BOOKSTALLS    AND  NEWSAGENTS. 


PRICE  Is.,  POST  FREE  Is    2d.  FROM 
THE    ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY    RECORD,    Tudor  House,   Tudor  Street,  E.C. 


TVIay,  1912. 
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WE   HAVE   NOT   HAD   A   CHICK  DIE 
SINCE  USING  YOUR  FOOD." 

An  entirely  unsolicited  statement  from  Mrs.  Miller,  of  Bethersden. 


CHICK  FOODS 

made  in  5  qualities  from 

12/6  per  112  lbs. 

carnage  paid. 


Our 


LACTOMA" 


Chicken  Meal 

is  a  cooked  food  containing 
over   10%  dried  Milk. 
Price 

16/6  per  112  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Now  IS  the  time  to  look 
out  for 

"  GAPES/* 

Remember,  "  prevention  is 
better  than  cure." 

Details  of  all  diseases 
with  their  cures  and  Price 
List  of  all  Foods,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Feeding,  sent 
free. 


Makers  of  the  genuine 
SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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AN  ASSORTMENT  OF  LEADING  POULTRY  WAREt 


The  "City"  Patent  Fireless  Brooder. 

This  is  the  only  Fireless  Brooder  on  the  Market  to-day  built  on  correct  lines,  and 
the  only  one  that  has  given  absolutely  satisfactory  results  under  all  conditions  and 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  In  this  Brooder  the  chicks  nestle  under  a  light  eider-down 
quilt — which  can  be  properly  adjusted  according  to  the  age  of  the  chicks — as  they 
do  under  the  hen;  they  are  actually  HOVERED,  not  put  into  an  air-tight  box  or 
receptacle,  where  to  a  great  extent  they  are  dependent  upon  heat  resultant  from  their 
own  respiration.  They  haven't  to  remain  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere  reeking  with 
carbonic  acid  gas.  The  "  City  "  Fireless  Brooder  has  abundant  hovering  material,  and 
is  unlike  the  other  makes  so  conspicuous  by  their  absence  of  this  necessity.  There 


also  PERFECT  VENTILATION;  the  chicks  get 
brooded.  The  "  City  "  Fireless  rears  the  chick 
WITHOUT  ARTIFICIAL  HEAT  WHATEVER, 
proof  bottom,  and  is  supplied  to  users  complete. 

This  Fireless  Brooder  is  fully  protected  by  Patent 
be  rigorou.sly  proceeded  against. 


fresh  air  the  whole  time  they  are 
DIRECT    FROM    SHELL  AND 
It  is  constructed  with  a  damp- 


and  any  infringement  will 


Price  8/6. 


Carriage   paid   to   any   Station   in; ' 
England  or  Wales. 


The  "City"  Brooder  Coop. 


This  appliance  is  utilised  for  protecting  the   "  City  "    Fireless  Brooder^ 
It  is  6ft.  long  by  3ft.  wide.    Fitted  with  glazed  front,  movable  central  divi- 
sion, and  built  with  an  absolutely  watertight    roof.     Complete    with  creosotei^' 
foundation  frame  and  movable  floor  to  run;  so  arranged  that  a  damp  floor  at- 
any  time  is  an  impossibility.    A  real  home  for  the  chick. 

irice   30/=.      or  including  the"  city  "Flreless  Brooder  38/6. 
Carriage  paid  to  any  Station  in  England  or  Wales. 


The  "Rising  Sun"  Brooder. 


The  old  favourite.  The  Brooder  that  has  made  my  name  famous.  Almost 
without  exception  my  competitors  have  slavishly  copied  the  "Rising  Sun.  The 
imitation  is  so  patent,  ludicrous,  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  printers  have 
used  my  competitors'  blocks  for  illustrating  my  advertisements. 

This  is,  indeed,  the  Brooder  for  the  man  who  has  not  yet  grasped  the  great 
advantages  of  the  Fireless  system. 

Important  Notice.— The  Brooder  is  fitted  with  a  special  improved  insulated 
lamp,  complete  with  three  burners — small,  medium,  and-  large.  This  ensures  a 
positive  guarantee  that  the  Brooder  can  be  operated  at  a  proper  and  corract 
temperature  AT  ANY  TIME.  Moreover,  one  of  the  greatest  bugbears  m  rearing 
the  chick  with  a  heated  rearer— viz.,  A  SMOKY  LAMP— is  dispensed  with.  Again, 
to  pretend  that  one  burner  is  capable  of  giving  ample  heat  in  midwinter,  and  can 
be  reduced  sufficiently  in  size  of  lamp  flame  to  give  equally  good  results  in 
summertime,  is  absurd.  Where  a  burner  is  subjected  to  such  extremes,  IM- 
PROPER COMBUSTION  must  result,  and  a  SMOKY  LAMP.  .  The  introduction 
of  this  three-burner  lamp  was  the  biggest  triumph  yet  achieved  in  artificial 
heated  rearers.  -  The  "Rising  Sun"  is  used  by  all  the  biggest  breeders  m 
England  :  W.  M.  Bell,  Esq.,  R.  W.  Webster,  Esq.,  etc. 


Price  42/6. 

Carriage   paid   to   any   Station  in 
England  or  Wales 


The  "City"  Baby  Brooder. 


correspond  with  the  hole  in  end  of  Brooder 
temporary  wire  run  can  be  added  with  advantage. 

This  Brooder  is  sold  at  the  ridiculous  price  of  2/6  m  any  quantity  under 
one  dozen ;  or  3  /  -  carriage  paid.  Day-old  chick  men  requiring  in  quantity  will 
be_  put  on  special  terms,  but  must  pledge  themselves  to  maintain  the  standard 
price  for  resale — i.e.,  2/6  each.  ■   o  ■  ±      -n  -t 

The  Brooder  is  fully  registered  and  protected,  and  any  infringement  wiJf  be 
proceeded  against.  . 

I  ask  all  day-old  chick  men  in  this  country  to  get  m  touch  with  me  at  once 
I  can  show  them  how  they  may  treble  their  present  business  and  at  the  same 
time  give  unbounded  satisfaction  to  their  clients. 


This  Brooder  is  intended  for  day-old  chick  men;  as  a  RECEPTACLE  m  the- 
first  place  for  sending  out  12  day-old  chicks-or  larger  number,  if  desired-and 
suksequently  acting  as  a  BROODER  lor  the  successful  brooding  of  a  dozen  chicks 
until  they  are  fit  to  pass  into  the  secondary  brooder.  Day-old  chick  men  desirous- 
of  increasing  their  baby  chick  business  should  write  me  for  my  best  terms  for  this 
article.  It  is  the  slickest  thing  ever  introduced  into  English  poultrydom,  and  will 
fill  a  long-felt  want.  .  .        ,       .,,         ,         ,  u-u-i 

There  are  thousands  of  people  in  this  country  who  will  purchase  day-old  chicks 
when  they  are  aware  that  this  little  brooder  will  brood  them,  and  with  success. 
The  i^urchase  of  a  broody  hen,  to  say  the  least  is  always  uncertain.  There  is  no 
guarantee  with  her  such  as  the  little-  "  City"  Baby  Brooder  carries,  and  she  costs- 
Considerably  more.  Chickens  brooded  m  these  little.  Brooders  grow  like  wildfire; 
every  comfort  is  provided;  there  is  a  separate  sleeping  chamber,  fitted  up  like 
the  Citv  "  Brooder,  with  circular  drum  and  eider-down  quilt,  and  a  small  run 
is  attached,  which  when  it  requires  enlarging  can  be  appreciably  increased  by  the 
addition  of  a  Tate's  Sugar  Box-or  other  similar  Box-by  cutting  a  hole  m  it  to- 
and  as  the  chickens  develop  a  small 
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THE   CAR    FOR   COUNTRY  USE 

Tell  us  your  requirements  and  we  will  send  you  at  once  catalogues 
and  specifications. 

CLEMENT   TALBOT,  LTD., 

Automobile  Engineers. 
BARLBY   ROAD,    LONDON,  W. 

Telegrams—"  Clemtal,  London."  Telephone— 5006  Paddington. 


INCUBATORS  &  BROODERS, 

as  advertised  on  page  X.» 


Send  for  Catalogue^  posted  free,  to 

CYPHERS   INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.G. 


For  full  details  of  — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

see  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  Three 
Months'  Free  Trial,  only  ONE  machine  out  of  thousands 
sold  during  1911,  was  returned. 

GLOUCESTER    INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 


Permit  us  to  send  you  our  Catalogue 
with  250  different  illustrations  of 

TAMLIN'S  POULTRY  APPLIANCES 

From  a  complete  Poultry  Farm  to  a  Toe  Punch. 
This  is  free  and  post  free. 


W.  TAMLIN, 

40,  St.    Margaret's,  Twickenham,  London. 

The  Largest  Incubator  and  Poultry  Appliance  Manufacturer 
in  the  World. 


SEND 


3/6 


AT  ONCE 


FOR 


LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

FOR  1912. 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

QtrisTT  PnQT  Frp-tt  ^-        ^f^^G<  LTD., 

OENl    JTObi    rKKJi      Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  London,  E.G. 


Hearson's  Incubators 

Have  stood  the  Test  of 
IT  I  JVC  E  , 

See  Full  Page  Advertisement  on  page  VI. 

Catalogues    Free   by        SPRATT'S,  Ltd., 

Post  on  application  to  FENCHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C 

the  Sole  Proprietors  :  ^^^^  ^^^^^    ^35^  ^,^3,^  street,  W. 


WINNING  STRAINS 


BUFF  AND  WHITE 


ORPINGTONS 

Winners  in  this  Country  and  in 
America  at  the  First-class  Shows 


A.  THORPE  «  SONS,  su^sex: 

Specialists  iii 
CHICK  FOODS,  CHICKEN  MEAL 


AND 


POULTRY  MEDICINES. 


Catalogue  aad  Prices  oa  application  to 

MISS    CAREY,  Toynton  Rectory,  Spilsby. 


See  Large  Advertisement  on  Page  IX. 
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Where  to  obtain 
j— England's  Best  Poultry, 


In  considering  where  to  place  your  orders  during  the  Summer,  Autumn,  and 
Winter  months,  and  after  reading  so  many  advertisements  in  this  excellent 
Magazine,  please  pause  before  finally  deciding  to  address  your  envelope,  and 
remember  that  I  place  at  your  disposal  .28  years  of  practical  experience,  both 
with  Exhibition  and  Utility  Poultry,  having  had  more  experience  in  perfecting 
all  the  varieties  of  Orpington  Fowls,  and  Ducks,  than  any  other  living  person. 

My  matings  of  over  200  pens  this  season  have  produced  splendid  results,  and 
both  in  Exhibition  and  Utility  I  am  confident  of  having  bred  better  birds  than 
I  have  done  in  any  previous  year,  this  I  think  speaks  volumes  considering  the 
great  success  I  have  met  with  in  the  past,  and  whether  you  require  day  old 
chickens,  single  stock  birds,  or  a  breeding  pen,  you  can  rely  upon  getting  a 
result  from  such  purchase  that  no  other  Poultry  Yard  can  offer. 


Blue,  Buff,  White,  Black,  Jubilee,  Spangled,  and  Cuckoo  ORPINGTONS. 

White  Wyandottes,  Minopcas,  Black  and  White  Leghorns,  Rocks,  Sussex, 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  also  Blue  and  Buff  Orpington,  and  Aylesbury  Ducks. 

The  above  Birds  are  all  bred  by  me,  and  are  on  view  at  my  Model  Farm.  Pay  me  a 
visit,  you  will  then  see  the  finest  stud  to  be  found  on  any  one  Poultry  Farm  in  the 
world.    Laying  qualities,  stamina,  and  true  club  type  are  the  special  features  of  all  my 

stock. 


W.    H.  COOK'S 

HIGH-CLASS  UTILITY  POULTRY 

ape  imitated  by  many  but  unequalled  by  any  other 
competitor  in  the  World. 


Eggs  for  Sitting. 

are  offered  from  guaranteed  pure  bred  stock  combining  the  finest 
laying  strains  in  England.    All  birds  have  been  carefully  selected 
and  raised  on  clay  soil.  • 
Brcesds'from  which  eggs  can  be  despatched  by  return  : — 
ORPINGTONS,  Black,  White,  Buff,  Spangle,  Cuckoo  &  .Jubilee. 
Wyandottes,  White,  Black,  Silver  laced,  Gold  laced  &  Partridge. 
Leg^horns,  White  and  Black. 
Minorca.S,  Single  and  Rose  Combs. 
Rocks,  Barred  and  White. 
Sussex,  Light  and  Speckled. 
Fa.verolles,  Salmon. 

Rhode  Island  Reds,  Single  and  Rose  Combs. 

PRICES. 

5/-  for  12  eggs  ;  18/6  for  50  eggs  ;  35/-  for  100  eggs. 
Guarantee.   All  clear  eggs  replaced  once.   Any  eggs  broken 
(  uring  transit  allowed  for,    (15  eggs  to  a  sitting  can  be  had  with- 
out guarantee). 

Stock  Birds. 

SPECIAL  OFFERS. 

I  have  still  left  200  spare  pure  bred  Cockerels,  hatched 
early  191 1,  in  niost  Breeds  from  8 '6,  10/6  and  12/6  each,  un- 
related laying  pullets,  from  6/6  each. 

Few  specially  selected  Breeding  Tens  of  Cock  &  6  Pullets,  to 

spare  at  55/-  the  Pen. 
Large  Exporter  to  every  part  of  the  World,  all  Birds  shipped  at 
inclusive  prices  and  my  risk. 


Day  Old  Ciiicks. 

2,000  are  hatched  every  week  to  meet  the  enormous  demand  for 

W.  H.  COOK'S  noted  strains. 
Packing;.    My  special  system  of  packing  to  ensure  safe  and  live 
delivery  is  unequalled.    Hundreds  are  sent  as  far  as  Ireland,  Scot- 
land and  the  Continent  without  the  loss  of  a  single  chick. 
Guarantee.    All  chicks  sent  at  my  risk.    Should  any  die  on 
rail  and  be  returned,  I  allow  the  full  value. 

PRICES. 

Pure  bred  utility  chickens,  8/6  per  doz  ;  32/6  for  50  ;  £3for100_ 
BETTER  QUALITY. 

2/-  each  ;  20/-  per  dozen  ;  £3  5s.  for  50 ;  £6  for  100. 

These  are  from  grand  pens  of  good  quality,  capable  of  producing 
very  fine  tj'pical  stock. 

The  Poultry  Keeper's  Journal. 

Edited  and  owned  by 

WIIiLIAM   H.  COOK, 

originator  of  the  Orpington, 

and  published  the  15th  of  each  month,  is  lull  of  practical 
information. 


Please  •writs  for  a  specimen  copy  zuhick  mill  be  sent  pest  free. 

Don't  be  misled,  as  I  have  no  connection 
whatever  with  anyone  of  the  same  name. 
My  one  and  only  correct  address,  where 
Visitors  are  always  welcome  is: — 


VWILLIAM  H.  COOK, 


'Phone :  Cray  39. 


(Eldest  son  of  the  late  William  Cook). 


The  Model  Poultry  Farm,  ^ 
St.  PAUL'S  CRAY,  KENT.  ^ 

station:  St.  Mary,  Cray. 
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Feed  a  Brood  of  Chicks 


FOR    A  WEEK 


ON 


■Whether  it  be  for  visiting  the  more  distant  portions  of 
the  estate,  going  to  market,  or^pleasure,  THE 

is  the  cheapest,  swiftest,  and  most  comfortable  method. 
Faster  tlian  a  horse,  more  convenient  than  the  train,  and 
cheaper,  more  comfortable,  and  more  reliable  than  either. 
Catalogues  and  Specifications  free  on  application  to 

CLEMENT  TALBOT  Ltd., 

(Dept  D.  3), 
Automobile  Engineers, 

Barlby    Road,    Ladbroke    Qrove,    London,  W. 

^Telegrains,  "  Clemtal,  London."    Tel.  5006,  Paddington. 


CHICKEN  MEAL. 

• 

Send  a  post  card  to-day,  mentioning  your  dealer's  name  and 
address,  for  Large  FREE  Sample  of  the  most  wonderful 
Chicken  Meal  in  the  World.  We  will  supply  you  with  enough 
to  feed  a  brood  for  one  week,  simply  to  convince  you  of  the 
excellent  results  you  could  get  if  you  would  always  rear  and 
feed  your  chicks  on  Victoria  Chicken  Meal.  The  rapidity  with 
which  your  birds  will  grow  during  this  week's  trial  will  amaze 
you ! 

SEND  TO-DAY. 

£200  in  CASH  PRIZES. 


For  Chicken  rearers. 
The  Rules  are  easy. 


A  simple  Competition. 
Costs  nothing  to  enter. 


Send  a  post  card  to-day  for  your  FREE  Sample  and  particulars 
of  this  Great  Victoria  Competition.  Mention  your  dealer's 
name  and  address. 

Write  to  day  to 

SPILLERS  &  BAKERS 

Limited, 

327,  Bute   Street,  Cardiff. 

Factories  also  at  London  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Miss  Carey, 


EXPORTER, 


TOYNTON, 

Spilsbx. 


A  WORLD-WIDE  TRADE! 


Consignments  March  30  went  to  Newfoundland,  Canada, 
Vancouver,  New  York,  California.  New  Zealand,  South 
Africa,  Russia  ;  wiih  enquiries  from  Cuba,  India,  France. 
Freight  free  England  to  port  of  landing.  No  trouble  ! 
No  risk  !    No  expense  ! 

Buff  and  White  Orpingtons, 

WHITE  FAVEROLLES, 

England's  Leading  Stud. 

FIRST   EVERY  TIME. 

Dairy,  Palace,  and  Club  Show,  1908  1911,  and  Madison 
Square,  New  York,  1911.  International  Trophy  at  the 
Palace  2  years  in  succession  with  Gold  Medal  three  times 
in  four  years.  Cup  at  the  Dairy,  1910-11,  and  five  cups 
at  the  Club  Show  in  four  years. 

AN    UNBEATEN  RECORD. 

SHOW    BIRDS    A  SPECIALITY. 

With  a  well-known  reputation  for  ability  to  win  in  any 
Country  and  under  any  standard.    Write  for  particulars. 


POULTRY  FARMING 

The  Burning  Question  of  the  Day. 
We  help  you  to  make  it  Pay, 

REMARKABLE  EVIDENCE. 

7,  Pembroke  Avenue,  Shirehampton,  Bristol. 

18/12/11. 

Dear  Sir,— Enclosed  please  find  an  egg  laid  on  the  16th  December, 
1911,  by  a  pullet  hatched  on  the  30th  of  April,  1911 ;  it  weighs  3J  ozs., 
measures,  oblong,  7.j  inches  ;  girth,  6  inches. 

I  had  one  pound  of  your  Poultry  Mustard  on  the  9th  December,  1911, 
and  commenced  using  it  same  date.  Already  we  find  our  fowls  are 
laying  much  better  ;  we  have  four  pullets  laying,  and  since  the  9th  we 
have  had  16  eggs  from  them.  Well,  that  is  what  I  consider  good 
laying  for  December.  The  Buff  Orpington  pullet  laid  four  days  in 
succession  before  laying  the  large  egg  I  enclose.  I  shall  recommend 
your  Poultry  Mustard  to  other  people.  Please  acknowledge  receipt 
of  egg  and  oblige. — Yours  respectfully,  James  Rich. 

Smallholders'  Supply  Association, 

147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 


Scientific  experiment  by  poultry  experts  has  proved  that  ordinary 
condiments  might  produce  more  eggs  for  the  moment,  but  afterwards 
ruin  the  bird.  Mustard,  however,  has  proved  an  egrg-increaser  and 
tonic,  without  any  injurious  after-effects.  But  ordinary  Mustard 
must  not  be  used,  for,  apart  from  its  expense,  it  is  most  unsuitable, 
and  therefore  the  Smallholders'  Supply  Association  have  made 
arrangements  with  the  proprietors  for  a  special  grade  of 

POULTRY  MUSTHRD 

(Coi,man',s) 

Poultry  Mustard  can  be  had  31bs.,  2/6 ;  &  51bs.,  4/-,  post  free. 

Smallholders'  Supply  Association. 

Head  Office:  147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  LONDON,  N. 
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WE  HAVE  NOT  HAD  A  CHICK  DIE  SINCE 


(4 


USING  YOUR  FOOD." 


An  entirely  unsolicited  statement  from  Mrs.  Miller,  of  Bethesden. 


Chick  Foods 

made  in  5  qualities  from 

12/6   per   112  lbs. 

carnage  paid. 


Our 


Now  is  the  time  to  look 
out  for 


4( 


55 


Lactoma" 

Chicken  Meal 

is  a  cooked  food  containing 
over  lOVo  dried  Milk. 

PRICE 

16/6   per   112  lbs. 

CARRIAGE  PAID. 

A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Remember,  "prevention  is 
better  than  cure.'' 

Details  of  all  diseases 
with  their  cures  and  Price 
List  of  all  Foods,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Feeding,  sent 
free. 


Makers  of  the  Genuine 
SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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CYPHERS 

STANOARD  INCUBATORS. 

Tlie  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  ou  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultry  men  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadilj'  grown  111  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  until  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  theEnglish 
Market,  hot-water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  on]y  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot=air, 
non  =  moisture,  5elf=regulating,  self=ventilating  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  C3^phers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete 
Catalogue,  No,  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.G. 


undoubtedly  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  experts  of  live  poultry  —  for 
stock  and  exhibition  purposes — in  England 

Over  3000  Bipds  Exported 
abroad  in  12  months. 

Birds  shipped  to  any  port  in  the  world 
at  my  own  risk,  satisfaction  guaranteed. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 
CORRESPONDENCE    IN    ANY  LANGUAGE. 


Ham  Court  Poultry  Farm, 

Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire. 


Incubator  and  Poultry 
Appliance  Manufacturers. 


R.  TOOPE  &  CO. 

21,  Stepney  Square,  Stepney,  London,  E. 

Cables  Telegrams — "  Toopes,  London."       Telephone— 3497  East. 
A. B.C.  Code  used,  5tli  Edition. 

THE  ASBESTIC  HEN  INCUBATOR. 

Patd.  Great  Britain,  Colonies  and 
U.S.A.     The  only  Incubator  con- 
structed of  Asbestos  Board  in  the 
World.    Absolutely  automatic  in 
action.     Cannot  crack  or  warp 
Fireproof,  vennin-proof,  and  rot- 
proof.    Patented  moist  air  venti- 
lating system  (no  water  trays.) 
Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Hatches  strong^er,  more  vigorous, 
and  heavier  chicks  than  any  other 
Incubator. 
Send  toy  Free  (~,aialogiie. 
POULTRY  HOUSES,  BROODERS,    Brooder  Heaters  (by  eras,  oil, 
BROODER  HOUSES  COMPLETE,    or  coal),  Coops,  Wire  Netting, 
I'.one  and  Grain  Crushing  Machines,  and  Poultrymen's  Sundries. 


£100 


GREAT  EGG 
COMPETITION 


An  unprecbdentcd  offer  to  Poultry 
keepers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


This  groat  competition  will  take  place  on  September  16tli 
ne.vt,  at  the  British  Poultry  Federation  Promises,  26, 
Hosier  Lnue,  Loudon.    Full  particulars  from 

LASCO,  Carruthers  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

Stocked  hij  ail  Grocers  and  Corn  Dealers  throughout  the  Kingdom. 


'  MAKES    LAYING    A  HABII 


POULTRY  MEAL. 

THE    GREAT    EGG  PRODUCER, 
m^tr*        PRICE         ir%ICL    for  112  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid    l^/O  Cash  with  Order, 

White,  Tomklns  &  Courage,  Ltd.,  48,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.C 
HHMM^    REARS    ROBUST  CHICKS- 
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Tring  Park 
Poultry  Farm 


(Tring,  Hertfordshire.) 


Red,  Light,  and 
Speckled  Sussex. 

Buff  and  White 

Orpingtons. 

White  and  Brown 


SPECKLED  SUSSEX  HEN. 

Leghorns.      Second  Prize,  Royal  Agricultural  Show,  1911. 

Indian  Game.     American  Bronze  Turkeys. 


COCKERELS  AND  PULLETS  FOR  SALE. 

(Home  and  Export  Trade  ) 

For  particulars,  apply — 


RED  SUSSEX  HEN. 

First  Prize,  Royal  Counties  Show,  1912. 


ESTATE    OFFICE,  TRINQ. 


EXPORTER 

Faverolles  and 
Buff  &  White  Orpingtons 

Deep  and  low,  massive,  and  exquisite  colour. 

The  Birds  hold  a  world-wide  reputation  for  ability  to  win  in  any 
country,  and  under  any  standard, 

England's  Leading  Stud 

Of  White  Orpingtons. 


WINS  1911-12. 

England.— 

Dairy,  1st  and  Cup,  Special,  Srd,  4th. 
Palace,  1st  &  Gold  Medal  Cockerel,  Isfc 

aud  Special  Breeding  Pens.    1st  Cock. 
Club  Show.  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  Cup,  Cock. 

1st  and  Cup,  Cockerel.  4th  &  Reserve, 

Hen. 

America. — 

Maddison  Square,  New  York,  1st. 
South  America.— 

Pretoria,  1st  Cockerel,  1st  Breeding  Pen. 
The  Rand,  1st  Cock,  1st,  2nd,  and  Cup, 

Breeding  Pen«. 
Capetown,  1st  Cock. 

A  stud  that  can  liold  its  own  in  three  leading 
countries  and  in  the  keenest  competition  the 
world  has  ever  known,  is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. 


SHOW  BIRDS  A  SPECIALITY. 


Orders  for  abroad  freight  free  England  to  port  of 
landing. 


PUPILS  RECEIVED. 
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"Whether  it  be  for  visiting  the  more  distant  portions 
the  estate,  going  to  market,  or  pleasure,  THE 

INVINCIBLE 


y^fc^JNVIN< 

Tae 


is  the  cheapest,  swiftest,  and  most  comfortable  method. 
Faster  than  a  horse,  more  convenient  than  the  train,  and 
cheaper,  more  comfortable,  and  more  reliable  than  either. 
Catalogues  and  Specifications  free  on  application  to 

CLEMENT  TALBOT  Ltd., 

(Dept  D.  3). 
Automobile  Engineers, 

Barlby    Road,    Ladbroke    Grove,    London,  W. 

Telegrams,  "  Clemtal,  London.  "    Tel.  5006,  Paddington. 


The  Investor's  Monthly  Manual 


ESTABLISHED  1864. 


An  indispensable  Work  of  Reference  to  everyone 
interested  in  the  movements  of  Stocks  and  Shares, 

Absolutely  free  from  any  connection  with  any  financial 
house  or  speculative  agency. 

The  Investors  Monthly  Manual  is  published  at  the 
beginning  of  each  month  (generally  on  the  2nd),  and  is  by 
far  the  MOST  COMPLETE  PERIODICAL  RECORD  in 
existence  of  the  dealings  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
during,  and  up  to  the  last  day  of  each  month,  in  every 
description  of  Stocks  and  Shares,  &c. 

The  Manual  gives  particulars  of  three  thousand  securities 
(many  of  which  are  not  quoted  on  the  London  Stock 
Exchange),  with  their  variations  in  price  during  the  month 
and  during  the  year,  the  dividends  recently  paid,  and  the 
yield  to  an  investor  at  present  quotations. 

A  "  Summary  of  Profit  and  Loss  Accounts  "  presents  a 
comparison  of  Industrial  Companies  not  to  be  found 
elsewhere.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  Financial  Record 
of  the  Month,  together  with  articles  and  notes  upon  current 
topics  of  interest. 

Ordinary  Numbers,  price  Is.  ;  by  post  Is.  I^d. 

Double  Numbers  (published  in  Jan.  &  July)  price  Is.  6<1. 
by  post  is.  9d. 

Annual  Subscription  (including  Double  Numbers), 
I4s.  9d.  post  free. 


Publishing  Office, 

3,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Great  Eastern  Railway. 


Roya!  Agricultural  Show 

DONCASTER. 

JULY  2nd  to  6th,  1912. 

LIVE  STOCK  MACHINERY  POULTRY 
DOGS  JUMPING  DRIVING 

PIT  PONIES  FORESTRY  DAIRYING 
HORSE  SHOEING    SHEEP  DOG  TRIALS 

FLOWER  SHOW. 

F'o?-  pai-ticulars  see  Daily  P?'ogramme, 

.TUESDAY,  JULY  2nd  5/- 

Ad*mi^sior»]  THURSDAY  2/6 

IfRIDAY  and  Saturday  I/- 

RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

THROUGH  BOOKINGS  are  in  operation  from  the  Principal 
Stations  to  Doncaster. 

TOURIST  TICKKTS  issued  from  London  (Liverpool  St.)  and 
other  principal  Stations  to  the  North-East  Coast  Watering 
Places,  and  to  Scotland,  via  March,  G.N.  &  G,E.  Joint  Line, 
Lincoln,  Doncaster  and  York,  are  available  for  both  the  outward 
and  return  journey  to  be  broken  at  Doncaster. 

Fast  Through  Trains  are  run  between  Liverpool  Street.  Cam 
bridge,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  Kings  Lynn,  &c.,  to 
Doncaster,  via  March,  Spalding  and  Lincoln. 

CHEAP  TICKETS  will  be  issued  from  certain  of  the  Principal 
Stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties  during  the  Show. 

For  full  particula7'S  see  Company  s  Bills. 


Private  Breeders,  Owners  &  Amateurs 


Will  find  that  a  publication  of  peculiar  value  to  them, 
always  offering  a  ready  market  for  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  their  goods,  is  that  practicable  and  responsible 
journal  "  The  Bazaar,  Exchange  and  Mart."  For  44 
years  this  has  been 

The  Great  Paper 

for  Private  Sales ;  and  transactions  through  it  are 
satisfactory  and  simple  to  effect.  Get  a  copy  your= 
self  and  see  the  classified  adverts. 

Surplus  Stock  of  every  Description 

— Poultry,  Pets,  Dogs,  Garden  Plants,  Bees,  Cage 
Birds,  Cattle,  or  anything  else— may  be  disposed  of 
rapidly,  cheaply  and  conveniently  through  "The 
Bazaar."  Try  it  yourself.  Adverts  of  Private 
Breeders,  Owners  and  Growers  (not  Dealers,  or  those 
who  buy  to  sell  again),  are  inserted  at  3  words  Id. 
Three  insertions  for  the  price  of  two. 

Likewise,  to  buy  any  of  these  things,  consult  "The 
Bazaar,"  which  puts  you  in  touch  with  those  who 
have  good  live-stock,  and  high-class  articles  generally, 
to  sell. 

Price  2d.  everywhere. 

 o  

Offices  — Bazaar  Building-s,  Drury  Lane, 

LONDON,  W.C. 
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WE  HAVE  NOT  HAD  A  CHICK  DIE  SINCE 


USING  YOUR  FOOD. 


Chick  Foods 

made  in  5  qualities  from 

12/6   per   112  lbs. 

carriage  paid. 


An  entirely  unsolicited  statement  from  Mrs.  Miller,  of  Betbesden. 

Now  is  the  time  to  look 
out  for 


fit 


Our 


5? 


Lactoma" 

Chicken  Meal 

is  a  cooked  food  containing 
over  107o  dried  Milk. 

PRICE 

16/6   per  112  lbs. 

CARRIAGE  PAID. 

A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Remember,  "prevention  is 
better  than  cure.'' 

Details  of  all  diseases 
with  their  cures  and  Price 
List  of  all  Foods,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Feeding,  sent 
free. 


Makers  of  the  Genuine 
SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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CYPHERS 

STANDARD  INCUDATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultrytnen  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  until  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English 
Market,  hot- water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air, 
non^moisture,  self=regulating,  self=ventilating  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete 
Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.C. 


TOOPE'S  PATENT 

Baby  Mammoth  Asbesiic  Hen  Incubator. 


The  Last  Word  in  Incubation. 

The  only  Intensive  Incubator  in  the  World. 
A  300  Baby  Mammoth  occupies  the  same  floor  space  as  an  ordinary 
100-egg  incubator. 

Titink  of  the  saving  of  the  floor  space. 

Each  compartment  acts  independently  of  the  other  so  that  con- 

tmual  hatching  can  be  in  progress  during  the  season. 
Eachcompartmentconformstoourpatent Asbestic  Hen  Incubator. 
Perfect  ventilation. 
Moist  air  (no  water  trays).    Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Perfectly  automatic  in  Temperature  Regulation. 
The  only  machine  in  the  United  Kingdom  that  has  an  electric  light 
attachment  enabling  operator  to  see  the  inside  of  the  egg  chamber 

clearly. 

Can  be  heated  by  oil,  gas,  or  electricity.  Heat  can  be  regulated 
by  patent  electric  regulator.    Rotproof,  Fireproof  &  Verminproof. 

Send  for  free  list  of  this  splendid  machine  or  come  and  Fee  it. 
List  free  of  our  Intensive  Culture  System,  Drying  and  Fluffing 
Machines,  Lice  Killing  Machines,  Brooder  Houses,  Brooders, 
Poultry  Houses,  Coops,  Hurdles.  Spraying  Machines,  Bone  &  Grain 
Crushing  Machines,  etc. 


21,  Stepney  Square,  High  St.,  Stephey,  London,  E. 


£100 


GREAT  EGG 
COMPETITION 


An  unprecedented  ofifer  to  Poultry 
keepers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


This  great  competition  will  take  place  on  September  16th 
next,  at  the  British  Poultry  Federation  Premises,  26, 
Hosier  Lane,  Loudon.    Full  particulars  from 

LASCO,  Carruthers  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

Stocked  by  all  Grocers  and  Corn  Dealers  throughout  the  Kingdom. 


1^       lUfllVLO  LrtllMU  tt  nADll.       ^  A 
THE  PERFECTION  EGG   PRODUCER.  | 

LAYING  MEAL. 

Price  12/6  per  112  lbs. 
„       6/9  per    56  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid.    Cash  toith  order,    i/-  extra  Scotland 
and  Ireland. 

Sole  Makers — 

WHITE,  TOMKINS  &  COURAGE,  Ltd., 
48,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


AWARDED  GOLD  MEDAL. 
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RING 
ULTRY  ^ARM 

(Tring,  Hertfordshire.) 


Red,  Light,  and 

Speckled  Sussex. 

Buff  and  White 

Orpingtons. 

White  and  Brown 


SPECKLED  SUSSEX  HEN. 

Leghorns.      Second  Prize,  Royal  Agricultural  Show,  1911. 

Indian  Game.      American  Bronze  Turkeys. 


COCKERELS  AND  PULLETS   FOR  SALE. 

(Home  and  Export  Trade-) 

For  particulars,  apply — 


RED  SUSSEX  HEN. 

First  Prize,  Royal  Counties  Show,  1912. 


ESTATE    OFFICE,  TRINO. 


EXPORTER 

Faverolles  and 
Buff  &  White  Orpingtons. 

Deep,  wide,  low,  massive,  and  exquisite  eoloup 

The  Birds  hold  a  world-wide  reputation  for  ability  to  win  in  any- 
country^  and  under  any  standard. 

England's  Leading  Stud 

Of  White  Orpingtons. 


WINS  1911-12. 
England.— 

Dairy,  ]st  and  Cup,  Special,  Srd,  4th. 
Palace,  1st  A  Gold  Medal  Cockerel,  1st 

and  Special  Breeding  Pens.    1st  Cock. 
Club  Show,  ]st.  2nd,  3rd,  and  Cup,  Cock. 

Isfc  and  Cup,  Cockerel.  4th  &  Reserve, 

Heii. 

America.— 

Maddison  Square,  New  York,  1st,  1st,  1st 
ls(. 

South  Africa.— 

Pretoria,  1st,  2nd. 

The  Rand,  1st,  1st,  2nd,  and  Cup. 

Capetown,  1st. 


A  stud  that  can  hold  its  own  in  three  leading 
cou'itries  and  in  the  keenest  competition  the 
world  has  ever  known,  is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. 


SHOW  BIRDS  A  SPECIALITY. 


Orders  for  abroad  freight  free  England  to  port  of 
landing. 


PUPILS  RECEIVED. 

ILLUSTRATED   CATALOGUE  FREE. 
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South  Africa's  Premier  Motor  Race. 

Ryersbach  Trophy. 

Transvaal  Automobile  Club's  Speed  and 
Reliability  Trial  over  Broken  Country, 
Spruits,  Drifts,  and  Water  Furrows, 

Johannesburg  to  Rustenburg  Via 
Krugersdorp, thence  to  Johannes- 
burg via  Pretoria. 

TALBOTS  1st;  2nd,  Srd, 

making  a  Talbot  Quadruple  Triumph  for 
the  Ryersbach  Trophy. 

1909.  1910.  1911.  1912. 

TALBOTS.    TALBOTS.  TALBOTS.  TALBOTS. 

1st.  2nd.        1st.  2nd.     1st.  2nd.  3rd.  1st.  2nd.  3rd 

A    RECORD    OF  INVINCIBILITY. 

CLEMENT  TALBOT,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  D.  3) 
Automobile  Manufacturers  and  Engineers, 
Baelby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove,  London,  W. 

Telephone:  5006  Paddington.    Telegrams:  "  Clemtal,  London.' 


Great  Western  Railway. 


Ireland  for  the  Holidays, 

THE  SHORTEST  ROUTE  to  the  

BEAUTY  SPOTS  of  the  EMERALD  ISLE 


IS  THE 


G.W.R.  FISHGUARD  ROUTE, 

Toiirists  and  Excursion  Tickets  from  all 
Principal   Stations  EVERY  FRIDAY. 


Special  Tours  to  KILLALOE,  KILLARNEY,  and 

(with certain  exceptions) KINGSTOWN  for  a  week 
or  fortnight,  including  Return  Rail,  Coaching  and 
Steamer  Trips,  and  Hotel  Accommod  .tion. 

Paddington,  dep.  8.45  p.m. 

A  week  at  KILLALOE  for  £4  18s. 

Eaeh  week-day,  inclusive  Rail  and  Hotel  Tours  (for  3  to 
6  days)  in  KILLARNEY  and  VALENCIA. 


Tickets,  pamphlets,  giving  full  details,  obtainable  at 
G.W.R.  Stations  and  Offices  and  Tourist  Development 
Office,  65,  Haymarkefc,  &c.,  or  send  postcard  to  Enquiry 
Office,  Paddington  ('Phone  4901  Padd.) 

FRANK  POTTER,  General  Manager. 


Champion   Cup  Strains. 

W.   ^ti»  COOK'S 

suecess  in  England's  best  Competition  is  well  known  to  Fanciers.  Thousands  of  Prizes  Cups  and  Specials  have  been 
won  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  Dairy,  Club  Shows,  Royal  Agricultural,  Birmingham,  Bath  &  West,  and  Royal  Counties,  &c 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  my  Exhibition  and  Hig^h-Class  Prize  Breeding;  Strains  are 

quite  distinct  -from  those  of  my  Utility  Stock. 

The  above  strains  are  the  outcome  of  over  30  years  successful  poultry  breeding;,  which  has  made 

••  -strain  known  all  over  the  world. 


the  genuine-"  W.  H.  COOK'S" 

BREEDS  KEPT. 

ORPINGTONS-Buff,  White,  Blue,  Black,  Cuckoo, 
Jubilee,  and  Spangled. 

MINORCAS — Black  single  and  Rose  combs. 

LEGHORNS— Black,  Brown,  and  White 

ROCKS— Barred,  White,  and  Buff. 

FAVEROLLES— Salmon. 

LANGSHANS— Modern  and  Improved. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS- Single  and  Rose  comb. 

SUSSEX— Light,  Speckled,  and  Red. 

DUCKS— My  famous  Buff  and  Blue  Orpingtons, 
Aylesburys  and  Indian  Runners. 

Large  Exporter  to  all  parts  of  the  world  at  inclusive 
prices  free  to  any  port  at  my  risk. 

ALL  Birds  and  Ducks  are  sent  out  on  four  clear 
days'  approval,  whilst  to  Export  Orders,  I  guarantee  i 
full  satisfaction, 

VISITORS  ARE  ALWAYS  WELCOME. 

BUY   your   POULTRY  from 


PRICES  vary  according  to  one's  special  requirements. 
Good  Breeding  Cockerels  from  21/-,  30/-  &  42/-  each- 
Exhibition  Cockerels  now  fit  for  Summer  Shows  from 
63/-  up  to  £10,  according  to  competition  bird  has  to 
meet,  also  Hens  and  Pullets  from  21/-,  30/-,  40/-  to 

100/-  eaeh. 

Good  Breeding  Trios,  carefully  mated  for  producing 
high-class  stock,  at  £3  3s.,  £5  5s.,  and  £10  lOs. 
the  three  birds. 

Specially  selected  Breeding  Pens  of  Cock  and  Six 
Pullets  from  £10  to  £50  the  pen. 

All  the  above  are  as  hardy  as  Utility  stock,  being 
raised  and  bred  from  in  open-fronted  houses,  and  are 
second  to  none  for  laying. 

W.  H.  COOK  gives  personal  and  careful  attention 
to  every  letter,  enquiry  and  order  received,  which  in 
itself  is  a  guarantee  that  "  one  and  all"  have  their 
exact  requirements  studied  and  carefulfy  fulfilled. 
Send  for  free  copy  of  "  THE  POULTRY  KEEPERS' 
JOURNAL  "  full  of  valuable  and  practical  advice  to 
all  Poultry  Keepers. 

the  actual  BREEDER. 


W ■    H  .    COO K ,  The  Model  Poultry  Farm,  ORPIN  GTO  N  , 

Telephone,  CRAY,  39.      Telegrams,  "Cook,  Orpington,"  KENT,  ENGLAND. 
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"VERB  SAP" 

The  following  entirely  unsolicited  letter, 

received  on  3rd  July,  1912. 

"I  consider  your  Sussex  Ground  Oats 
the  best  I  have  seen  and  your  Lactoma  and 
Oatum  Onicken  Meals  are  both  grand  prepara- 
tions Your  Dry  Ohick  Foods  are  simply 
grand,  so  free  from  dust,  and  your  Meat  Meal 
is  very  good  indeed,  the  best  I  have  ever  used, 
in  fact  all  your  foods  are  superb.  I  have  used 
most  of  them  and  given  them  a  fair  trial." 

Signed— A.  J.  RUOK, 

Charlton  Kings. 


Send  for  free  Price  List, 
containing 

FULL 

SYMPTOMS 
OF  ALL 
POULTRY 
DISEASES. 

And  How  to  Cure. 


A.  Thorpe  &  Sons 

Rye,  Sussex. 
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CYPHERS 

STANDARD  INCUDATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  until  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English 
Market,  hot-water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  onl}-  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air, 
noti'inoisture,  self=regulating,  self^ventilating  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  lor  complete 
Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.C. 


TOOPE'S  PATENT 

Baby  Mammoth  Asbesiic  Hen  Incubator, 


The  Last  Word  in  Incubation. 

The  only  Intensive  Incubator  in  the  World. 
A  300  Baby  Mammoth  occupies  the  same  floor  space  as  an  ordinary 
100-egg  incubator. 

Think  of  the  saving  of  the  floor  space. 

Each  corap!)rtment  acts  independently  of  the  other  so  that  con- 
tinual hatching  can  be  in  progress  during  the  season. 
EachcompartmentconformstoourpatentAsbestic  Hen  Incubator. 
Perfect  ventilation. 
Moist  air  (no  water  trays).    Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Perfectly  automatic  in  Temperature  Regulation. 
The  only  machine  in  the  United  Kingdom  that  has  an  electric  light 
attachment  enabling  operator  to  see  the  inside  of  the  egg  chamber 

clearly. 

Can  be  heated  by  oil,  gas,  or  electricity.  Heat  can  be  regulated 
by  patent  electric  regulator.    Rotproof,  Fireproof  &  Verminproof. 

Send  for  free  list  of  this  splendid  machine  or  come  and  .=ee  it. 
List  free  of  our  Intensive  Culture  System,  Drying  and  Fluffing 
Machines,  Lice  Killing  Machines,  Brooder  Houses,  Brooders, 
Poultry  Houses,  Coops.  Hurdles.  Spraying  Machines,  Bone  &  Grain 
Crushing  Machines,  etc. 


21,  Stepney  Square,  High  St.,  Stephey,  London,  E. 


£100 


GREAT  EGG 
COMPETITION 


An  unprecedented  offer  to  Poultry 
keepers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


This  great  competition  will  take  place  on  September  16th 
next,  at  the  British  Poultry  Federation  Premises,  26, 
Hosier  Lane,  London.    Full  particulars  from 

LASCO,  Carruthers  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

Slocked  by  all  Grocers  and  Coi-n  Dealers  throughout  the  Kingdom. 


'MAKES  LAYING  A  HABIT.' 

I  THE  PERFECTION  EGG  PRODUCER. 

LAYING  MEAL. 

Price  12/6  per  112  lbs. 
„       6/9  per    56  lbs. 

Carriage  Paid.    Cash  with  order.    Ij-  extra  Scotland 
and  Ireland. 

Sole  Makers— 

WHITE,  TOMKINS  &  COURAGE,  Ltd., 
48,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


AWARDED  GOLD  MEDAL. 


THE  ILLUSTRAt^, 

POULTI^ 
RECOR6 


Vol.  IV. 


SEPTEMBER,  1912. 


Monthly  6d.  Net. 


THE  CAR    FOR   COUNTRY  USE. 

INVINCIBLE. 


Tell  us  your  requirements  and  we  will  send  you  at  once  catalogues 
and  specifications. 

CLEMENT   TALBOT,  LTD., 

Automobile  Engineers, 
BARLBY    ROAD,    LONDON,  W. 

Telegrams — "  Clemtal,  London."  Telephone — 5006  Paddington. 


For  full  details  of  — 

GLOUCESTER  INCUBATORS, 

sec  large  Advertisement 
inside  this  issue. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  although  sold  subject  to  TItree 
Months'  Free  Trial,  only  ONE  machine  out  of  thousands 
sold  during  1911,  was  returned. 

GLOUCESTER    INCUBATOR  CO.,  Gloucester. 


INCUBATORS  &  BROODERS, 

as  advertised  on  page  VIII., 


Send  for  Catalogue,  posted  free,  to 

CYPHERS   INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.G. 


Permit  us  to  send  you  our  Catalogue 
with  250  different  illustrations  of 

TAMUN'SPOULTRYAPPLIANCES 

From  a  complete  Poultry  Farm  to  a  Toe  Punch. 
This  is  free  and  post  free. 


W.  TAMLIN, 

40,  St,    Marg^aret's,  Twickenham,  London. 

The  Largest  Incubator  and  Poultry  Appliance  Manufacturer 
in  the  World. 


SEND 


3/6 


AT  ONCE 


FOR 


LANG'S  BREEDERS'  DIRECTORY 

FOR  T9I2. 
JUST  PUBLISHED, 

f^T7TvJT    Vn<T    FrTTTT  "-ANG,  LTD., 

OJlJNi    JTUbi    rK.t.±L      Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  London,  E.C. 


Hearson's  Incubators 

Have  stood  the  Test  of 
"X?*  X        3ES  . 


Catalogues  Free  by 
Post  on  application  to 
the  Sole  Proprietors  : 


SPRATT'S,  Ltd., 

24  &  25,  FENCHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C 
Show  Rooms  :  235,  Regent  Street,  W. 


WINNING  STRAINS 


BUFF   AND  WHITE 


ORPINGTONS 

Winners  in  this  Country  and  in 
America  at  the  First-class  Shows 

Catalogue  aad  Prices  oa  applicatioa  to 

MISS   CAREY,  Toynton  Rectory,  Spilsby. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  ^ussex^ 

Specialists  in 
CHICK  FOODS,  CHICKEN  MEAL 


AND 


POULTRY  MEDICINES. 


See  Large  Advertisement  on  Page  IX. 
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eOOKS*  ©F  ORPINGTON 

The  well-known  Reliable  Firm  of  Poultry  Breeders  &  Exporters 

successes  in  England's  best  Competition  is  well  known  to  Fanciers.  Thousands  of  Prizes.  Cups  and  Specials  have  been 
w^on  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  Dairy,  Club  Shows,  Royal  Agricultural,  Birmingham,  Bath  &  West,  and  Royal  Counties,  &e. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  our  Exhibition  and  High-Class  Prize  Breeding;  Strains  are 

quite  distinct  from  those  of  our  Pedigree  Laying  Stock. 

The  above  strains  are  the  outcome  of  over  30  years  successful  poultry  breeding,  which  has  made 
the  genuine— "W.  H.  COOK'S  "—strain  known  all  over  the  world. 


BREEDS  KEPT. 

ORPINGTONS--Buff,  White,  Blue,  Black,  Cuckoo, 
Jubilee,  and  Spangled. 

MINORCAS — Black  single  and  Rose  combs, 

LEGHORNS— Black,  Brown,  and  White. 

ROOKS— Barred,  White,  and  Buff. 

FAVEROLLES— Salmon. 

LANGSHANS— Modern  and  Croad. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS- Single  and  Hose  comb. 

SUSSEX — Light,  Speckled,  and  Eed. 

DUCKS— Our  famous  Buff  and  Blue  Orpingtons, 
Aylesburys  and  Indian  Runners. 

Largest  Exporters  to  all  parts  of  the  world  at 
inclusive  prices  free  to  any  port  at  our  risk.. 

ALL  Birds  and  Ducks  are  sent  out  on  four  clear 
days'  approval,  whilst  to  Export  Orders,  we  guarantee 
full  satisfaction. 

VISITORS  ARE  ALWAYS  WELCOME. 

BUY   your   POULTRY  from 

WILLIAM   H.  COOK, 


PRICES  vary  according  to  one's  special  requirements' 
Utility  Birds  from  7/6  each. 

Good  Breeding  Cockerels  from  21/-,  30/-  &  42/-  each. 
Exhibition  Cockerels  from  63/-  up  to  £10,  according 
to  competition  bird  has  to  meet,  also  Hens  and 
Pullets  from  21/-,  30/-,  40/-  to  100/-  each. 
Good  Breeding  Trios,  carefully  mated  for  producing 
high-class  stock,  at  £3  3s.,  £5  5s.,  and  £10  lOs. 
the  three  birds. 

Specially  selected  Breeding  Pens  of  Cock  and  Six 
Pullets  from  £10  to  £50  the  pen. 

All  the  above  are  as  hardy  as  Utility  stock,  being 
raised  and  bred  from  in  open-fronted  houses,  and  are 
~~^econd  to  none  for  laying. 

W.  H.  COOK  gives  personal  and  careful  attention 
to  every  letter,  enquiry  and  order  received,  which  in 
itself  is  a  guarantee  that  "  one  and  all"  have  their 
exact  requirements  studied  and  carefulfy  fulfilled. 
Send  for  free  copy  of  "  THE  POULTRY  KEEPERS' 
JOURNAL  "  full  of  valuable  and  practical  advice  to 
all  Poultry  Keepers,  but  mention  "  The  Record." 

the   actual  BREEDERS. 

LTD.,  ORPINGTON, 


Telephone,  CRAY,  39.      Teiegrrams,  "Cook,  Orpington," 


KENT,  ENGLAND, 


Marshall's  Excelsior. 

For  12,  24,  &  36  Eggs. 
Also  made  for  Turkey  Eggs. 
Made  of  superior  leather- 
board,  about  14oz.  complete 
box. 


Go  to  the  fountain  head  straight  away 

Don't  potter  about  with  Quacks. 

You  want  results  !  You  won't  get  ioo%  unless  you 
set  about  using  what  will  put  you  in  the  direct  way 
of  immediately  realizing  full  value. 

Just  as  all  roads  lead  to  Rome,  the  Post  Office 
Telegraph  Service  will  immediately  enable  you  to  get 
what  you  need  for  improving  your  egg  marketing. 


MarshalTs  Excelsior, 

For  Day-old  Chicks 
For  12  and  1i  Chicks,  lined 
with  Felt  and  Flannelette, 
and  ventilated.    Made  of 
leatherboard. 


A 


Marshall's  Duplex< 

Made  for  6,  9,  12,  15.  24,  30, 

and  60  doz. 
Strongest  and  most  secure 

case  made. 


Marshall's  Bentrovate. 

For  Farm  Produce,  i.e.,  Eggs,  Butter, 
and  Poultry. 


Marshall's  Simplex- 

A  marvellous  case.    For  30  doz.  Eggs 
complete,   ready   for   use,   from  3/- 
upwards.   Only  171bs.  Unapproachable, 
in  every  respect. 

Also  made  for  3,  6,  9, 12,  15,  18,  24,  36, 
48,  60,  90  &  120  doz. 


Marshall's  Premier. 

For  12,  24  &  36  Eggs.  Also 

made  for  Turkey  Eggs. 
Made  of  wood  with  flexible 
fittings,  14oz.  complete  box. 


JAMES  MARSHALL  12  R'«»t  Q-ay,  ABERDEEN 

Egg  Case  Patentee  and  Manufacturer. 
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MORGANS, 

Finchampstead,  Berks. 


CORRESPONDENCE    IN    ALL  LANGUAGES. 


Under  the  distinguished  patronage  of  Her  Majesty 
QUEEN  ALEXANDRA. 


FOR  THE 


WORLD'S    BEST  APPLIANCES. 


Drawer  Type 

30-Egg  £2  14  0 
60- Egg    3   7  6 
ICO-Egg    4    0  0 
200-Egg    6  17  6 

Panel  Type 

30-Egg  £2  18  0 
60-Egg    3  12  6 
100-Egg    4    5  0 
200-Egg    7    5  0 

Winner  of  all 
the  Champion 
Awards,  Dairy 
and  Palace,  for 
the  past  seven 
years.  Acknow- 
ledged to  be  the 
best  hatching 
device  in  the 
whole  world. 


My  catalogue  explains  everything. 


MIDLAND   WORKS,   (No.  3  P.W.) 
Tel.-268  Edgbaston]   HARBORNE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegram-s— "  INCUBATOR,  HARBORNE  " 


J.  W.  p.  CUSSONS, 

Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of  High=class  Buff  Orpingtons. 

Wins  include  Challenge  Cup,  Special,  two  Firsts,  Hayward's  Heath; 
Challenge  Cup,  Medal,  First,  Crystal  Palace,  igog ;  Two  Firsts  and 
Reserve,  Crystal  Palace  ;  Third  and  Reserve,  Sheffield  Club  Show,  igio  ; 
Third  and  Fifth,  Crystal  Palace;  two  Firsts,  two  Fourths,  Birmingham  ; 
First,  York;  First,  two  Specials,  Stokesley ;  First,  Northallerton,  igii 
and  numerous  others. 


Latest  Successes. 
Two  Firsts,  SpeciaL  Driffield.    Two  Seconds,  Ripon. 
Second  and  Reserve,  Royal  Doncaster,  Bolton. 

As  I  am  exhibiting  very  little  this  season  all  my  winners  are  for  sale 
at  reasonable  prices.    Can  supply  good  Show  Birds  from  £i.  Approval. 
BIRDS   EXPORTED   TO   ALL    PARTS    OF   THE  WORLD 
Illustrated  List  Free. 

BUFF    ORPINGTON    POULTRY  FARM, 
SOUTH  KILVINGTON,  THIRSK,  YORKS. 


POULTRY  ON  SMALL  AREAS  OF  GROUND. 

Or,  THE  PHILO  SYSTEM  ADAPTED  TO  THE  BRITISH  ISLES. 

MAJOR  GERALD   MANSFIELD,  M.B., 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 


Price  1/-  Net. 


Published  by 

R,  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudop  House,  Tudop  Street,  London,  E.C, 
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The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record  Series 

OF 

LANTERN  SLIDES. 


THE  SLIDES  ENUMERATED  BELOW  CAN  BE  SUPPLIED  FOR  1/-  EACH. 


FEEDING.— Al.  Value  of  Elements.— A7.  Food  Consumption.  

A3.    reediiig-Peu  for  Chickens.  A2.  Feerlins-Trongli.  A4.  Bottle 

Fountain.  AS.  Metal  Fountain.  A6.  Feeding-Block  for  Chicks.  

AS.    Feeding-Pen  for  Ducklings. 

ARTIFICIAL    INCUBATION.— AlO.    Engli.sh    Incubator  -  House 

Interior,  -AO.    English  Incubator-House,  Exterior. — A12.  Ventilation 

pipe  for  Incubator-House.  A144.    Cypher  Incubator.  ^60.  American 

Incubator-House,  Interior.  -61,    American  Incubator-House,  Exterior 

 113  and  115.  Mammoth  Inculjator. 

NATURAL    INCUBATION. -A13.   Basket  Nest.  AI4.  Double 

Nest,  with  liun.  A15.   Double  Nest,  with  Run  Unattached.  A16. 

Sitttng   Hen   Feeding-Cages.  A17.   Hatching-Shed.  A18.  Hatching- 
Box. 

TESTING    EGGS.— A24.    Testing  by  Lamp.  A19.    By  Hand  with 

Candle.  A21.    I^xterior  Appearance  of  Egg.  A20.  Structure  of  Egg. 

  A22.    Embryo  24  Hours  — —  A194.    Exit  Chicken  and  Embrvo, 

3,  5,  7,  0,  11, 16,  19  days  (8  sides).  A. 23  Circulation  of  Blood. 

NATURAL  REARING.— A25.  French  House.— A26.  Double  Coop 
 A151.    Cheap  Coop,  4jd. — —234.    Coop-hen  with  Chickens. 

ARTIFICIAL    REARING.— A27.    Brooder-House  Exterior  (Theale). 

 A150.    Brooder-House    Interior   (Theale).  A159.    Brooder  -  House 

Interior  (Theale).  ■  Ilearson  Brooder,  Exterior.          Hearson  Brooder, 

Interior.  A28  Portable  Pipe  Brooder  (2).  A  29.  Portable  Pipe  Brooder 

Runs.  A156.  Brooder-House  Interior  (Pipes).  Ai62.  French  Brooder- 
House.  193.  Small  Brooder- House  (American).  192.  Brooder-House, 

Kuns.  A157,  English  Small  Brooder-House. 

HOUSING  —  A30.  Ventilation  Louvre  Boards.  A31.  Ventilation 

Gable— — A32.  Lean-to  House.  ■A152.  Front  New  Scratching-Sheds.  • 

A38.    Scratching-Sheds,  with  Kuns.  A4]   American  Scratching-gheds, 

Front  Elevation.  A39.  American  Scratching-Sheds,  with  Kuns.  A34. 

American  Scratching  Sheds,  Ground  Plan.  A3-5.  American  Scratching- 
Sheds,  Ground  Plan,  Portable  Poultry-House.  Alo3.  Portable -House  with 

Run.  A40.   Barrel  Poultry-House.  A42.    House  with  Self-raising 

Wheels  (up).  A43.   House  with  Self-raising  Wlieels  (down).  A44. 

Fencing.  A4.5.  Ducl^-House.  A46.    Turkey-House.  A154.  Danish 

Trap-Nest.   •  3.    Portable  Poultry-House  (apex).  So.  Continnation 

Poultry-House  (American).  -40.  Colony  Houses  (American).  93.  Dia- 
gram of  Scratching-Shed.  94.  Diagram  of  Scratching-Shed.^  1 10.  Colon.y 

Houses  and  Trap-Nests. — 171.  Open-Fronted  Poultry  House.  182.  Dia- 
gram of  Back-.yard  House  and  Kun  293.  Range  of   Breeding-Pens  (N. 

Zeal).  301  Birds  Housed  Amongst  Bush  Fruit.  317.  German  Scratch- 
ing-Shed.  ■■  335  and  336.    Portable  PouItry^House.  297.  Colony  Houses 

(Piano  Boxes).  322.    Kange  of  .Laying  Plouses  (American).  A108. 

Cockerel  House. 

FATTENING.— A47.  Egyptian  Fattening  (2).  A48.  Cramming  by 

Pellets.  A49.  Cramming  by  Mouth.  A163.  Cramming  bj^  Funnel.  

A64.  Funnel  for  Fattening. — -AG'S.  Cramming  by  Machine.  A14o.  In- 
terior Fattening-Shed.  A51.    Outside  Cages.  •Ai>2  Outside  Cages.— — 

AI40.    Intei'ior  Fattening-Shed.  A53.    Killing.  A165.  Plucking  

A147.    Pens  for  Packing.  A149.    Sussex  Fowls,  Dead  (2  birds).  A57. 

French  Dead  Poultry.  A66.   Sussex  Fowls,  Dead  (2  birds).  A.58. 

French  Dead  Poultry.. — — A59.  Ducks'  Livers.  A61 .  Sussex  Collector  and 

Cage.— A62.   Shaping-Board.  A63.  Birds  in  Shaping-Board.  117. 

Pair  Buff  Orpingtons,  Dead, 

DUCKS.  Alls.  Aylesbury,  Pair.  A143  and  A143A.  Aylesbury, 

Single  A114.  Rouen,  Pair.  A115.  Huttegum,  Pair.   A116.  Pekin, 

Pair.  A117.   Cayuga,  Pair.  A109.    Blue  Swedish,  Pair.  A118. 

Indian  Runner,  Pair.  A164.  Young  Ducks  aud  Drakes.  266.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Group.  A16i\  Duck-Fattening  Pen.  A161.  Duck-House 

Range.  A172.    Cla.ssification  of  Ducks.  A173.     Colour  of  Flesh 

and  Skin. 


GEESE.— Alio.    Toulouse,  Pair,  Ai20.    Embden.  AI21.  White 

Chinese.  ■  A122.    Brown  Chinese.  — —  A123.    Pomeranian.  A124. 

African.  Al.jS.    Arsamas.  — — 311.     Toulouse  Geese,  Pair.  A174. 

Classification  and  Characteristics. 

TURKEYS.  -A12o.     Black.  A126.    White.  —  A127.  American 

Bronze.  A128.  Cambridge  Bronze.  A129.  Norfolk  A130  Nor- 
folk Turkeys  (Dead).  50.     Turkey  Fattening-Shed.  51.  American 

Bronze  Turkeys.  118.     Group  of  Dead  Turkeys.— — 209.  Mammoth 

Brou/ie  Turkeys  (Groups)  210.  Turkeys  in  Field.  A175.  Charac- 
teristics. 

MARKETING    EGGS.-A142.    Ro.se  Egg  -  Box.  A146.  Grading 

Egg-Board.  BI40,  Reynolds'  Egg-Box.  A141.  Robinson  Egg-Box  

A134.    Testing  and  Packing. 

MISCELLANEOUS.— A13I.    Skeleton  of  Fowl.  AI32.  Ovaries. 

A133.    Oviduct.  A135.    Feather- lOating    Parasite.  •  A136.  Scaly-Leg 

Parasite.  A137.    Gape  Worm.  ~A  138.    Fowl  Mite.  A139.  Fowl 

Lice.  119,   Macdona'.d  Plant.— 167.  Cornell  Exhibit.  212.  Cornell 

Buildin.gs.  213.  Cornell  Exhibit.          116.  Model  Farm  (Foreign).  

385,    Caponising  (Eight  Slides). 

BREEDS 

CLASSIFICATION  A166.    Laying  or  Non-sitting.- — A167.  Table. 

 Aids.  (;encral  Purpose.  A169.  Breeds  Laying  Tinted-shelled  Eggs. 

 A170.  Colour  of  Flesh  and  Skin— White.  A171.  Colour  of  Flesh- 
Yellow,  Grey.  A68.  Points  of  a  Fowl.  A69.   Lining  a  Fowl.  A83. 

Feather-niarkiug.  AllO.  Gallus  Bankiva.  Alll.  Combs  of  Fowls.  

A112.  Distribution  of  Domestic  Fowl. 

LAYING  OR  NON-SITTING  CLASS.— A121.  Anconas,  Pair  — ~ 

A!:t4.   Andalusian  Cock.  A106.  Braskel  Cock.  A90.    Campines,  Pair 

A12.  White-crested  Dutch  A73.    Black  Hamburgh,  Pair.  A71. 

Silver  Spangled  Hamburgh  Cock.  A75.    Houdans,  Pair.  A92.  White. 

Leghorns,  English    Pair.   10.  White    Leghorns,   Danish,    Pair.  47 

AVIiite  Leghorns,  American  lien.  47A.  White  Leghorns,  American  Cock. 

 189.  White  Leghorns,  American  Pullet.  A102.  Buff  Leghorns,  Pair. 

 188.  Brown  Leghorns,  American  Cockerel.  307.  Brown  Leghorn, 

English  Pullet.  308.    Brown  Leghorn,  English  Cockerel.  309.  Brown 

Leghorn,  English  Hen.— 262.  Black  Leghorn  Cockerel.  264.  Black  Leg- 
horn Pullet.  263.  Blue  Leghorn  .Group.  A74.  Black  Blinorca,  Pair.-  — 

A91.  Redcaps,  Pair.  Add.  Scotch  Greys,  Pair. 

TABLE   BREEDS.— AI04.  La  Bresse  Cock.  A105.  La  Bresse  Hen. 

 A85.  Crevecop.ur,  Pair.  A80.  White  Dorking,  Pair.  A81.  Coloured 

Dorking,  Pair.  A88.    Silver  Grey  Doi-king,  JIale.  A  89.    Silver  Grey 

Dorkin/,  Female.  146.    Silver  Grey  Dorking,  Cock.  150.    Silver  Grey 

Dorking,  Pair.  Black  lied  Game.  A93.    Old  English  Game.  A87. 

Indian  (Cornish)  Game,  Pair.  A86.  La  Flfeche,  Pair.  A84.  Malays.  

A33,  Red  Sussex,  Pair.  153.  Red  Sussex,  Pair.— 8.    Speckled  Sussex 

Hen.  -231.  Light  Sussex  Pen. 

GENERAL    PURPOSE    CLASS.— 183.    Light  Brahma  American 

Group.  A98.    Light  lirahma  Cock.  AlOl.    Dark  Brahma  Cock.  

A79.  Faverolles,  Pair.  A78.  Black  Langshans.  A99.  l^uff  Orping- 
tons   (Ludlow).  •  AlOO.    Buff    Orpingtons  (Whippel).  A107.  Buff 

Orpinatons  (Ludlow).  71.  White  Orpingtons  (Young).  Black  Orping- 
ton Cocks.  67.    Black  Orpington  Pair  A77.  Plymouth  Rocks.  

A184.  Plymouth  Rocks.  American.  -A103.    Buff  Plymouth  Rock.  Pair. 

 107.  'P>uff  Plymouth  Rock  Hen.  108.    Buff  Plymouth  Rock,  Male. 

  360.    Buff  Plymouth  Rock  Cockerel.  A 108.    White  Plymouth 

Rock,   Pair.  -185.    White  Plymouth  Rock,  American.  A97.  Rhode 

Island  Red  Pullet.  75.    Single-Comb  Rhode  Island  Red  Cockerel.  

76.  Single  -  Comb  Rhode  Island  Pullet.  361.  Wyandotte  Head,  TypicaL 

 A95.  White  Wyandottes,  Pair-  186.    White  AVyandottes,  American 

Pullet.  187.   White  Wyandottes,  American  Cockerel          A72.  Silver 

Wyandottes,  Pair.  A75.    Silver  Pencilled  Wyandottes,  Pair.  ^A73. 

Silver  Wyandottes.  A74.  Golden  Wyandottes,  Pair.  95.  Columbian 

Wyandottes  (0.  Hardoe).  -321.  Columbian  Wyandottes.  American,  252 

Nassau  Cockerel,  255.    Nassau  Pullet. 


APPLY  TO 

The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record, 

TUDOR   HOUSE,  TUDOR   STREET,  E.C. 
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The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

strong,   Durable,  Easily 

\ Erected  and  Economical  / 
MADE  THROUGHOUT  FROM  / 
ALL-BRITISH  MATERIALS 


Special  Quotations 
for  large  Quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made 
for  use  in  Hunting  Districts. 


Awarded  Si'lvei-  Medal  at  Festival 
of  E7npire,  Crystal '  Palace. 


Prices  &  full  Particulars  free  from 

The  Stanley  Underwood,  Co. 

Shottermill, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 


TO     LET    AS  A 
GOING  CONCERN. 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
UP-TO-DATE  POULTRY 
FARMS  IN  THE  NORTH 


Good  house,  12  rooms ;  11  acres  of  rich 
pasture  land,  large  garden  well  stocked 
with  youDg  fruit  trees  just  coming  into 
bearing.  Rent  £65  per  annum.  The 
stock  contains  one  of  England's  fore- 
most yards  of  Buff  Orpingtons,  also 
White  Orpingtons  and  White  Wyan- 
dottes.  Old  and  young  stock  about 
1,000  head ;  cows,  pigs,  pony,  carts 
&c.,  and  most  up-to-date  plant. 


For  j%irtlier  'particulars  a-pply 

X.Y.X.,c/o  "Illustrated  Poultry  Record," 
Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street, 
 LONDON,  B.C.   


HARWICH  ROUTE 

TO    THE  CONTINENT. 

ACCELERATED  SERVICE  to  and  from  NORTH  GERMANY. 
Via  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND  (British  Royal  Mail  Route)  Daily  by 

Turbine  Steamers.  Liverpool  Street  Station  dep.  8.30  p.m.  Corridor  Train, 
wiih  ist  and  2nd  class  Dining  and  Breakfast  Cars,  no  Supplementary  Charge  for 
Seats.  Through  Carriages  and  Restaurant  Cars  from  and  to  the  Heck  of 
Holland  alongside  the  steamers. 

I.ONDON   TO  P5;KIN  in  14  DAYS,  TOKIO  in    16  DAYS. 

Via  ANTWERP  for  BRUSSELS,  E:very  Week-day  by  large  Twin- 

Screw  Steamers.  Liverpool  Street  Station  dep.  8.40  p.m.  Corridor  Train,  with 
ist  and  2nd  class  Dining  and  Breakfast  Cars,  no  Supplementary  Charge  ior 
Seats. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPH  and  Submarine  Signalling  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Steamers. 

VIA  ESBJERG  for  Denmark,  Norway  and  Sweden,  by  the  Danish 

Royal  Mail  Steamers  of  the  Forenede  I-ine  of  Copenhagen,  Mondays,  Wednes- 
days, Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  Liverpool  .Street  Station  dep.  7.1,!  p.m.  Dining 
and  Restaurant  Cars. 

Via    HAMBURG    by  the   General  Steam   Navigatiou  Company's 

steamers  "Peregrine"  and  "  Hirondelle"  (fitted  with  Submarine  Signalling) 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  Liverpool  Street  Station  dep.  8.40p.m.  Corri- 
dor Train  with  ist  and  2nd  Class  Dining  and  Breakfast  Cars.  .Single  ist  Class, 
44s. ;  2nd  Class,  30s,  ;  Return,  ist  Class,  66s.  ;  2nd  Class,  45s. 

Via  GOTHENBURG  for  Sweden  by  the  Swedish  Royal  Mail  Steamers 

(fitted  with  Wireless  Telegraphy)  of  the  Thule  Line  of  Gothenburg  every  Satur 
day,  May-September. 

Corridor  Vestibuled  Train,  with  ist  and  3rd  Class  Dining  and  Breakfast  Cars  every 
Week-day  from  and  to  York.  Through  Corridor  Carriages  from  and  to  Liverpool, 
Warrington,  Sheffield,  Bradford  (Exchange),  Leeds,  Birmingham  and  Rugby. 

The  Trains  to  Parkeston  Quay,  Harwich,  run  alongside  the  steamers,  and  hand 
baggage  is  taken  on  board  free  of  charge. 

Particulars  of  the  Continental  Traffic  iVIanager,  Great  Eastern  Railway,  Liverpool 
Street  Station,  London,  E.C, 


If  you  are  an  exhibitor  you  needn't 
read 

EGGS 

But  if  you're  a  commercial  man, 
catering  for  the  market,  or  keeping 
the  hen  entirely  for  eggs,  you  should 
on.no  account  miss  reading 

EGGS 


Really,  there  is  no  other  poultry 
paper  that  will  give  you  the  infor- 
mation regarding  the  commercial 
side  of  poultry-keeping  that 


does. 


The  utility  poultry-keeper  plodding 
along  without 

EGGS 

is  just  like  a  captain  attempting  to 
steer  his  ship  without  a  compass. 


If  you  want  eggs,  lots  of  them,  in 
winter  time,  mind  you,  as  well  as 
during  the  summer  months. 


IS  your  papoi'. 


Yoti,  may  liave  a  specimen  copy  for 

lid. 

The  year's  s^Lhscription  is  b^it  IjS, 

Get  it  To-day ! 
DO  IT  NOW! 

Procrastination  is  the  thief  of 
time. 


EDITED  BY 


RANDOLPH 
MEECH 

(First-class  Certificated  Poultry 
Expert  by  exam.,  past  lecturer 
to  ten  County  Councils), 

Poole  ::  Dorset. 
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HILL'S 
Market 


HILL'S  the  Origrinal 
Coloured  Expanding"  Ring's  for 
Marking"  Poultry. 

No.  I  size,  for  Chicks  3d.  doz.,  2/6  gross. 

,,  2  ,,  ,,  Small  Hens  .sd.  ,,  4/6  „ 
•  I    3  Large  Birds        5d.    ,,     4/6  ,, 

,,    4     ,,    ,,    Turkeys&Geese  Sd.    „     7/6  ,, 

RUBBER   CO..  Ltd.   (P.  Dept.,) 


Place, 


CO., 
READING. 


QUALITY  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS, 

WHIiRE 

BENNETT'S    FAMOUS    S.C.    RHODE    ISLAND  REDS 

ANB 

BARRED    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

ARE  RAISED 

F.  A.  Bennett,  S.C.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 
Wm.  Z.  Bennett,  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
Consolidated  December  i,  1908. 
"Write  for  Prices  and  Record  of  Stock. 
YARDS  NEAR  VAN  WINKLE  LAKE,  CANTON,  ILL.,  U.S.A. 


Abbot  Bros.,^ 

Thuxton,  NORFOLK. 


Champion  Challenge  Cup  Strains 
of  Exhibition  and  Pedigree  Strains 
of  pure-bred  Poultry. 


VARIFTTF^  IfFPT  •  white  Wyandottes,  white  Orplngtons,, Buff  Orplngtons, 
V  AlvIEi  1  lEikJ  IyEiI  1  •  Black  Orpingtons,  Barred  Rocks,  Black  Minorcas, 
White  Leghorns,  Houdans,  Faverolles,  Sussex,  Rhode  Island  Reds,  Indian  Game  and 
Blue  andalusians.  Buff  Orpington  DucV.&  (same  way  bred  as  2iid  Royals),  Aylesburys,  Rouens, 
Peklns,  Indian  Runners,  Embden  and  Toulouse  Geese,  Bronze  and  White  Turkeys. 
Catalog:ue  and  Price  List  of  Ducks  and  Turkeys  free. 


REPORT  on  the  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  IN  GERMANY. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

HON.  SEC.  OF  THE  NATIONAL  POULTRY  ORGANISATION  SOCIETY. 

Price  Is,  ;    post  free,  Is.  2d. 


R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  E  C 


THE  POPULAR  AMERICAN 
—    POULTRY   WRITER.  — 


HERBERT  V.  TORMOHLEN, 

Breeder,  Exhibitor,  and  Exporter 
of  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

bred  according  to  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection.  Our  birds  cannot  be  surpassed 
for  beauty  or  utility.  Will  book  a  limited  number  of  orders  of  eggs  for  early  spring 
delivery  at  the  special  price  to  English  breeders  of  15  shillings  per  setting  of  15  eggs. 

H.  V.  TORMOHLEN,  First  National  Bank  Building,  PORTLAND,  INDIANA. 
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=fiviNy  INCI  BLE^= 


The  Car  that.  Creates  a  Sensation 

The  INVINCIBLE  TALBOT  is  not 
"just  another  car,"  it  stands  with  an 
air  of  distinction  in  a  class  by  itself. 
In  speed,  comfort,  and  reliability,  it 
stands  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the 
motor  world  of  to-day. 

Specifications  and  full  particulars  on  request. 

CLEMENT  TALBOT,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  D.3.),  Automobile  Engineers, 

Barlby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove, 
London,  W.  K^}:i^t 

Telegrams,  "  Clemtal,"  London. 
Telephone,  5006  Paddington. 


Miss  Carey, 


EXPORTER. 


TOZNTON, 

Spilsbt. 


A  WORLD-WIDE  TRADE  ! 

Consignments  March  30  went  to  Newfoundland,  Canada, 
Vancouver,  New  York,  California,  New  Zealand,  South 
Africa,  Russia  ;  with  enquiries  from  Cuba,  India,  France, 
Freight  free  England  to  port  of  landing.  No  trouble  ! 
No  risk  !   No  expense  ! 

Buff  and  W^hite  Orpingtons, 

WHITE  FAVEROLLES. 

England's  Leading  Stud. 

FIRST   EVERY  TIME. 

Dairy,  Palace,  and  Club  Show,  1908-1911,  and  Madison 
Square,  New  York,  1911.  International  Trophy  at  the 
Palace  2  years  in  succession  with  Gold  Medal  three  times 
in  four  years.  Cup  at  the  Dairy,  1910-11,  and  five  cups  at 
the  Club  Show  in  four  years. 

AN    UNBEATEN  RECORD. 

SHOW    BIRDS  A  SPECIALITY. 

With  a  well-known  reputation  for  ability  to  win  in  any 
Country  and  under  any  standard.    Write  for  particulars. 


C  YPH  ERS 

STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  ou  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultrytnen  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  Stales  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  nntil  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English 
Market,  hot-water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  on\y  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air, 
non=moisture,  self^regulatitig;,  self=ventilating  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete 
Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  B.C. 
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"VERB  SAP" 

The  following  entirely  unsolicited  letter, 
received  on  3rd  July,  1912. 

"I  consider  your  Sussex  Ground  Oats 
the  best  I  have  seen  and  your  Lactoma  and 
Oatum  Chicken  Meals  are  both  grand  prepara- 
tions Your  Dry  Chick  Foods  are  simply 
grand,  so  free  from  dust,  and  your  Meat  Meal 
is  very  good  indeed,  the  best  I  have  ever  used, 
in  fact  all  your  foods  are  superb.  I  have  used 
most  of  them  and  given  them  a  fair  trial." 

Signed— A.  J.  BUCK, 

Charlton  Kings. 


Send  for  free  Price  List, 
containing 

FULL 

SYMPTOMS 
OF  ALL 
POULTRY 
DISEASES, 

And  How  to  Cure. 


A.  Thorpe  &  Sons 

;  Rye,  Sussex. 
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If  you  are  interested 
in  Advertising,  write 

NOW  for  a  copy  of 

"  Modern 
Advertising." 

POST  FREE. 

R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd., 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street, 
LONDON,  E.G. 


ONE  2^  ALL 


The  Brand  Guarantees  One  &  All  Quality. 

See  the  Brand  on  EVERY  Packet. 

ONE  &  ALL  SEEDS  are  reliable,  pure,  and  guaranteed.  They 
are  supplied  in  sealed"packets,  convenient  in  size  for  large  and 
small  gardens  and  greenhouses  — viz.,  id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  each. 

Each  packet  bears  the  Trade  Mark.    "  One  &  All,"  in  a  garter. 

Each  packet  has  an  imprint  of  signature  ot  the  Managing  Director. 

Each  packet  is  dated  with  the  year  of  issue. 


ONE  &  ALL  is  the  registered  Trade  Mark  of  the  AGRICUL- 
TURAL AND  AGRTICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED.  Mutual  Society  founded  in  1867  by  Judge  Thomas 
Hughes,  Q.C.  (Tom  Brown),  John  Ruskin,  Edward  Vansittart  Neale, 
Lord  Mount  Temple,  and  other  distinguished  friends  of  purity  of 
supply.  Name  and  address  of  nearest  local  agent,  catalogues,  and 
other  details,  post  free  on  application  to 


MANAGING  DIRECTOR. 
Wholesale  Seed  Warehouses  . 


92,  LONG  ACRE,  LONDON,  W.C. 


S  E ED S 


1 0,000  Eggs 

Turned  in  less  than  five  minutes  in  a 

GLOUeESTER 
lNeUBAT©R 

by  means  of  our 

New  Patent  Self-turning  Egg  Tray 


PRICES   OF  INCUBATORS. 


40  Eggr  size...  £2  10  O 
66        „       ...     3   O  O 
100        „       ...     3  15  O 


150  Egrg  size 
240  „ 
390 


£4    5  O 

6  O  O 

7  5  0 


Prompt  despatch  Guaranteed.   Carriage  Paid. 

This  marvellous  appliance  is  a  self-contained  egg  tray,  shaped 
similar  to  an  ordinary  tray  and  quite  as  light  and  strong.  It  con- 
tains a  most  ingenious  mechanism  which  enables  all  the  eggs  to  be 
turned  by  one  movement  of  the  hand  in  about  a  second.  It  is 
IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  ANY  EGG  TO  MISS  BEING  TURNED. 
This  is  guaranteed.  It  will  quickly  repay  its  additional  cost  as  you 
will  probably  g'et  a  better  percentage  through  avoiding  risk  of 
chilling  or  ot  addling  through  eggs  missed  being  turned  Itwillbe 
found  invaluable  as  an  enormous  time-saver  in  large  plants  and 
will  absolutely  insure  all  eggs  being  turned  throughout  the  hatch. 

The  Gloucester  Self-filler  is  an  ingeniously-constructed  appli- 
ance, guaranteed  to  do  the  work  for  which  it  is  intended — viz.,  to 
automatically  keep  a  uniform  level  of  oil  in  the  lamp  reservoir 
during  the  whole  hatch. 

The  Gloucester  Incubator  with  self-turning  egg-tray,  self- 
filling  lamp,  mechanical  wick  trimmer  and  nursery  into  which  the 
chicks  automatically  drop  is  as  near  an  absolutely  automatic 
incubator  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  This,  together  with  its  unsur- 
passed hatching  qualities  of  the  finest  and  healthiest  chicks  that  it 
is  possible  to  produce,  accompanied  by  a  solid  guarantee,  is  a 
combination  of  excellence  never  before  approached  by  any  other 
machine. 

GUARANTEE. — We  guarantee  that  you  will  hatch  finer, 
larger,and  healthier  chicks  in  the  "  GLOUCESTER  "  Incubator, 
and  more  of  them  than  in  any  other  machine  ;  and  after  three 
months'  trial  of  it,  if  you  think  you  can  buy  a  better  one,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  send  it  back  and  we  will  refund  you  what  you  have 
paid  in  full. 


Jfo  other  incubator  has  gained  a  silver  medal  or 
any  other  award  in  competition  with  our  machines. 


The  above  is  a  summary  of  our  illustrated  catalogue, 
which  contains  full  particulars  of  our  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Poultry  requisites.  This  is  sent 
post  free  on  application. 


GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO. 

(late  Incubator  Components  Co.), 

Deparment,  P,  GLOUCESTER. 
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AWARDED 
GOLD  MEDAL 
FESTIVAL  OF 
EMPIRE,  1911. 
Pat.  No.  8020. 


THE  CHIPMAN  'THER-MOTHER'  LAMPLESS 
FOSTERMOTHERS  AND  REARERS. 

The  ORIGINAL  AND  ONLY  APPLIANCE  successful  in  all  its 
workings  from  a  practical  point  of  \'ie\v.  Does  away  with  the  losses  and  worries 
of  the  old  methods  and  ensures  BETTER    CHICKS   AT    LESS  COST. 


AWARDED 
GOLD  MEDAL 
FESTIVAL  OF 
EMPIRE,  1911. 
Pat.  No.  8020. 


Last  Season  proved  our  claim 
to  have  SUCCESSFULLY 

SOLVED  THE 
MOISTURE  PROBLEM, 
the  stumbling  block  of  Ameri- 
can Lampless  Rearers  in  this 
climate. 


Hundreds  in  use  in  England, 
Scotland,  Wales,  Ireland  and 
the  Continent. 

FURTHER  IMPROVE- 
MENTS 
and    A   NEW  MODEL 
FOSTER  MOTHER 
THIS  SEASON  ! 


WE  ARE  SPECIALISTS  in  every  description  of  READY-BUILT  BUILDINGS. 

Poultry  Houses,  Green  Houses,  Pavilions.  Motor  &  ^Motor  Cycle  Houses,  Stabling,  Potting  Sheds,  Booms,  Garden  Frames,  etc., 

OUR   LARGE    ILLUSTRATED    CATALOGUE    IS    POST  FREE. 


CYCLE  HOUSES. 


SECTIONAL  ROOM 
No.  65,  from  £12  5s.  Od. 


SECTIONAL  BUILDING 
No.  63,  from  £4  12s.  6d. 


THE 


PRAM  HOUSE. 

MOTHERS  WILL  APPRECIATE  what  a  convenience 
it  is  to  have  a  place  for  Baby's  PRAM.  No  rush  if  it 
comes  on  to  rain,  THE  PRAM  HOUSE  IS  AT  HAND 
and  the  PRAM,  with  Baby  inside,  may  be  wheeled  in 
until  the  shower  is  over,  without  awakening  the  child. 
No  more  mud  brought  into  the  house  on  the  Pram  wheels. 
The  "  CHIPLET  "  PRAM  HOUSE  is  an  ornament  to  any 
garden,  and  is  useful  later  on  as  a  play  house  or  to  keep 
cycles,  garden  tools,  etc. 

DEAL  DIRECT  WITH  THE  MANUFACTURERS 

and  secure  the  advantage  of  the  LOWEST  POSSIBLE 
PRICES  CONSISTENT  with  the  CHIPMAN  STAND- 
ARD OF  PERFECTION  in  WORKMANSHIP  AND 
MATERIAL. 

Do  not  fail  to  send  for  our  ILLUSTRATED  CATA- 
LOGUE and  see  the  ASTOUNDING  PRICES  at  which 
we  offer  houses,  etc.,  of  UNDENIABLE  QUALITY. 


HAND  LIGHTS. 
PLANT  PRESERVERS. 
From  3s.  3d. 


SECTIONAL  BUILDING 
No.  60,  from  £2  6s.  6d. 


CHIPMANS  Ltd 


30  Columbia  Works  Qf^SnAe 
KINGSTON  ROAD,  01911165 
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The  BOLTOI 


Westhoughton,  Lanes., 


(0 


wycf/     —  Black,  Whife,  Blue, — 
F^rfTid^^Qold  ^  Silv^er. 


Rocks  ,  Buff.  Barred  ^Wkfe.  V ^ 

Leghorns,  Blue  X-'^^' 


0.0: 


Rhode  Island  Reps.  \q'W\\ 
f  Q  $1  DUCKS ,  Blue  &,  Buff  Orbin^fons .  \ 

X  rf  La  WiT2T2ers  d*  Palace,  Dairy,  Mar2cfies/^rl  m  "il 

EQGS  ,7/6>10/6,  21/  Per  Doz  ; 


^T^^^^Tke  PicK  o^^^f^^\i 


^1 


HIGKSJ 

42/'PeTDoz.| 


G.M.DOBSON, 


M  ciTzager:  W.  B I BBV. 


W.W.  DOBSON 
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